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Shall take up little of the Reader's 


Time in proving the Authenti- 
city of theſe Letters: Whoever 


peruſes them, will find the Marks of 
l Genuineneſs too ſtrong in them, to 
: leave the leaſt room to doubt of it. 


There is leſs Humour, leſs Levity, 


and leſs Wit in them, than in the Let- 
but the Stile is as 


ters of  Sevigne ; 
natural; 


natural 
reſting ; abound with ſtronger. .Senſe 
and Madam de Maintenam will from 
henceforth be ranked among the beſt 
Writers of the Age of Levi: 1 


J have put it out of my,own Power = 


to ſay from what Hand I received theſe 
Letters, by a Promiſe not to reveal it. 
Why Secrecy ſhould be required I am 
ignorant, for I can ſee nothing in them 


either to pr ejudice or diſpleaſe ahy ; 
one: But, Secrecy has been enjoined, 7 
and it was my Buſineſs to acquieſce in 


_—” : 
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Mankind have hitherto been di- 
vided in their Opinions of Madam de 
Maintenm, Some have looked upon 
zer as a deſigning Coquette; bers l. 


rave taken her for a Woman of pre- 


» 


4 


hey are withal more int: 


Senſe and Virtue? The Coxcomb | 


her Heart, and paſs Judgment on it. 


ciſe affected Pibty: But Teartthink . x 
theſe Characters will be found ig, he er 
Letters! Sone ay ſay, th at the was 


1 


a'Perſon of an unſettled Mind, while, 


others maintain ſhe owed her Elevation 
rather to Chance, hou to her own good 


_ 


will :affert that ſhe 605 but a narrow f 
Genius : Thie penſive Man will look. 
upon her great Piety as only a political | 


Fineſſe, and fancy he can deduce Proofs 
of hay per om her devout and 


my send“ . Me 


1 


For my „Part, who eſteem nothing 


but what appears worthy of Eſteem, 
I miſt admire Madam de Maintenon, | 
leaving more forward Wits to pry into. 


Her- Character is too conſpicuous i in 5 | 
63 I 
theſs ardeſs' Billets wrote to Perſons ; 


10 5 With 


f wich wem ſhe had no occaſion for 
I | -Betches, not rey 
length oven the 
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5 thoſe wh 
5 et thoſe who may doubt of her 


perior Genius, reflect on her Fortune. 
It is impoſſible to ſoar ſo 
Wings; nor can any maintain them- 
ſelves in ſuch a Flight,, without. Ef- 


: forts and without Viggur, bp 
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Alt is true Madam & Maintenon 
was devout, perhaps more fo than \ Was 
proper at Verſailles: But how many 
fine Qualities, muſt ſhe, not have | 
fince at Court whilſt ſome imitated 

her Piety, the Teſt ſeemed to excuſe 


* 


her i in the Exerciſe of it. 
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2 Ie Fubſication of | theſe Letters 
cannot” prove eaurely uſeleſdʒ they will 
at leaſt ſhew that ſublime political 
Schemes are not incompatible with a 
Reliſh for the ſublimeſt Devotion, and 
that it is very 2 
ferne Tirge 0 Ti erg and Facitus 


- 4 | 
, * 1 


Thoſe who look for Intrigue,” may 
{pare themſelves the Trouble of read- 
ing theſe Letters. The Elevation of 
Madam 4% Maintenon had nothing in 
it but What wWwas lawful and natural; 
And ſhe was accordingly the Wonder 
of the Ap ſhe lived in. HBUS. 


* 


In this Collection are _ ſeveral 
Letters wrote to her; not with a View 
to 2 the Bulk of the Volume, but 
ſolely 
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To Mademoiſelle De St. Hermant. 


From Neort, CR 1650. 


OU write to me, Madam, in too flat- 
tering a Strain, and treat me, almoſt, 
as if I were not of your own Sex. 

There's more Flattery in your Encomiums on 

me, than in thoſe of Monſieur De A : 

He praiſes me more paſſionately, but leſs ten- 


derly than you do: And indeed J ſhould be fly 


of a Lover that could find a Way to my Heart 


with the ſame Addreſs as you get Admittance to 


it. I ſhouldir't' regret Paris, were you. not 


there: You eclipſe. every Thing that pleaſes me 


in that City. I ſhall never forget the Tears 


you have ſhed with me; every Time I think of 
B it, 
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at, I weep again. Every Time I fit down on 
that Chair of your N working, what new De- 


light does it afford me] Thoꝰ I find myſelf in the 


Humour to write to you, I am neither ſatisſied 


with my Expreſſions. nor my Thoughts, unleſs 
I make uſe of your Paper and Pens. I beg you 
would diſpenſe with me from uſing all the Paper 
in Letters to you: I have neither Confidence 


nor Abilities'ſufficient for ſuch a Taſk. I pro- 


miſe you Half of it, and you ſhall have the Re- 


mainder when I have as much Wit as Monſieur 


Scarron. I have a great Affection for Made- 
moiſelle De Nuillan: I beſeech you to acquaint 

her with it, and thank her for the Service ſhe 
has done me in helping me to ſuch a Friend as 
yourſelf, who might give me ſome Comfort in 
the Loſs of a Mother, were any Thing in this 
World capable of doing ſo. 


WESTTER II. 


_ From Monſieur Scarron 0 Mademoiſelle 
; D* Aubigne. - 
Madam, * | 4 
ALL along ſuſpected, that the little Maid, 
who came into my Chamber ſix Month ago 
in à Gown too ſhort, and fell a- crying, Ldon't 


well know for what, had as much Senſe as ſhe 
| diſcovered 
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diſcovered in her Looks. The Letter you have 
wrote to Mademoiſelle De St. Hermant abounds 
with ſo much Wit and Underſtanding, that I 
am diſpleuſed with mine, for not having ſooh 
enough made me ſenſible of all the Merit of 
yours. To deal ingenuouſſy with you, I could 
never have thought, that in the American Illands, 
or among the Nuns of Niort, one might learn 
to write elegant Letters: And I cannot well 
conceive the Reaſon why you have taken as 
much Care to conceal your Wit, as every Body 
elſe does to diſplay theirs. Becauſe you are diſ- 
covered, don't be more ſhy of writing to nie 
as well as to Mademoiſelle De St. Hermant. I 
will muſter up all my Skill to return as good a 
Letter as yours; but you will have the Plea- 
ſure to find how far ſhort J fall of you. Such as 
I am, I ſhall ever be, Se. 


LETTTEINZII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. : 


OU are then ill of the Tertian Ague: If it 
turns to a Quartan, we ſhall have a trou- 
bleſome Gueſt the whole Winter, for you. muſt 
not doubt that it will be as great a Plague to me 


as to you · Pray let me know how many Fits 


of it we * had already, and what the Phy- 
| ſician 


(4) 

ſicians ſay to it, ſince you will ſee them firſt: It 
is not a little odd indeed; that you ſhould hear 
bow I do four or five Days before I know it 
myſelf. Overwhelm'd as I am with ſo many 
Ill, J certainly rely much on my own Strength 
to bear ſo great a Share in your Sickneſs. I 
know not whether I had not done better, to have 
been upon my Guard the firſt Lime I ſaw you: 
To judge by the Event, I certainly ought to 
have done fo. But then, how unlikely was it, 
that a young Maid would have diſcompoſed the 
Mind of an old Batchelor? And who could 
have ever ſuſpected her of doing me Miſchief 
enough to make me regret my being no longer 
in 2 Condition to take Revenge : But, Com- 
pliments a part, —I know you are ill, and am 
ignorant whether they attend you ſo well as they 
ought; whi.h Unealineſs mightily inefdaſes my 
Vexation in ſeeing you as unfortunate as I am 

ulclcſs to ”_ F ar, 


Whilſt you, fair Iris, ſtretch'd at Eaſe, 
Can find Repol e whene” er you pleaſe, 
In Sheets of dirty Hue; 
Poor I, your reſtieſs love- ſick Swain, 
Tumble and toſs all Night, wien Pein, 
Jars dirtier — than l 


(Ss) 


And all this for loving you more than I was ſerfs 
ſible of. Oh, how Tlove you! What Folly is it 
to love fo furiouſly! It runs continually in my 
Mind to take a Journey to Poitou, and in this 
ſharp Weather too: Is not this downright Mad- 
neſs? Ah! return, return, ſince I am crazy 
enough to regret abſent Beauties. I ought to 
have known my Caſe better,” and ſhould have 
conſidered, that 1 have Infirmities more than 
enough, in being maim'd and crippled from Top 
to Toe, without adding thereto another Diſtem- 
per, which may be called Impatience to ſee you 
*T'is a curſed Diſeaſe, Don't I very well know 
how it fares with poor A1 „ becauſe he 
does not ſee: you ſo often as he would, though 
he ſecs you every Day ! He writes to us about 
it like one in Deſpair; and Ill warrant you he 


is damned by this Time, not for his being a 


Heretic, but becauſe he loves 3; which is ſay - 
Ing every Thing. You ought, however, to ſi: 
down contented with your Conqueſts ; let Man 
kind at laſt enjoy a little Peace. £ 


How can thoſe killing Eyes ſuch Hivock make: 
Have Mercy on your Lover, for God's Sake 


You are very happy in not having me to deal 
with; I ſhould handle you to good Purpoſs. 
- You laugh, perhaps, at my Menaces. - But le: 
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(6) 

me tell you, proud Beauty, there is no Want 
of Men of Reſolution in an Affair of public 
Concernment: They will not let our Sex be 
leilled with Impunity- And now tell me; dear 
Charmer, are you a Chriſtian? you are A Turk, 
upon my Honour, I am a good Judge of it; and 
you are a Turk of the moſt malicious Gaſt: 
Nay, the better Sort of Turks are great Alms- 
givors; but, from what I know of your Tem- 
per you would not do a Kindneſs for an Em- 
prre, no, not even to them that love you. You 


are then good for nothing, thougb a Compo 


tion of many fine Qualities: and good Things. 
Vou verify, better than any Body, the Proverb, 
all that glitters is not Gal And, in fine, you 
are as deviliſhly miſchievous as fair. But, ſor 
all that, (ſuch is the Power of Beauty) 1 n 


mare o than any Perſon living, 
Your's, G4 


LETTER IVI. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


OW touchy and peeviſh you are! And if 

you had not many other good Qual 
. whatPlagues, muſt, I endure in, eultiyatin 
- Friendſhip! which I eagerly; deſire to link with 


vou! Well then, when once 1 break my Word 
with 
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(7) 
with you, you will be ſadly diſconcerted. I 
will break it a hundred Times over and byer, 
and yet not Jove; vou leſs. You ſee Madam, 


Thave, ſo great an Affection for my Friends that 


Lam aſhamed of it. But I confeſs there are ſome 
little Inconveniences to be met with from me. 
I am deviliſh lazy; and, to ſhew you it is true, 
mere Sloth hinders me from rummaging my Box 
for ſome. Verſes for you; though I long more 


to find them, than you can to receive them: 
and *tis the utmoſt! I may do, after you have 


well ſcolded me. You ſhall ſee how patiently I 
will bear it, and: may thence: conclude that I am 
atleaſt fit to bear chiding, if J am fit for nothing 


elſe. It is. needleſs for any one to ſlrive to det 
us at Varlance; we can quarrel! very well by 
. ourſelves, without their having a Hand in it: 


But then we ſhall quickly be reconciled andi ſe 
fall to it again wich redoubled Spite. Adieu- 
The Devil take me, if I am not your moſt hum- 
ble and moſt obedient Servant. 


„LETTER V. 


From the ſame to the ſume. 


OW for it! Here are the Verſes, elkch 
will ſhew you, little Tygreſs, that I had 


Ane well; had 1 been: upon m_— nee "A 
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HILST I was with you ev'ry Day, 
My Dove, my blooming Fair, 
I view'd your Charms, 'I heard your Wit, 
| Regardleſs of the Snare. 
But from your Sight when once debarr d, 
What Tortures.I endur'd t FAR -1þ 
Too fierce, too violent, alas! 
By Reaſon to be cur'd. 
| III. 
Parting, which ought to give Relief, 
But added to my Pain; 
For in your Chains ſtill faſter n. 
I ſtruggled but in vain. 
Obdurate 7ris / cruel Fair! 
To kindle ſuch a Flame ; 
To make me burn, conſume, and long 
For what I durſt not Name. 
V. 
Should I my Paſſion once reveal, 
Your Anger 'twould procure 
And ſhould I keep the Secret cloſe, 
My Diſſolution's ſure, 


Fuckleſs Dilemma !--Death--or your Diſdain. 


With Patience die, rather than live in Pain. 
M. De 
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M. De Miqſſens is ill of the Gout : It's very 
plain he loves you. Love me, and 1 ſhall be 
curcd of all my Diſorders. 
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Frem the ſame to the ſame. 


Madam, © 

SEND you my Corifeſſidri; though I fling 

before all the World in a penitent Poſture 3 
there is no Soul living I can truſt more than 
yourſelf: To you * Heart lies go open. 


Iris, your Eyes have piere 0d me through, 
And I love you, and only pu t un 
You only I adore; 21 Jute 
And, lovely Iris, when you hear, 
That I addreſs another: Fair, | 
Then never fee me more. 


This is ſwearing by the River Styx And can 
I, my Charmer, bind myſelf to you by too fa- 
cred an Oath ? Nay more, 


B 5 150 The 


(G10) 
7 


„ 8 wi | 
"BY Styx. 71 995 you, and *tis true - 
Alas ! that heath'niſh Oath won't do; 
Then mind my Chriſtian Vow, m TY I $ 
B Heav ns, I'll ever prove ſincere! : 
| Tho” you ſhould frown, and prove uokin . 
Vet will I never change my Mind. 


« « This Flame I'm born to; but tis you muſt, tell, | 


Ar Whether they're Beams of Fan 15 or Fame 


of Hell. „„ 
What the Devil had It to 4351 in that Galley ? 


Way, ſhould I love you, who will never love 


me? You will always tell me with that Gaiety 
which cuts me to the Heart, that I love you be- 
"cauſe you are ; handſome, and _ don t love me 


becauſe T am ugly. e 


Tho? Reafon tells RY Noman kind 
Are falſe, inconſtant as the Wind, 5 
And Rocks that Men ſhould fly; 
Fet Iris has ſuch Airs, ſuch Graces, 
And ſo divinely fair her Face i oy" 41 
For her T freely dies 4 e ewe 
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LETTER VII. 


From Madam Scarron 10 Lare 
De Lenclos.*. 
Matemoiſelle, „ 5 po 
ERE are ſome Verſes which NI. Scgrron 
has made // you,” after Having tried in 
vain to make ſome again/? you. I. would not 
ſuffer him to ſendſ them to you, and told him 
(by which you ſee how much I rely on you) 
that they would be mann from my 
Hand than from his. | W 10 
All your Friends long for your Return, Ever: 
ſince your Abſence | my Court is more nume- 
rous; but it is a poor Amends. to. them: They 
chat and play, drink and yawn. The Marquis 
ſeems as heavy and melancholy : as he Was the 
firſt Day after your Departure; 3 he cannot inure 
himſelf to your Abſence; tis an heroĩc Conſtancy. 
Return, my moſt Amiable; all Paris begs it of 
you. If M. De Fillarceaux knew all the. Reports 
that Madam De Fiz/que ſpreads againſt him, he 
would be aſhamed of detaining you longer. 
Saint Evremand, talks of ſending Ghatillon, Mioſ- 
ſens and Rincy, i in Quality. of Koights-errant, in 
order to ſtorm your old Caſtle and carry you off. 
Return, fair Ninon, and bring back to us the 
Graces with all their Train of Pleaſures. Theſe 
Ae m hgarty Wiſhes, and thoſe of Mr. Scarron 
follow. — Vs 
* Ninon de Lenclos, born at Paris the 15th of May, 
3610, died the 17th of Ogoter, 1706, 
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oy + 4 
My lovely Nanno, beauteous Maid, 3 
W hoſe Orders are at Court obey'd | 5 

By all the fluttering Beaux: 

Such are thy Charms, and ſuch thy Wit, 
That all admiring, ſilent fit, t, 
Nor durſt thy Pow'r oppoſe! 


| 3 „ | 
1 When tis the Bixth-day of the Year, 1 
3 What Preſent ſhall I bring my Fair, | Sw 
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To equal her Deſert? | >, 
"Freely PII give her all my Store; : 
(Where is the Courtier can do more?) 

The M iſbes of my Heart. 

Well then, whene“er tis Nanno's Fate, TS © 
To change her preſent: Virgin-ſftate, = M 
And yield at length to Love; | FE. to 
May the triumphant happy Swain, Ss 2 
ho ſhall that matchleſs Prize obtain, 6] 
The ben of Bridegrooms prove! 5 SI 
AY» 7 ha 

May he be ever true and kind, JF 

Perfect in Body and in Mind, 3 

May he have Gold in/ftore! ; . 

May Peace and Plenty ever reign E He 

May all the World careſs the Swain, | 8 * 
And Nanno's Charms adore |! | 


| Theſe, Madam, are the ſincere Wiſhes of 
your molt affectionate Admirer, | 


Poor SCARRON., 
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LETTE R VII 
To Mae De Fe | 
Pari, Feb. 14, 1 

«+ „„ 
* „ * * „ „ He will never forgive 
it you, ſaid he, with a Tone and an Air which 
I never perceived in him before.” You have 
wounded him in the moft ſenſible Part; you 
have deceived his Confidence: In ſhort, he gives 
a Looſe to Paſſion, which I could not have 
thought him capable of. Write to him, tell 
him the Caufes of your Diſcontent; tell him 
every Thing boldly, and J will watch the lucky 
Moment. It would be a great Affliction to me 
to be deprived of the Cotreſpondence of a Perſon 
I love ſo dearly. Neither be ERP Tk nor 
give Way to him: In two Days, I pl engage, 
your Peace ſhall be made. In the main you 
have been guilty of a Piece of Imprudence only, 
and his Heart is inclined to clear you, My 
Huſband is ſurprized at fo ſudden a Rupture : 
He pretends, that inſtead of being alarmed, you 
ought to thank Heaven for it. 


LETTER 
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Ta a Meer. De Palaiſcay, * 
"Paris, 16 * 


HAVE, told, * all that, you would have 5 


told bim yourſelf. I doubt his Succeſs; 
I be aſſured that he will attempt Im- 
poſſibilities; he has promiſed me as much. He 
allows his Friend's Behaviour to be baſe, but he 
maintains that his Faults are leſſen'd by your 
Haughtineſs. The Affair is without Remedy; ; 
all he can do is to. prevail on him to double the 
Sum., With this you, might be. happy, if you 


knew how to be ſo: Reputation may be re- 


gained. Give, yourſelf, up to God ; 3 at leaſt re- 
| tire { ſome time from the Vorl d; 3. you may alter. 


wards appear in it again, as if this Accident had 
never made any  Noile. You have always loved 
Virtue; when the World ſhall be perſuaded, of 


this, which may be done by your Retirement, 
1» +#: Celeffe de Palaiſtaus Prioreſ of Angentenil. Scarron 


had a great Affection for her in his Youth, and ſhe 


| proved a Jilt to him. Being deceived by a Gentle- 
man, who bad promiſed to marry her, ſhe came 


back to her firſt Lover, who then had no Regard. for 


her, but aſſiſted her as if he had {till loved her. It 
is remarkable, that though ſhe' had an annual In- 


come of 4000 Livres, ſhe could not avoid being ſtarved 
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they will forget your Frailties. Mr. Scarran, 
who forms à tight Judgment of Things when he 
conſiders them ſeriouſly, 1 is of my Opinion. Ap- 
ply to ſome honeſt, pious Man, that may lead 
you into the right Way. All is Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit; you muſt know it by Ex 

rience. Throw yourſelf into the Arms 2 
God: He is the only Being of whom we are. 
never tired, nor does he ever 725 off thoſe we 


love him. . 
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24} i 30} O THO! S „ ii 


b "cop * 5. ＋ E R K*. 
To Maden De Pam: 
of ths A'S 70, 15555 


— — 


Hadam, 
BELIEVE 962 TT World e cAimot produce 
an Inſtance of fo refined a Paſſion, as that 
which Mr. Scarron has conceived for you, ſince 
he had the Honour to ſee you at his Bed's Head. 
He finds no Body io beautiful as you, not even 
Madam De Longueville : To you he gives the 
Prize of Beauty, the Prize of Wit, the Prize of 
Virtue. You, Madam, are the only eie 

whoſe Name he pronounces with Reſpect. 
your Sake he has forgot the fair Unknown, cha 
pardon'd Madaillan. Madam De Brienxe, is 
Jealbus of you, and ſo is Madam De Fiefque 3 3 
2 judge 


judge then bow jealous I ought to be. I ſhall 
not thank you for that magnificent * Chaſuble z 
"tis a Preſent from too formidable a Riyal ; If I 
would be adviſed by my. Friends, 1 ſhould get 
you deprived of the Prayers of the Church, and 
forbid the Prieſt of M. Defandes Payen to re- 
member his Benefactreſs. Madam De Bonneau 
is juſt returning home from a Viſit ſhe made 
me: She is ſo much your Friend, and declares 
it ſo. chearfully and zealouſly, that I ſhould be 
aſhamed if I did not love you as much as ſhe. 
does. | 


LETTER XI, 


To Madam Fouquet. 
. May 255 1658. 


Madam, 


WILL no more importune you about the 

Affair of the Unloaders ; 3 it 1s. happily ter- 
minated by the Protection af that Hero, to. 
whom we owe all Things, and whoa you have 
the Pleaſure of, loving. The Provoſt of the 
Merchants liſtenꝰd to Reaſon, as ſoon as he heard 


the great Name of Taugt 1 beſeech you, Ma- 


for l „ .  Shbm De? "ſe has Ae me 


* A Veſtment worn by Prieſts at Maſs, 
[FE you 
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: 'F you continue your * 1 to me, and that 

| 7 you would not think'me' one too many in thoſe 
Walks and Arbours, where the Company think 
„ ſolidly, and amuſe themſelbes fo agreably. 


LETTER KI. 
fo rhe ſams. 


\ Paris » bY + 1659.1 
Madam, 


3 Loſs y you have ſt met with, became 
a public one by the Share the Court and 
City take in it. If any, Thing could alleviate 
your Grief, it would doubtleſs be the Proof this 
Event gives yqu of the Eſteem which all France 
has for you and the Superintendant of the Fi- 
7 nances, The Nation could not have wept more 
for the Death of the Duke of Anjou. As for 
me, who am your Debtor on ſo many Accounts» 
I have much more need of Conſolation than I 
have Capacity to give any. I loved that Child 
with infinite Tenderneſs; I had read in his 
Looks a Felicity and Glory which God has not 
ſuffered him to arrive at. His holy Name be 
praifed : Heaven has ſnatch'd him from you, 
Madam, but it is only to make him happier. 
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Paris, Fanuary 18, 1660. 
Madam, 5 096 2.6 
5 Sag Obligations you have laid me under 
have not permitted me to heſitate about 
the Propoſal Madam De Bonneau has made me in 
your Name: It is ſo honourable for me, I am 
fo weary of my pteſent Situation, and have fo 
great a Veneration for you, that I would not 
have demurr'd a Moment, even though the 
Gratitude T owe you had been filent in the Caſe, 
But Monſ. Scarron, though your Debtor and 
moſt humble Servant, cannot” "conſent to it. 
My Inſtances have not foftened him, nor my 
Reaſons perſuaded him. He conjures you to 
love me leſs, or give me Proofs of it that may 


be leſs grating to his Affection for me. Read 


his Petition, Madam, and forgive the Vivaefty 
of it in a Huſband who has no other Preſerva- 
tive againſt Melancholy, no other Comfort i in 
all his Afflictions and Infirmities than his be- 


loved Wife. I told Madam Bonneau, that if) you . 


would ſhorten. the Term, I might perhaps gain 
his Conſent ; but I now plainly ſee it is in Fain. 


to flatter myſelf fo far, and that I'preſathed''t5o 


: much 


muc 
cont 


| deve 


wall 


: 


1 
_ 


I 
"4 


| | | much on my Power. I beſeech you, Madam, 
continue me your Protection: Nobody is more 


devoted to you than I am; and my Gratitude 
| wil end but with my Liſe. 
% E 
Zo Madam de Villargeaux.” | 


Don t undertake to give you a Relation of 
1 the King's Entry: I ſhall only tell you that it's 


£ impoſlible to make you conceive theMagnificence 


on 
Vi 


of it. I think nothing could exceed it 5 and the 
Queen muſt needs haye gone to Bed ſufficiently 
contented. with the Huſband ſhe has choſen. 
The Cardinal's, Houſhold was not the worſt 
Part of the Sight: It began with ſeventy- two 
Mules; the firſt 24 were ſimply enough capari- 
fon'd; the ſecond 24 made a better Figure; 
and the reſt had Trappings of red Velvet embroi- 
dered with Gold, with Silver Bits and Bells. 
Newt came 24 Pages, and the Gentlemen and 


4 £3 Wie of * de Mornay, Marguis of Pillar- 
ceaux, was a Lady of great Senſe, exceſſively jealous 
of her Huſband, the moſt amiable and moſt unfaith- 
ful Man of his Time. 
ads In the Poſthumous Works of La Fontaine we 
a Eetter to M. Fouguet on this Entry, wrote half 
in Proſe and half in Verſe, in which Eis E 8 


1 often mentioned. 
£ a Officers 


8 
> 


( 4 


Oficers of his Houſhold ; and after them 12 Ey 
Coaches and his Guards : In fine, the Cardinals Vil 
Houſhold were above an Hour paſſing by. That Ste 
of + Monſieur came next, 1 forgot to tell you, 5 3 for 
that among the Cardinal's Houſhold there were | 1 Ft 
24 led Horſes, adorned with ſuch mignificent 3 He 
Trappings, that I could not take my Ey es from 1 ak 
them. Monſieur's Houſhold muſt, then, have 1 blc 
made but a very poor Figure; and ſome ſay 'Y a7 
there was a Deſign i in this; it was done in order L Co 
to expoſe the exceſſive Opulence of the Cardinal: 4 in 
| And this the Count 4. EArtes calls a faſtidious J ay 
i Simplicity. The King's Houſhold was truly, * V* 
Royal ; the Pages of the great and little Stables 4 Ju 
dextrouſly managing their Horſes ; the Mouſque- 3 7 
taires, whoſe ſeveral Brigades were diſtinguiſhed J 
by different Feathers in their Hats ; the Pages : 725 
of the Bed Chamber in Velvet embroidered with 1 1 
Gold; M. de Nodilles at the Head of the Light 1 
Horſe; Vurdes at the Head of the Hundred Stwifs. | 4 be 
Then the Lords of the Court fol- 4 * 
lowed the Light Horſe : There were fo many of ® | 55 
them, and all made ſo grand a Figure, that it 1 fig 


was impoſſible to give the Preference to any one. 
: | 1 Se- 
I looked for my Friends among them: Beuvron 


pailed by firſt, and looked about for me, but his 


21h 


+ The King's Brother, fo called, without any 
other Title. 8 a 


Eyes 
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Eyes « did not meet mine. I watched for M, de 
Villarceaux,, but he was mounted on ſo ſiery 2 
Steed, that he had got 20 Yards beyond me be- 
fore, 1 ſpied him : He was one of the leaſt mag- 
nificent, but, moſt £2 lantly dreſſed; his brown 
lead was conſpicuous, and great Notice was 
taken of him by the Speclators. All theſe No- 
blemen ſtopt to bow at the Balcony of the Abbe 
i Aumont : You know who was there. The 
Count, de Guiche, adorned with Jewels ſparkling 
in the Sun, ſurrounded with ſplendid Liveries, 
and followed by ſeveral Officers of the Guards, 
went up into the Balcony, where, as you may 
judge, his Figure was not diſiixed, for he was 
admirably well dreſſed. The "Marſhals of 
France preceded the King, before whom a Bro- 

cade Canopy was carried. (Part of the N. 
is torn here.)———With Eat Grace and 
Majeſty appeared the Chancellor, ſurrounded 
with Pages dreſſed in violet-coloured Sattin laced 
with Silver, and Feathers in their Hats. Tt is 


hard to ſay what made the fineſt Appearance in 


this Proceſſion ; were I to diſpoſe -of the Prize, 
I ſhould give it to the ® Horſe that carried the 
Seals. La Feuillade affected a Singularity that 


* ＋4 Fontuine ſays in his Letter to M. Fouguct, 


- Nor the Seals-Cashet proudly borne on Back 
Of Bea 75 2% %% aich-nam '{ Chancellor-Hack. 


did 
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( 
did not anſwer his Expectations: He wore black 


Ribbands and black Feathers. The Chevalier 


de Grammont, Rouville, Bellefondte, and ſome 
others, followed the Cardinal's Houſhold z\ every 
Body was ſurprized at it: Some ſay they did it 
out of Flattery, and tis probable there may be 
ſome Truth in this Aſſertion. The Preſidents 
& Mortier look'd ridiculous enough with their 
Mortar Caps, which at a Diftance one might 
have taken for Sweetmeat- Boxes. Next Sunday 
a Firework is to be played off on the River, 
They talk of nothing but Diverſions and Plea- 
ſures. For my Part, T have none greater than 


when I am giving you, Madam, Proofs of my 


Reſpect, &c. 


LETTER. XV. 


To Madam d'Albret, Wife of the 22 
of that Name. 


From the + Hoſpitalieres in t. James 
Street, 1660. Ye 


Madam, 


HAVE a moſt grateful Senſe of the Service 
I you have done me, and am the mygre 
charmed with your Manner of proceeding, . AS 


+ A Monaftery of Nuns. 


b 
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{ 23) 
you have granted me your Protection without 
having firſt promiſed it. There is ſomething 


ſo noble in the Action, that you may from 


thence judge of my lively Gratitude and pro» 
found Reſpect. From henceforth: then L may 
labour quietly in the Buſineſs of my Salvation. 
J have indeed promiſed God to give the fourth 
Part of my Penſion to the Poor. Theſe 500 
Livres more than Mr, Scarron had, are in Juſtice 
due to them, were it only to atone for __ 
Friend's officious Lie. 


LETTER XVI 
To Mr. de Hermilli. 


From St. Germain, $22. 18, 1664. 


E have made a Vow, dear Couſin, to 
to ſpend Part of the Autumn here; 
you muſt therefore make your Vintage without 
us: Believe me, nothing but ſo ſtrong a Reſo- 


ation as that which we have taken, could have 


made us refuſe your Offers. We lead a very 
uniform, yet pleaſant Life here. Madam de 


 Fieſque, Beuvron, Mademoiſelle de Pralin, and 


Coulanges, give us every Evening a little Con- 
cert. The Abbé makes Verſes, or reads ſuch 


as come to us from Paris. We have the Morn- 


ing to ourſelves, and the reſt of the Day we 


Wy : _ dedicate 


a: 
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dedicate to Play, Converſation and Muſic. At 
St. Germain there is nothing but Pleaſure; at 
Paris they do nothing but mope or ſleep. Here 
the Days are more ſerene, the Air purer, the 


—— —— 


; 4 | Zephyrs milder. Adicu, dear Coulin, I wiſh 
| 4 you à good Vintage. 
WL In. 


1 Do the Ducheſs de Richelieu. 


| Feb. 20, 1666 ä 
4 MOST heartily thank you, Madam, for the 
1 Retreat you offer me; but am now very 
1 averſe to removing from Sr. Fames's-Street : 
| | Nothing but a recluſe Life can ſuit me in the 
i | | Condition to which I am reduced by the Death 


. | of the Queen Dowager. I will do myſelf the 
nn | Honour to wait on you with the Veil, ſuch as 


F | you have beſpoke it. My Mourning is very 
39 different from that of the Court : I have my Be- 
we nefactreſs, my Traquility and my Happineſs t® 
1 weep for. Have you read the Sonnet which*the 
1 Abbe has made on the Queen's Death? *Tis the 
fineſt Piece of the Kind. The Abbe muſt cer- 
tainly be a Lover of Virtue ſince he praiſes it ſo 
well, 


— 
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LET TE R XVIII. 
To the ſame. 


March Jz 1666. 
Madam, 

SWEAR in the Preſence of God, that ceuld 

I have foreſeen the Queen's Death, I would 
not have accepted of that Match : I ſhould have 
loved my Liberty much more, and reſpected my 
Indigence. My Friends are very cruel, they 
blame me for having rejected the Offers ofza 
Man / Birth and Fortune indeed, but void of 
Senſe and Manners, IT have urged on this Sub- 
je& to the Marſhal's Lady, all the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt ſenfible Arguments I could muſter up; yet 
ſhe condemns me, and ſays I am the Author of 
my Misfortunes. Tis true I ſhould not now 
be regretting the Lofs of the Penſion that ſup- 
I "oy me; but God will make Amends for it; 
Z I ſhauld be lamenting the Loſs. of my So- 
litude, my Liberty, my Repole ; Bleſſings which 
God could not reftore to me without a Miracle. 
lk the Refuſal was yet to be made, I would do 
3 it again, notwithſtanding the extreme Poverty 
by which Heaven is pleaſed to try me: I have 
well conſulted my Heart; I have viewed, con- 
3 ſidered, and weighed every Thing: And I am 

5 'Þ 


( 26 ) 
not guilty, Madam, but unfortunate ; and that 
is indeed ſufficient. 


LIT XIX. 


To Mademoiſelle de Lenclos. 
March 8, 1666. 

OUR Approbation comforts me for the 

Cruelty of my Friends: In my preſent 
Condition I cannot too often repeat to myſelf, 
that you approve of the Courage I have had to 
make it ſuch. At the Royal Square they blame 
me, at St. Germain they commend me, but no 
where do they think of pitying, or ſerving me. 
What think you of the Compariſon they have 
dared to make to me between that Man and 
Mr. Scarron ? O Heavens! what a Difference! 
The latter, without Wealth, without the Plea- 
ſures of Life, brought good Company about me; 
the other would have hated them and made them 
keep their diſtance. Mr. Scarron had that Face- 
tiouſneſs of Temper, which all the World kno 
and that ſolid Senſe, which ſcarce any Body 
perceived in him : This other is neither ſpright- 
ly, humorous, nor ſolid ; if he talks, he makes 
himſelf ridiculous. My Huſband was excellent 
upon the whole; I had corrected his too great 
Freedoms ; he was neither mad nor vicious: 


His Probity would ſtand any Teſt, his Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs 


(97) 

tereſtedneſs was not to be matched, C——= 
loves nothing but Pleaſure, and has the Eſteem 
of none but profligate Youths, the Prey of Wo- 
men, the Dupe of his Acquaintance, haughty, 
choleric, avaritious and prodigal ; at leaſt I 
thought I ſaw all theſe Qualities in him. I con- 
gratulate you for not having received him, not- 
withſtanding the Recommendations of La Cha- 
tre; You could not have made him ſenſible that 
the firſt Viſit ought to be the laſt. Aſſure thoſe 
> who attribute my Refuſal to an Engagement, 
that my Heart is perfectly free, will always be 
free: I have too much experienced, that the 


happieſt Marriage cannot be deleQable, and I 
find Liberty delightful. Pray, make my Com. 


pliments to M. de la Rochefoucault, and tell him 
that the Book of 7ob and the Book of Maxim 


are the only things I read. You ſhall not be 


thanked, ſince you will not receive Thanks, 
but Gratitude is no Loſer by the Silence you in- 
join me. How many things do I owe you, my 


moſt amiable Friend, and how pleaſing it is to 
be your Debtor ! 
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LES TER XX. 


To Madam De Chantelou. 


Paſſy, April 28, 


OU ſee, Madam, how far I am from the 
Predicted Grandeur: I ſubmit to Provi- 
dence; and, indeed, what would it avail me to 
murmur againſt the Almighty ? My Friends 
have adviſed me to apply to M. * * *, as if 
they had forgot the Reaſons I have not to expect 
any thing from him. Shall I go to win him 
again by my Submiſſions, and ſue for the Ho- 
nour of being his Penſioner ? I have been ſent 
to M. Colbert, but to no Purpoſe. I have got 
two Petitions preſented to the King, in which 
the Abbe Teſtu exhauſted his Rhetoric, and they 
have not even been read. Oh! were it my Fate 
to be in high Favour, how differently ſhould I 
treat the Unfortunate 1 How little are Men to 
be depended on! When I wanted nothing, 19 
might have obtained a Biſhoprick ; and now 
that I am in Want of all Things, every thing is 
denied me. Madam de Chalais * has offered me 
her Protection and Intereſt, but from the Teeth 
outwards : Madam de Lyonne faid to me, I will 
ſee about it, I will ſpeak—in the very Tone that 
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® Afterwards Princeſs des Ur Ins, 
means 


( 29 ) 
means the contrary. Every body has offered me 
Services, no body has done me any. The Duke 
has no Intereſt at Court, the Marſhal is beg- 
ging for himſelf : In ſhort, Madam, it 1s very 
certain that my Penſion will not be reſtored. 1 
believe God calls me to him by theſe Trials : 
He calls his Children by Adverſities. Let him 
call me; I will follow him through the auſtereſt 
Rules: I am as tired of the World, as the Cour- 
tiers can be of me. I thank you, Madam, for 


the Chriſtian Conſolations you offer me, and 


for the Kindneſs which my Brother tells me you 
ſhew him, 


L. ETP BM (( 
To Mademoiſelie d Artigni. 


Paris, June 30, 1666. 
F all that the Poriy7ucze Ambaſlador's Lady 


relates to me concerning Danna Almera 1s 


„true, I ſhall have no Reaſon to regret either 


Peitu or Paris. That Princels is rich, generous 
and beneficent : She was educated here, and 
loves every thing that comes from hence: She is 
not upon ill Terms at Court, and her Children 
are amiable and good natured. The Portugueze 
are exceſſively polite, very ingenious, and mag- 
nifi cent. At Lisbon there is more good Com- 


C23 pany 


(30) 

pany than we commonly imagine; and the Heat 
there is not exceſſive: In ſhort, they promiſe 
me I ſhall find every Kind of Satisfaction and 
Delight. Now, what do I leave behind me 
here? Friends to whom I am a Burthen, People 
that don't know how to reſpect the Unfortunate. 
The Marſhal d Albret is the only one I have 
left: But Things are much altered ; he was 
formerly my Friend, now he is my Protector. 
He has been ſo good as to make Intereſt for me 
with Madam de Monteſpan Pray, manage Mat- 
ters ſo as to procure me the Honour of being 
preſented to her when I go to return you my 
"Thanks and take Leave of you, that I may not 
reproach myſelf with having quitted France 
without ſeeing the Wonder of it. 


LEFT III. 
To Madam de Chantelou. 
Paris, Fuly 11, 1666. 


9T1s determined, Madam, that I ſhall not go 


to Portugal. A few Days ago Madam 
Thiange introduced me to her Siſter, and told 
her that I was to ſet out immediately for Lisbon. 
For Lisbon, cry'd ſhe ? But that's a very re- 


< mote Place: My dear Child, you mult ſtay 


here; Albret has ſpoke to me about you, and 
© acquainted 
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(31) 
« acquainted me with your Merit.” He had 
done much better, ſaid I to myſelf, had he told 
her my wretched Condition. I deſcribed it to 


ber, but with ſome Dignity ; and ſhe gave me 


an attentive Hearing, though at her Toilet. 1 
told her my Penſion was cut off; that I had in 


vain ſolicited M. Colbert; that my Friends had, 


with no better Succeſs, preſented Petitions to 
the King; that I was obliged to ſeck a decent 
Subſiſtence Abroad; that the Length of the 
Voyage did not frighten me, having in my In- 
fancy made one to America: In fine, Madam d- 
la Fayette herſelf would have been ſatisfied wit! 
the * Truth of my Expreſſions and the Brevity 
of my Story. Madam de Monteſpan ſeemed af- 
fected with it, and defired me to enlarge upon 
it in a Memorial which ſhe engaged to preſent 
to the King. I thanked her in the moſt affec- 
tionate Terms; drew up my Petition in haſte, 
and was as well pleaſed with it, as if our Abbe 
had embelliſhed it with ſome of his own 
Thoughts, I got it delivered by the kind Lady. 
The King, as I am told, received it graciouſly ; 
perhaps the Hand that preſented it procured it a 
favourable Reception. M. de Filleroi joined her 
in the Application: He is almoſt the only Man 
of my Acquaintance whom I did not folicit to 
ſerve me, and the only one who has ſerved me. 


A favourite Phraſe of that Lady's. 
C4 In 


ſame Footing as the late Queen had granted it. 
Two thouſand Livres is a Sum more than ſuffi- 


cient for my Solitude and my Salvation. At my 
riſing I found a Billet from M. 4 Albret, ac- 
quainting me with this News, and that too by 
expreſs Order. I think that to impart the ſame 
to you, is the beſt Anſwer I can make to your 
Farwell-Letter. To-morrow I ihall wait upon 
Madam de Afonteſpan and M. de Villera with 
my Thanks. 


IL. E Tx, 
To Mademoiſelle de Lenclos. f 


Paris, July 18, 1666. 


HE Marſhal a Albret has always been my 

Friend, I don't know he ever was my 
Lover: An extreme Delicacy of Spirit, fair Ni- 
non, is the Conſequence of having ferved you. 
I ſee him every Day, and you know one may 
lee him fafely. You complain of his Abſence : 
I am too faithful in Friendſhip, to afford you 
room to Jay the Blame upon me. Come and 
ſup with me this Evening, and prepare to do 
your worſt, Madam de Fieſque and Madam de 


Coulanges have laid their Heads together to put 


the Marſhal in a merry Mood. I expect you, 


unleſs 


In ſhort, my Penſion is reſtored, and on the 
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_ unleſs the Marquis prevents it: Bring him along 
with you, if you don't bring your Lute ; but 
remember that we muſt have the Lute or the 


Marquis. 


LET TE R XX 
To Mademoiſelle de Pons.* 


Paris, Auguſt 2, 1666. 


ET me begin with Reproaches, and I will 
end with Compliments. Madam d' 4:- 


guillon has told a Friend of yours of your Mar- 


riage with one of the moſt amiable and the moſt 
honeſt Men at Court: This Affair is public: 
Every body talks to me of it inceſſantly. I in- 
quire of. all the World about it, while they 
think I carry on a Farce, and am really in the 
Secret. I cannot pardon you this Reſerve, un- 
leſs M. & Hudicourt has required it in the Mar- 


riage Articles: Nay, I don't know whether you 


ought to have allowed him to exact it; the 
Laws of Friendſhip are ſacred. You have been 


the Depoſitary of my moſt ſecret Thoughts, and 


I am not better informed than the public, of 
yours. It is ſaid here, that Madam de Chalais 
managed this Affair; that Madam de Thiange 
prepares for you a preſent worthy of herſelf and 


* Some time after married to M. 4 Hndiceurt., 


C5 of 


1 


of you; that M. 4 Hudicourt is as amorous as 


our Friend was; that you go to the Altar with 
the moſt noble and diſintereſted Air; and that 
the King has in few Words given great Hopes. 
Is all this true? I have promiſed you Compli- 
ments; but you ſhall have none till you have 


ſatisfied me in all theſe Queſtions : Friendſhip 


dictates them to me; let Confidence anſwer 
them, 


LETT . 
To the Abbe Teſtu, 


Paris, November, 15. 

ON'”T be alarmed, my poor Abbe, at my 
Devotion; diſpel their Uneaſineſs at the 

Hotel de Richelieu : In Solitude I don't forget 
Friends to whom I am indebted for all the Plea- 
ſures of it. My Life, you ſay, needs no Refor- 
mation : Father Bourdaloue would not talk to 
me in that Strain. You are now become a Man 
of this World; but you will not always be ſo, 
a Day will come, when you will prefer Heaven 
to Earth : You are made for God. Such as at- 
tribute my Retirement to Spleen or Sullenneſs, 
doubtleſs do not know me : Have I ever given 
room for ſuch Suſpicions? It is the Fruit of ſe- 
rious Reflection. I withdraw from the World, 
becauſe I have loved and do ſtill love it too 
| | much 
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much. You tell me I may work out my Salva- 
tion in it, but you mult needs be ſenſible how 
hard that is: I highly approve of this Maxim of 
Father Fo/eph, that to be virtuous in Paris, it 
is not enough that we are willing to be ſo. How- 
ever, I am not yet for leaving it; too many 
Engagements keep me here; and, conſidering 
my Weakneſs, I am ſenſible my Efforts would 
be fruitleſs. They told you the Truth, if they 
deſcribed my * Director as a rigid Man: But you 
ought not to have fancied him ridiculous. He 
does not forbid innocent Pleaſures ; but neither 
will he allow us to call thoſe Pleaſures innocent, 
which are criminal. His Piety is gay, affable, 
and not faſtidious : He does not require a Life 
wholly mortified ; but he contends for a Chriſtian 
and an active Life. He is an admirable Man. 
If you pleaſe I will ſend him to you and to Guz + 
briant, He begins with Attacks upon the Paſ- 
ſions; he conquers them, and in the room of 
them ſubſtitutes contrary Impulſes. He has in- 
joined me to make myſelf dull in Company, in 


order to mortify the Paſſion he perceives in me 


to render myſelf agreeable by my Wit : I obey; 
but finding that I yawn and make others do the 
ſame, I am ſometimes ready to renounce Devo- 
tion. 

* The Abbe Gobelin, Doctor of Seirbonne. 
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LET ENV. 


Paris, Jan. 3. 
1 Am ſorry, my dear Brother, to have nothing 
more than Wiſhes to offer you this Year. 41 
have not yet paid all my Debts, and you are very 


ſenſible this is the firſt Uſe I ought to make of ink 
my Penſton. With a little Æconomy you might 1 I. 
live comfortably : Your Extravagance cuts me P 
to the very Heart; break off with Pleaſures ; 1 L 
they always prove much more expenſive than 3 t 
the Neceſſaries of Life. Be nice in the Choice  *F v 
of Friends : Your Fortune and your Salvation JF i 
depend alike on the firſt Steps you take at ſetting 3 n 
out in the World. I ſpeak to you as a Friend; MR Þþ& 
apply yourſelf to your Duty, love God, be an I 8 
honeſt Man, arm yourſelf with Patience, and | 5 ( 
you can want for nothing. Madam de Neuillan * c 
has often given me this Counſel, and hitherto I 4 2 
have found the Benefit of it. Adieu, dear Bro- . 
ther; pardon this ſhort, friendly Sermon: I 4 


ſhall be happy no farther than you are ſo; and 
you will be happy according as you are virtuous. 
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F IL. EF TER 
23 To Madam d'Hudicourt. 


RED Ig 


3 Paris, March 14. 


De Vivonne has already ſpoke to me: I 


3 am very ſenſibly affected with the Honour 


intended me; but I own to you that I think 
myſelf quite unfit for it. I live quietly ; is it 
proper for me to ſacrifice my Repoſe and my 
Liberty? Beſides, that myſterious Behaviour, 
that profound Secrecy which they require of me,, 
without poſitively giving me the Key of it, may 
induce my Friends to think a Snare is laid for 
me. However, if the Children belong to the 
King, I conſent to it: I would not, without 


= Scruple, take Charge of Madam de Monteſpan's 


Children; therefore the King muſt order me to 


b 1 do it. This is my laſt Word. I have wrote 


almoſt to the ſame Purpoſe to Madam de Thiange; 
and *tis a Precaution inſpired by Prudence. I 
ſhould not have been ſo nice three Years ago; 
but I have ſince learned many 1 which 
preſcribe it to me as a Duty. 


E21 * 
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LET TER XXVII. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Dec. 24, 1670. 
HE little * one is better; Martha gave you 
a falſe Alarm: For my part, I never had a 
Moment's Uneaſineſs about it, and you know a 
little Matter is ſufficient to make me tremble : 
The Pains were pretty ſharp, but not attended 
with Convulſions. Make yourſelf eaſy then, 
dear Madam. The Children were yeſterday at 
Clagny ; the Nurſe came in, and I ſtaid in the 
Anti-Chamber. WhoſeChildren are theſe ? ſaid 
theKingtoher. They ſurely belong, anſwered ſhe, 
to the Lady that lives with us; I judge ſo from 
the Uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovers at the leaſt Thing 
that ails them. And who do you think is their 
Father, replied the King? I know not, ſaid the 
Nurfe, but J imagine him to be ſome Duke, or 
a Preſident of the Parliament. The F Lady is 
wonderfulfy pleaſed with this Anſwer, and the 
King laughed at it till his Eyes watered, 


* A Daughter of Madam de Monteſpan. 
+ Madam de Manteſpan. 


47s 


: # 2 one 8 E tt bo Safe DE 
* { 8 AE N e e 
e / , Re 
e VCC : 5 1 25 
. e 
ES K * N 7 p 


2 I F 


bi os 


> 
1 


LY 


(39) 


LETTER XXIX. 
To the Abbe Gobelin. 


| Paris, March 6, 1671. 

I Have heard you have been ſick; I leave you 

to judge of my Uneaſineſs; I ſhould be in- 
conſolable in loſing you. Madam de Monteſpan 
leads me a ſad Life; the King was an Eye-wit- 
neſs of it Yeſterday ; and theſe Quarrels, toge- 
ther with the continual Ailments of her Chil- 
dren, throw me into ſuch a Condition as I ſhall 
not long be able to bear. God be praiſed fer 
all Things : Forſake me not. 


L ETF FE. RAR 
To Madam des G 


WW HAT you write to me about is no Jonger 
a Myſtery any where but in the Country, 
J will tell you the Fact juſt as I had it from Ma- 
dam de N——., The Lady having confeſſed to 
a Prieſt who refuſed her Abſolution, was ex- 
tremely chagrined at it, and complained to the 
King, who, though much ſurprized, would 
not condemn that Prieſt without aſking M. d- 
Montauſier, whoſe Probity he reſpects, and 
M. Boſſuet, whom he eſteems for his Doctrine, 
what they thought of the Affair. Boſſuet did not 
heſitate to ſay the Prieſt had done his Duty: 
Montauſier 
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manner; upon which Boſſuet reſumed his Argu- 
ment, ſpoke ſo forcibly, and ſo opportunely 
brought into Play, Glory and Religion, that 
the King, who needs no more than to be told 
the Truth, roſe up very much affected, and 
ſqueezing the Duke's Hand, faid to him, I pro- 
miſe you never to ſee her more. Hitherto he 
has kept his Word: The little one ſends me 
Word that her Miſtreſs is inexpreſſibly enraged: 
She has ſeen no body theſe two Days; ſhe writes 
from Morning till Night, and at going to Bed 
tears it all to pieces. I commiſerate her Condi- 
tion: No body pities her, though ſhe has done 


good to every body. The Queen lent yeſter- | 


day to inquire about her Health : You ſee how 
I am, replied ſhe to the Gentleman ; give my 
hearty Thanks to her Majeſty, and tell her, that 
though at Death's Door, I am ftill but too well. 
All the Courtiers are about Madam de Montau- 


ſier. The Queſtion now is, whether the King 


will ſet out for Flanders, without taking Leave, 
That Day is a deciſive one. It is expected with 
as much Impatience as I expect Letters from you, 


with an Account that you have recovered your 
Health. 


Montauſien took up the Matter in a rougher 
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LETTER XXXI. 
| June 16. 
ADAM de Monteſpan and I have had a 
very ſmart Dialogue, and as I am the 
Party aggrieved, I have wept abundantly : She 
has given an Account of it to the King in her 
own Way. TI own to you it is with great Re- 
luQtancel remain in a Station that expoſes me to 
ſuch Incidents: I could find a great deal of Plea- 
lure in fetting myſelf at Liberty. It has run in 
my Mind a thouſand Times to become a Nun, 
and the Fear of repenting it has made me flight 
Impulſes which other Women would have taken 
for real Calls: I long ſorely to retire, and the 
ſame Fear prevents me. Tis a very timorous 
Prudence, and makes me ſpend my Life in 
ſtrange Agitations. I am very ſenſible I may 
work out my Salvation here; but I think it 
might be done with more Safety elſewhere. I 
cannot think God intends I ſhould ſuffer by Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan She is incapable of Friend- 
ihip; ſhe paints me to the King in what Colours 


the pleaſes, and makes me loſe his Eſteem : He 
looks upon me as an odd Temper that one muſt 


bear with, a delicate Genius that muſt be ten- 
derly dealt with, a preciſe Mortal apt to take 
Umbrage. I dare not talk to him alone, be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe ſhe would never forgive it me; and even 
though I ſhould ſpeak to him, my Obligations 
to Madam de Monteſpan don't permit me to ſay 


any thing againſt her. Thus I can find no Re- 


medy for my Afflictions; yet Death advances, 
and Time ſlips away. 


LETTER 5 5 
To the ſame. 
July 19. 


1 Ai ſtill in the ſame Way of thinking. As 
J deal ſincerely with you, I don't tell you it 


is in order to ſerve God better that I would quit 
the Court; I think I can ſecure my Salvation 
here; but I don't find we are any where forbid 
to conſult our Repoſe, and get out of a Station 
of perpetual Trouble and Vexation. I did not 
explain my Thoughts clearly, if you underſtood 
that I dream'd of being a Nun; I am too old to 
change my Condition; and according to the 
Fortune I may have, I ſhall think of ſettling 
myſelf in full Tranquility, if the ill Humours of 
Madam de Monteſpan continue. In the World 
all Returns are towards God; in a Convent all 


Returns are towards the World. This is my 


principal Reaſon ; the Conſideration of my Age 
comes next. They will not give me where- 
withal to purchaſe an Eſtate, I conſume away 

; with 


VVV 
4•4%4%„ . OR GS STA Fe. » 
4 * 8 * 
* 


with Vexations and long Watchings; I decay 
viſibly, and am oppreſſed with the Vapours and 
Melancholy. I am willing to ſuffer, and as I 
have cured my Impatience, and have nothing 
left but Sorrow to bear, it may be ſaid I have 
made ſome Progreſs. I do what I can to find 


3 Comfort in God. I confeſſed myſelf yeſterday 
to a Man, who aſſured me I did not tell him of 


one Sin. I am ſure you would judge otherwiſe 
of me. 1 


LETTER NC 
To Mr. d'Aubign&. 


Verſailles, Fan. 15, 1672. 

WW Hether I write to you or not, you ought 

to be equally perſuaded of my Friendſhip, 

and of the Care I will take of your Fortune. I 

love you tenderly, and am perſuaded you don't 

love me leſs. Thus, my dear Brother, our For- 

tunes are in common, and they will not be ſo 

ſcanty as they have been in the Beginning. I 

have ſpoke to M. de Louvois; he will get you a 

Poſt in a Regiment. Adieu; neither you nor 
Jare fond of long Letters. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To the ſame. 


Am very much ſurprized at hearing nothing 


concerning you, ſince the King has done you 


the Honour to appoint you to command at Arms- 
 dirff. I ſhall make no Anſwer to your Surmize 
of being on ill Terms with me: You know this 
can never happen, and that whether I careſs you 
or quarrel with you, I {till equally love you, and 
more too than any thing elſe in this World. I 
own that your Eſtabliſhment is not ſolid ; but 
the King has begun to be kind to you; he will 
go through with it: M. de Louvois will not op- 
poſe it. It is very ſtrange you ſhould think I 
have no longer any Affection for you, becauſe I 
have reprimanded you; which is the ſureſt Sign 
of my Tenderneſs. 


LETTER XXXV. 
To the ſame. 


Am overjoy'd to ſee you contented. The 
greateſt Encouragement to do a Kindneſs is 

to find the Receivers ſenſible of it. Therefore 
think of nothing but to do your Duty well at 
Armſdorff: Leave to me the Care of your Affairs 
dere. I am exceeding glad to hear you keep a 
Table, Your praying Deſk enchants me : I 
| could 
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could wiſh to ſee you at it, and be an Eye-wit- 
neſs of your Gravity. Be merry, dear Brother, 
but think of your Salvation. | 


L ET T-E RK NN 
To the ſame. 
Have received Complaints of your Conduct, 
which do you no Honour: You uſe the Hu- 
genots ill; you ſtudy the Means to vex them, 
and ſeek Occaſions to do it : This is unbecom- 
ing a Man of Quality, Be merciful to Men 
that are more unfortunate than criminal: They 
are attached to Errors, in which we ourſelves 
have been, and which Violence could never 
have made us forſake. Henry IV. profeſſed the 
ſame Religion, and ſo did ſeveral great Princes. 
Do not then moleſt them: Men mult be drawn 


by the Cords of Lenity and Charity: Jeſus 


Chri/t has ſet us an Example of it; and ſuch is 
the King's Intention. *Tis your Duty to keep 
every one within due Obedience: Tis the Pro- 
vince of the Biſhops and Curates to make Con- 
verſions by their Doctrine and Example. Nei- 
ther God nor the King have committed Souls to 
your Care. Sanctify your own Soul, and be ſe- 
vere to yourfelf only. I ſhould be very glad to 
ſee you here; but all in good Time. I have 
good Hopes, and M. de Louvois does Wonders; 
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we are greatly obliged to him. I repeat it, dear 
Brother, let not M. * de Ruvign ever complain 
of you again. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


To the Abbs Gobelin. 


ET your Nephew write me ſuch a Letter as 
I may ſhew. It muſt be barely Thanks for 


having ſhewn him the Princes at Yer/ailles. Let 


him praiſe every thing he has ſeen, and ſay ſome- 
thing about Education; but all this ſimply and 
with Energy. I know the Taſte of this Place, 
and what is fit for them. Madam de Monteſpan 


is actually treating about a Match for me, which 


will not be concluded; 'tis a very beggarly 
Duke : Such a Marriage would be to me a 
Source of Evils: I have already Afflictions 
enough in my preſent Condition, envied by all the 
World, without going to ſeek for Vexations in 
a Station that makes three Fourths of Mankind 
unhappy. The little + Duke is ſtill very ill; I 
love this Child not leſs than the other: There 
cannot be a greater Weakneſs than to love ex- 
ceſſively a Child who is none of mine, whom I 


* Deputy General of the reformed Churches of 
France ; he took Refuge in England, where he was 
created Earl of Galway. 

+ Duke of Maine, one of Madam de Monteſpar's 
Children, 
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(47) 
ſhall never have at my Diſpoſal, and who will in 
Proceſs of Time give me a great deal of Trou- 
ble. Truly, it is a great Folly to remain in ſo 
diſagreeable a Station, I conceive how much 
you regret your conducting me ſo ſlowly to God: 
I do but little Honour to my Confeſſor: Not 
that I do more Harm here than at Paris; on the 
contrary, I oftener think of my Salvation. It 
is true, they are fruitleſs Thoughts; for the 
Tame Humour of running into Extremes, which 
makes me deſire to quit my Place, becauſe I am 
plagued in it, makes me give over many pious 
PraQtices, becauſe I do not order my Life as I 
could wiſh, I have not forgot to perform my 
Devotions to St. Mary Magdalen. Give me 
your Opinion of the Media Noche? I am well 
pleaſed to be at it with the King, if you judge 
there is no Harm in it; and if there be any, I 


thall not heſitate to abſent myſelf for the future. 


Ye ought to be very ſcrupulous in your Enco- 
miums on me, as they ſooth but too much the 
Vanity of aPerſon compounded, as lam, of Vain- 
Glory and Self-Love. 


L E T. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 
To Madam d' Hudicourt. 

TH Marriage you have heard of was pro- 
poſed, but in a very vague Manner; and 
that was indeed ſufficient. That Man was not 
made for me; he has neither Fortune nor Me- 
rit; ſo that I had no great Struggle with myſelf 
in refuſing a Duke. I have thanked Madam 
de Monteſpan, and aſcribed the Cauſe of my Re- 
fuſal to my tender Affection for the Princes. 
I have ſo firmly perſuaded her of it, that I am 
ſure ſhe now repents her having had Recourſe 
to this Means to get rid of me. She does not 
ſuſpect I ſaw through her Drift, and loves me 
the more for it. This Morning ſhe inſiſted on 
my giving her my Word that I would not leave 
her: I have promiſed her every Thing, and bu- 
ried in Oblivion all paſt Bickerings : We em- 
braced each other, and from henecforth we 
ſhall live in Peace together : She offered me to 
ſign the Treaty of Reconciliation. It is a great 
Misfortune to live in a Place where good Faith 
and Friendſhip depend on Oaths: We muſt 
mould ourſelves to every Thing : I have already 


renounced my Humour, my Taſte, and my 


Pleaſures; and I ſee I muſt alſo renounce my 


Sentiments; but don't fear that 1 will ever part 


with thoſe that attach me to you. 
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LETTER xxxIx. 


To the Abbt Gobelin. 


BELIEVE Saint Bernard is right, and ts 
with Grief I-perceive, that to keep clear of 


criminal Things is not ſufficient: If other Mat- 
ters do not obſtruct one's Salvation in ſo great 


a Degree, they are, at leaſt, as great Obſtruct- 
ions to the Perfection you want me to arrive at · 


Vour Letter is replete with Devotion and Friend- 


ſhip, the very Things I would have my Life 
alternately ſpent in; but I am in a Place where 
People are Strangers to both. Would to God 
that my extreme Impatience to forſake it pro- 
ceeded from heavenly Views, and not from a 
Diſguſt for the Perſon you know. Our Princes 
are as ill-natured as they can be, and I cannot 
leave them too ſoon for the Quiet of my Con- 
ſcience. Beg of God what is neceſſary for me. 


LETTER I. 
To Madam de Coulanges. 


Return you a thouſand Thanks, Madam, 
for all the kind Things in your Letter con- 
cerning me. The two thouſand Crowns are 
more than I deſerve, but nothing is too much 
for my Care and Pains : I ſpend my beſt Days 
in the Service of others; I am always in mortal 
D Inquietudes; 


Inquietudes ; ; and you. cannot think how much 
| the Vexations incident to my Station have in- 
. creaſed the Vivacity of my Temper.” ! Want . 
| ReftyT' live in continual Action; Hot 4 Mo." ü 
ment to enjoy my Friends. The KIR 555 ee 
vours cannot make me Amends for at ele” 
Loſſes. I thank Madam de Sevignt: Let ber 
know how highly I deſerve that ſhe ſhould al- 
ways love me. The fair Vidtoire is juſt gone 1] 
out of my Apartment, very much Hettled, I 
ſuppoſe, at not having been able to perfuade me 
to ſup this Evening at her Mother's. I ſhould 


never have a Moment to myſelf, if T was not 5 

always giving Denials. My Servitude will have V 

an End, but alas! perhaps it will end in another | t 

Kind of Servitude. The little * one has retained t 

very well the Verſes of Mr. de Conlanges, and 0 - 

rehearſed them gracefully : Inquiry was made | d 

after the Author of them; I named him; it oc- | d 

caſioned a Smile 1 in this Place nothing eſcapes 3 d: 

Notiee( 41 | | | in 

| " CET DRE ME b- 
= Tuo be Abbe Gobelin. f york; thi 
: 1 have ſhe wn me ſome Tenderneſs, bur he 
they have not; perſuaded: me, and I cannot 7 de: 
lay: aſide the Project I have formed with. you: Ie | bee 

prelen me.with a Proſpect extremely tt Jt but 
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and whatever kind Uſage I may meet with "== 
I foreſee it will be attended with ner HS SY 
tions. Lead me where you pleaſe; Favour would 
not be ſufficient todetain me; judge thenwhether 
the Appearance of it might do it. I am over 
whelmed with Melancholy. They murder theſe 
poor Infants before my Face, and I am not able. 
to prevent it. My tender Aﬀection for them... 
renders me intolerable to thoſe, they belong to; 
and as I cannot conceal my Thoughts, I incur 
the Hatred of thoſe with whom I paſs my Life, 
and whom I would not offend, even tho? they 
were not what they are. Sometimes I reſolve: 
to check my Vivacity, and leave thoſe Children 
to the Management of their Mother: But I 
ſhould think I offended God, if I thus aban- 
doned them, and betrayed the Confidence their 
Father has in me: So that, vexed every Day, 
daily renew my Care and Attendance, which in 
increaſing my Friendſhip for them, afford me 
freſh Mortifications. They who impute to me 
M. de Lauzun's Diſgrace, hate me more than 
they know me. Had my Advice been regarded» 
he would {til} have been in Favour, and a great I 
deal 06: Pains. and many falſe Steps might have : 
been ſpared. I am indeed ſometimes conſulted, (>: 
but the Reſolution is previouſly taxen; they © 4 
don't want me to give my Opinion, they would 

have. me aſſent to the Advice of others. There 
| D 2 | is. 


(32) 
18 nothing ig Credit dub a Find of Decency 
and political Fetch: I am made uſe of for their 
own Ends. Pray to God for me, 1. aſk. * 
nothing but * Salvation. 


LETTER XIII. 


"Rk 25 the Same. | 
NOOLNESS enereaſes, and my F riends, you 
know; what Friends, compliment me on 
my Diſgrace. , Yeſterday I told Madam de Mon- 
_ Zeſpan that ſhe had ſet me at Variance with the 
King; ſhe gave me nothing but lame Anſwers; 
upon which a very ſmart, yet very decent Dia- 
logue enſued. In the Evening M. de Louvois | 
was ſent to me, to make me hear Reaſon. 1 | | 
diſcourſed with him, perhaps with too much | 
Sincerity; you know it is impoſſible for me to 
ſpeak otherwiſe: In fine, the Concluſion was, 
that I :#hould endeavour a Reconciliation. 1 
ſhall ſpeak to Madam de Monteſpan with, great 
Calmneſs and Submiſſion, but {till with a firm 
Reſolution to leave her at the Year's End. Let 
us renounce a Place, where one muſt act and 


"nt ee Conſcience. b | wil 
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LETTER XLIII. 
Js the ſume. LSU oy br 
RELAPSE into the Diſeaſe L had u en, 
which: is the Effect of Blood. overheated by 
deep Melancholy: I: cannot; divert it by any 
Viſits, and ani always:huti up With the King, 
Madam de Monteſpan and the Duke du Maine. 


God knows the Ground of my Heart, and I 
hope he will break my Chains. The King bas 


given me an, hundred thouſand Livres more, 
fo that this. makes two hundred thouſand. } 


am content, and my Mind muſt alter very 
much, if ever I aik them for a fingie Penny. 
There's Wealth enough for the Neceſſaries of 
Life: All the reſt is nothing but Covetouſheis 


that knows no Boutds. Don't mention thi; 
new Benefactio to any one. The Count de 
Vexin i is a little better: Phe Duke du dais 


is an Object of Pity ; like a Mother I feel all 
his Ailments ; he is under the Hands of the 


Phyſicians and Surgeons; one half of them 
would be' ſufficient- to diſpateh him. They 
heap Riches on me, and kill that poor Child be 
fore my Face. They give a Hearing to my Coun- 


ſels, and take them in good Part, but without 


the leaſt Intention of ever following them. 
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"Ii E T T ER XLIV. 
T o Madam de St. G: —. 


O want to know, Madam, how I hats 

1 come by. ſo. fine a Preſent ; The ſimpleſt 
Means in the World procured! it. The Public 
believe that I am indebted for it to Madam de 
Monteſpan They are miſtaken, I owe it to the 
little Duke. The King amuſing himfelf with 


him, and being pleaſed with the Manner in 


which he anſwered his Queſtions, ſaid to him, 
Fou are very ſagacious. How can I be other- 
«© wiſe? anſwered the Child; I have à Gou- 
« vernante who is Wiſdom itſelf, Go and tell 
ce her, replied the King, that you will give her 
« this Evening an hundred thouſand Livres for 
6 your Sugar Plums.” The Mother prejudices 
me againſt the King, and her Son reconciles me 
with him: I am not two Days together in the 


fame Situation. I don't inure myſelf to this 


Life, though I once thought myſelf capable of 


bearing any Thing, None would envy. my 


Condition, if they knew what Cares and Pains 
attend it, and how many Vexations it expoſes 


me to. Tis a Subjection that has no Precedent : . 
T have not Leiſure to write nor even to fay my 


Prayers; *tis a downright Slavery. All Bf 


s = 


F riends apply t to me, without percveiying I Can 
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do nothiug even for, my Relations. , The Regi- 
ment J have been ſoliciting this Fortnight paſt, 
will not be granted me. I am dear only 


when there is nobody elſe to liſten to. I hAve 
* | 


ſpoken thtice to M. Colbert; 1 have repreſented 
to him the Juſtice of your Pretenſions: He has 
ſtarted a thouſand Objections, and told me that 
the King only can reſolve them. I will get 


Madam de Monteſban to ſpeak for you; but I 
muſt wait a favourable Hour, and who kfiows 


whether it will offer? If it does not, I willcharse 
my Friend with your Aﬀair, and he will ſpeak 


to the King: I rely much upon him. 


LETTER XL. 
TOON; d Aubignè. elch 
| Sepr. 6, 1674. 


| I THINK ſcriouſly of a Match for you: Save 


your Money for the Charges of your Wed- 


| ding, which, I believe, will ſoon, happen, The 


hnttle Duke has been ill. "The Princeſs is as 
beautiful as an Angel. Matta is dead without 
Confeſſion. Villanari has been found dead in his 
Cloſct. Think of God while you may, and defer 
not * ur Converſion to the laſt Hour: We are 
capah le of doing but very little then. Excufe 
We. hore: Sermon, which flows from ſoli; 
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. riendthip. 203 am treating about an Eſtate, for 
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which J offer two hundred and forty thouſand 
Livres: Say nothing about It. 1 fancy we ſhall 
find our old Age pretty enough, if it be potible 
for Age to be pretty. 


L. ET TE R XLVI. 
To 0 the 1 
October 16, 1674. 
1 * buying an Eſtate; the Bargain is ſtruck 
at two hundred and fifty thouſand Livres: 
It lies fourteen Leagues from Paris, ten from Fer- 
failles, and four from Chartres, It 1s pleafant 
and noble, and brings | in I1 or 12, ooo Livres a : 


Year. They call it Maintenon: It is a ſpacious | 

Cattle at the End of a large Borough; a Situa- ö 
ticn that ſuits my Taſte. There's a Retreat for 
you, which will be the worſt that can happen 4 
to you. Madam de Monteſpan, who does not 9 
want good Senſe, and to whom I have ſhewn 
your Letter, pretends that you ought not to he- 
fitate about the Marriage J propoſe for you. 
Adieu. | 


=o E T TE R XL VII. 
20 the ſame. 
November, 20, 1674. 
- DID. not write to you ſooner, begauſe I am ; 
not Miſtreſs of my Time. You have ſeen 
Tome Samples of my Servitude, but you have nat 
ſeen 
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(69 
ſeen all. I deſire Leave to go to Maintenon for one 
Day, and cannot obtain it. I have People at work 
there, and cannot go to give them Directions. 
Tis a paſſionate Fondneſs J have for that Eſtate, 


and a new Paſſion too; ſo you may judge how 
much I ſuffer when it is thwarted. I never fee 


M. de Louvois without ſpeaking to him about 
you: I put him in mind of his Promiſes, and 
he repeats them to me; the true Court ſtile· 
Enjoy what, you have, till ſomething better hap- 
pens; and to comfort you. in your heavy, gloomy 
Hours, conſider that I can neither lie down nor 


riſe when J pleaſe; that when in Company I. 


long for nothing ſo much as to be alone; and 
ever. occupied I am always wiſhing for nothing 
to do. Think of God, which is a much better 
Conſolation, I believe we. hall go next Sum-; 


mer to Barege. Ko Re bed 


1 E T T ER XLVIN. 
7. 9 the ſame, 1 


November 30, room 

O to M. de Loudois, and return him 

Thanks: Love me always; be an honeſt 

Man; apply yourſelf to your Profeſſion; make 

yourſelf no Enemies, and all Things will go 
Wells Mun, I am ſetting out for f FLOW Ee 
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L.E TIHIERI XLIX. 
To the Abl Gobe lin. 

eOY/ 10.0 DIE I ammt oli Denen, 167 

[Perform as well as T can what you have or- 

dered me for the Advent Seaſon, and as 1 
cannot have any Merit by my Prayers, I have 
at leaft the Merit of Obedience. I pray, and 
tho' my Thoughts wander very much in this 
Duty, tis at leaſt fo much Time given to God. 
T pine' away, and wait for the Spring! God 
grant that the Acquiſition of Muintenon may not 
involve me in Law Suits, at a Seaſon which I 
wiſh to employ better. The King is actually 
fitting in Judgment on the Affair you know of : 
I have done my Duty: Vou may well ſuppoſe 
that the Court is for Madam de Verneuil, and 
that they think it juſt to oppreſs the Citizen. I 
perceive that a Matter of ſo great Conſequence 
will be tried by a very ſmall Number of Judges: 
They are but ſix, and the King, who certainly 
is upright in his Intentions, is yet not burthened 
with too much Knowledge: Madam de Mon- 
teſpan has not engaged to any Side; at leaſt ſhe 
has endeavoured to perſuade me fo, 


LETTER 


(5 
LE THEN E. 
Jo the ſame. 
| ip a long while ſince I have heard from you; 
and tho one's Life is ſpent here in great d 

ſipation, J ſtill feel with Sorrow the Value bf 
your Correſpondence: Vour Letters are become 
to me one of the Neceſſaries of Life. I am 
dying with the Fear of loſing all the Fruit I may 
hope from it whilſt I can have it, and of loſing 
you when I ſhall have put myſelf in a Situation 
to fee. you oftener. This is frankly enough 
giving you a Proſpect of your Death; but I be- 
lieve you are not frighted at it. My Sentiments 
and Reſolutions are always the ſame: The Re- 
turn from the Journey to Batege muſt be-waitdd 
for. The Affair of Maintenon is concluded. 
Pray to God earneſtly that he would break my 
Chains, if my Liberty is to be ſubſervient to- 
wards my Salvation ü Tis what I "EF" bs of 
n | | 


E ol 
To Madam de Coulanges. 


| | February, 167 5." 
AM more impatient to ſend you News of 
Maintenon than you are to receive it. I have 

bein there two Days, which ſeemed to me as 
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(99 } 
a Moment : My Heart is rivetted to that Place. 
Don't you; wonder that at my Age I ſhould be 
attached to ſuch Things like a Child? The 
Houle is fine enough, a little too ſpacious fyr 
the Retinue I N aſi to bring into it. It has 
Appurtenances of Woods and Groves,” whete 
Madam de Sevignt might dream moſt pleafantly 
6 . 
about Madam de Grignan. I wiſh I could live 
there, but the Time is not yet come. It is true 
that the King has filed me Madam de 1Zainto- 
nan, and I had the Weakneſs to bluſhat it; and 
tis s true, that I could thew him greater Com- 
plaiſance than that of bearing the Name of an 
Eſtate which is his Gift. I ſhall plainly tell 
Madam de Monte ſpan, that there are falſe Bre- 
thren, and that the Town is very punctualhy in- 
formed. in the Morning of all that is done here 
the preceding Night. My Huſband's Friends 
are wrong in accuſing me with having concert- 
ted with the King this Change of Name: They 
are not his Friends who ſay ſo, but my Enemies, 
and thofe who envy me: A little Proſperity 
creates many. The Journey to Barege is not 
yet fixed; when I return from thence, I Thall 
be more at Liberty, and have the Pleaſure of 
ſeldomer writing to you. M. de Coulanges is 
here, and we are not a little ſenſible of it; be- 
fore he came we were all dull and — 1s 
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From the Counteſs de. B—— 10 Madam 
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BEG you: rand = me ſomething; for 
this Lent : Thave found the Benefit of tlie 


Advent, by my Fidelity in performing what 


you ordered me. I am afraid we ſhall not go to 
Barege: The Morrow always ſets: aſide the 
firmeſt Reſolutions of the Eve; the Phyſicians 
can't agree. J. did hope for more bodily Reſt. 
and. more Peace of Mind, from that Journey 
than I find here. I have juſt heard a ſine De. 
clamation of Father Maſcarom s He diverts the 
Mind, but touches not the Heart; his Eloquencs 
is unfit for the Pulpit," yet he is in Vogue,” Hg 
told. us, that a Hero was a Robber, who did at 
the Head of an Army what a Highwayman did 
alone. Our; Maſter was not pleaſcd with the 
Compariſpn. | | | 20 
LETTER LIL. 
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de Maintenon.. * 


Tu Madam, one repays: ſo n by 
the Irkſomneſs attending your Abſence, the: 


Please of having ſeen you, that F cannot be 


obliped to you for the Viſit you made me heres 
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({ 262 )) 
n Account of the Uneaſineſs it has lEft me | 
under: And the World appears to ſo great Ad- 
vantage in you, that I ſhould have. quitted my 
Solitude, and launched out into it again, had 1 
not recollected, that among all I have ſeen in 
it, there is ſcarcely one Perſon like yourſelf. 
This Conſideration has made me cheerfully re- 
turn into my Hermitage, with an Intent to 
make the Freedom of Solitude ſubſervient to 
thinking oſten of you, tho? without pretending 
to the ſame Return from you; the Court having 
too many Perſons preſent, for the abſent to 
expect to find any Place there. But if I ſhould 
ſometimes happen to come into your Mind, 
let it never be, Madam, without thinking of 
me as of a Perſon, who. honours you more than 
a1 one laing and F007 is a8 ſincerely 

Vours, Sc. 


L E T T ER LIV. 
8 Mr. d' Aubigne to the fame: DM 


yr is as impbchble for me, my dear Siſter, to 

ceaſe to love you, as tis for you to leave ir 
chiding me. I ſhall not anfwer your Reproa- 
ches, by availing myſelf of that pitiful Right 
of Seniority, which T owe to Chance only; bit 
1 will follow your Counſels, which are che 
Fruit of a 8yſtem of Wiſdom formed by your 
we | own 


1 


(( 63 )) 
ewn Reflections. Iwill never more ſee the 
Count 4, becauſey though L might ſec 
him without Danger, I cannot do it withaut gi- 
ving you Uneaſineſs. I ſhould be ſorry to grieve 
your Soul. Tis: for the ſame Conſiderations 
that I promiſe to ſacriſice to you that Paſſion 
I am ſo fond of, and which you fo mortally 
hate, though it has not hitherto diſordered me 
ſo much as you have been told. Entreat Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan and M. de Louis nat to let 
me languiſn longer. The Vexation of ſeeing ſo 
many Men climbing to the firſt Employments, 
whilſt J remain in the Subaltern Poſts, greatly 
increaſes my natural Melancholy. I ſhould get 
rid of my Vapours, if my Mind were freed from 
theſe Inquietudes. From one Thought to an- 
ther, from Project to Project, Iſink into Dreamis 
that conſume me like a ſlow Poiſon. I ride out 
every Day, and find myſelf | the better for it. 
Circe's little one is a very pretty Child : His 
Mother recommends him to me, not as to a 
Relation, but as a F avourite 2; You plainly ſ 

ſhe is miſtaken : I will ſend him to you. I 

wither' d Beauty ſends you a thouſand Compli- 
ments, and ſays that you grow young again: 
Nothing keeps off old Age better than Favour. 
Love me, my dear Siſter: I ſhall,think myſelf 


age 
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me fmy, own. I daily pray to God that he 
would, make me as much his as I am yours. I 


have ſeen M. Briſacier: He\ is not a Man, but 


an Angel. Nothing ever inſpired me with ſo 
ſtrong a Deſire to he a good Cbriſtian, as to ſee 
Kine orgies PN, the Preacher of it. 


L ET TER LY. 


UF 4 Mallet de 8. 6 — 
Mb Dt fert has not 701d vou the 


| thouſandth Part of” my. Sentiments of 
Efteem, Friendſhip and Reſpect for you: Be- 
lieve me, they cannot be expreſſed by the moſt 
eloquent Tongue. I ſkull hever forget the Af 
Furances you gave me of yours, at a Jankture 
when the J Itars's had pereidiouſly' alarmed my 
Friendlhip. "All T have to with for, is to find 
in Madam d Menteſpan 7 Heart like yo Urs . 
Eſbould be the bappieſt Women on Earth, 1 in 


a Place, Where, if dhe has cver fo little Gra = 


deur, it N exceeds the Felicity attending it. 

But'it is vain to expect it. I have tried her on 
every Side by all the Ways I could imagine”: 
She is back it Bottom; ſhe is kind only By 
Freaks and Starts; even her Virtue is mere Ca. 
price; not two Daya together in the ſame Hu- 


mour. J am as much tired with ali thoſe \Ee- 


clairciſſements which tye me faſter to her, as with 


AG all 
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«( 63) | 
all the Bickerings that make me pine way” We. 
are Friends to-day 3 who knows" how it wilt 
be to- morrow : L ſhould be detler Pleaſed with 
a little conſtant Adverfity, than much Proſperity 
Without Solidity. In- vain I renounte all my 
Taſtes and Inclinations, and even my Senti- 
ments; they, nevertheleſs, lay horrible Things 
to my Charge, The Feaſt of St. Hubert is to 
be kept at Villers-Cottrets 5 they have given me 
four hundred, Louis, d'Or for Cloaths. Every 
Thing ſent into me by La Bretigni is in the 
moſt elegant Taſte. But what are all theſe, Va- 
nities, all theſe Pleafures, to one who i is ſick of 
the World and its Works 7 I greatiy envy your 
Tranquility. You can ſerve God in Peace; 
nothing would be wanting to your, F elicity, if 
a Fortnight ſpent | in my Place could make you 
fully ſenſible of its Value. Nothing can be.com- 
pared to what I 20 through, and I daily. pray to 


God that he would give me a Soul leſs ſenſible. 


The Biſhop of Senlis's Diſcourſe. with me has 
given me great Comfort. Pray tell him what 
Veneration [ have for him. 


DED LVL 


To My. d' Aubigné. * 

0 Man is unhappy but F his own n Fault. 
his -ſhall always be my Text, and my 
Anker to your Lamentations. Think, my 


dear 
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DILL CD 10 ol' 1613 vino u n 
Lear rother, on the Voyage to * on the 


1 e of your, F ather, the Miſeries of our 
fofancy, the Wretchedneſs of our youthſul Mays; ; 
and you | will bleſs Providence, | inſtead ofi mur- 
muring againſt Fortune. Jen Vears ago ye 
were both very diſtant from the Station we are 
now in: Our Hopes were fo; ſmall, that, we 
limited our Deſires to three thouſand Livres. a 
Year. We have at preſent four times as much ; 
and ought we to with for more? We enjoy that 
happy Competency, which formerly you ſo 
highly extoll'd. Let us be content. If Riches 
increaſe, let us receive them as from the Hand of 
God ; but let not our Views be too vaſt, We 
have the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of / "2 "5 ; 
all the reſt is ſuperfluous. All this Thirſt after 
Grandeur ariſes from the Emptineſs of an un- 
quiet Heart. All your Debts: are paid: You 
may live pleaſantly without contracting new 
ones. What elſe Can you wiſh for ! Muſt 
Schemes to grow rich and great be pur acd at the 
Expence of your Repoſe and your Health R530 


the Life of St. Louis, and you will ſce how little 


all worldly Grandeur is capable of ſatisfying t the 
Heart of Man. None but God is capable of 

filling it. 93 repeat it, you are unhap £4 
tro“ your own Fault. Your Piet 27 20 38 im- 
par Ju Health, which you ſhould preſerve 
19s were 


„0820 
were it only that 1 love you. Work upon your 
Humour; if you can render it leſs bilious and 


gloomy, i it will be a great Point gained. This 


is not the Work of Reflection only; you muſt 
add Exercife, Diverſions, an uniform and regu- 


lar Life. You will never think well, whilſt 


you are il] : When the Body is caſt down, the 
Soul has no Vigour. Adieu. Write to me 


| oftener, but i in a leſs moanful Stile. N 


LETTER LVIII 
i the ſame, ; 1 
Baxas, May 28, 1675. 


E have fine Weather and every Conve- 
nience. There is no more Fatigue in 


our Journey, than in going ſrom Paris to Ver- 


failles.. They receive us in all Places as they 


would the King himſelf, . Guyenne diſtinguiſhes 
itſelf. "The Duke de St. Simon treated us mag- 


nificently at Blayes, and the * Jurates of Ber- 
deaux got a very fine Veſſel there in readineſs 
for ; us. , One of our Retinue was drowned- juſt 
as we were going on board, and our Chaplain 
judged it very imprudent not to take Warning 
from that Accident. We went on ſafely with 
forty Oars, and paſſed by the City. Ships were 
fent off to ſalute us, ſome full of Violins, and 
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( 68 
others of Trumpets: A prodigious Concourſe of 
People cvered the Banks of the River, and 
made tile Air ring with Shouts of Long live the 
Ling. The Marſhal & Albret conducted the 
* Prince, to whom the Corporation made 
8 — . Remainder i is Io 4 5 _ 


LETTER. LVIIL., 
20 Madam de Monteſpan. 


* 


4 Barege, Tune; 10, 167 . 

HE Prince j is in Health; we are this Mo- 

ment arrived. This can't be called a 
Journey z 'tis a pleaſant Walk. The Province 
of Guyepne, has done Wonders, and I have firmly 
promiſed the Marſhal 4 Albret and the Duke 
de St. Simon to write you an Account of it. The 

King could not haye been better received: In. 

all Places infinite Honours and Acclamations. 
You would. have been charmed, Madam, and 
you cannot imagine to what a Degree theſe Peo- 
ple love the King. The Prince anſwered the 
Harangue of the Corporation of Bordeaux; M. Ie 
Ragois has taken upon him to ſend. you all theſe 
Particulars. In four or fi e Days we, ſhall begin 
to uſe the Baths ;; they relate Wonders of them 
here; but Patience is requiſite. There is a 
.preat deal of Company here; we ſhall be as free 
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however as if we were alone, tho? we are top 
much reſpected not to; be under a little Con- 


ſtraint. A8 
LETTER 8 
270' the fame. | 
IVA Antwerp, April 18, 1576. 
Madam, | | 


Ot Journey has been very favourable, and 


the Prince is in as good Health as the 
Marchioneſs * de Suger ; both alike unknown, 
both extremely fatigued, and both very much 
ſurprized at not finding here any Commands 
from you: We wait impatiently for them. We 


have the ſame Weather that we had on the Road, 


that is to ſay, the fineſt that can be imagined, 
The Prince is chearful enough, has a 2 $1 Ap- 
petite, and ſleeps ſound, It is but Juſtice that 
J ſhould paſs here for his Mother, ſceing I have 


5 all the Tenderneſs of one, and am not "Jef at- 


fected than you with all his. Ailments and In- 
Armities, 1 


-* Madam Scarron took that Name in the Journey 
ſhe made to Autaverp for the Cure of the Duke 
du Maine, who paſſed for her Son. 
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LETTER LX. 


To che fame.” \ od co 


7 


ni een Hitwerp, 
Madam, 
HE * Phyſician viſited the Prince Yeſterday, 
and ſpoke very ſenſibly concerning his In- 
firmity : He anſwers the Deſcription you have 
had of him, very gentle, modeſt, and no Quack. 


Yet I confeſs to you, Madam, that I am loth 
to truſt him with the Prince; but I muſt obey, 


He give us this one Day more to recruit our- 
ſelves after the Fatigues of the Journey, and to- 


Writ 20 410. 


morrow he goes to work. I ſuffer beforehand 


all that the poor Infant! is like to do. Tis now 
indeed, Madam, that you might reproach me 
with loving him exceſſiyely. I ſhall not be able 


to bear the Sight of the Apparatus: However, 
he has promiſed me to treat the e e | 


gently. He pretends i it is only a Weakneſs, and 


PRC * 


this removes my Uneaſineſs. The Prince ſaid 


to him, At leaſt, Sir, I was not born ſo; look at 
Mamma; and my Papa is not lame.“ He 
ſpoke this very gracefully, and with much Smart- 


Y F 


*-'T hat Phyfician was an Empyric, whoſe Skill 
was much cried up: His Remedies were ſo violent, 
that they lengthen d the Child's Leg without firength+ 


ening it. 


1 | neſs. 
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CT 
| neſs. We are quite unkown here, and ſhall, 
live very retired; Happys if wen bring back 
Health from hence. I beg it of God every Hour 
of the Day, and will: cauſe an hundred Maſſes 
to be ſaid with that Intention. My little Prince 
moſt humbly killes the fair THEY: 2 Hand, wt 


LETTER. LXI. 
70 Mrs & Aubien . — 


ö | 16 b Barege, July 8. 

1 WE hg been here ever ſince the 10th of 

1 uly. The little Duke has uſed the Baths, 
but we don't find they have yet had any Effect. 
We muſt have Patience, you upon your Rocks, 
and I in the Pyreutet. We ſhall meet again, if 
God pleaſes: I never Write to M. 4. Loudioit 
without mentioning you; and J often write to 
him. He will keep his Word with me, were 
it only to get rid of my Importunities, of which 
I myſelf am always aſhamed, but my tender Af- 
fection for you always over- rules my Baſhful- * 4, 
neſs. At the worſt we ſhall have Maintenon: 
If T'cannot live in it, I will at leaſt die there. 
Court the Favour of Madam du Freſnoy by Let- 
ters; ſhe is all-powerful in a certain Sphere: 
You ſce I am not caſt down in a Place which is 
more Frightful chan I can expreſs: To complete 
the Misfortune, we are freezing here, and have 


very 
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very ſad Company: They ſhew us much Re- 


ſpect, and make us yawn. However, I have 


leſs Care and Vexation' here than I have at 


Court. You cannot be too intimate with Vau- 


ban : The Friendſhip: of that Man . js 


more valuable than that of all the Courtiers 
together. All our Women are ſick: They are 
Paris Badaudes*, who. found the World very 
wide when they had got as far as Efampes. 


r Nie 
To the ſame. 
Brion, Sept. 1. 

AM in a Country where they ſpeak Poitevin, 
and this fingle Merit makes me find good 
Company in all Places. The Intelligence 1 
receive from Court makes me hope that I ſhall 
paſs my Time agreeably there, and be allowed to 
take more Care of myſelf than I have done herc- 
tofore: I am firmly reſolved: to do fo, and at the 
ſame Time employ all my Credit to get you out 
of your preſent Abode. You may depend upon 
it that I will this Winter think ſeriouſly of a 
Match for you. Be cheerful, and think of your 
Salvation : *Tis the only Thing uſeful and plea- 
fant, Madam de Adonteſpan writes me ping. 
affectionate Letters. T -1 
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NN LXIN. 
Cranes 


Richelieu, Sept. 28. 

HAVE Ada of Things to tell you con- 

cerning Poitau. I have been at M. de Vil- 
leite's Houſe, and am very much taken with 
him: His Wife is the moſt ſenſible Perſon 
among my female Relations; I have made many 
jealous here: Great Honpurs have been paid me, 
and the Intendant entertained me in my Paſſage 
through Poitiers. I have brought away the Hi- 
ſtory, I mean the Life, of my Grandfather, and 
ſeveral Papers that will prove our Nobleſſe, if 
ever there be Occaſion for it. Your State of 
Health afflicts me; be wiſe and ſober; give no 
Place to Melancholy, and ever bear in Mind 
that Good and Evil are to be found in all Sta- 
tions. Be frugal, and hoard up: All Things 
are ſubject to great Viciſſitudes; Favour and 


Diſgrace go Hand- in-Hand. Adieu, dear Bro- 


ther. 


LETTER ILXIV. 
To the Abbe Gobelin. 
ü From Litth Nis. 
1 Hana no Letters from the fair Lady. Per- 
Ions preſent uſe me very well; I can't ſay as 
E much 


(74) 

much of the Abſent; they forgot me: And you 
alfo, even you forſake me! Vex me no longer, 
OP dread the Muth F © my offended Glory. 
The Mountaineers are not ſqueamiſh, and will 
perhaps put up with my Decrepidneſs : 1 mall 
be as faithful to them as you are unfaithful to 

You'll judge by my Stile that our Prince 
is in good Health. I am this Day preparing to 
£0 to Confeſſion at Bordeaux, if J can find there 
2 Confeſſor that may underſtand me: I perſuade 
myſelf more and more every Day, that Solitude 
is neceflary for me, and Diffipation dangerous: 


I do every Thing you have preſcribed me. 


Our Almoner does not often fee me, becauſe he 
ts in the fecond Coach: He is merry or ſad, 
according to the Accommodation he meets with 
at the different Inns. He wonders at his being 
able to hold out under the Fatigue of a Journey, 
which'he makes in a Coach 'that travels three 
Hours in che Morning, and as much in the Af- 
ternoon; and at every Place he finds Dinner and 
Supper ready. I hear Maſs before we ſet out in 
the Morning, that he may not go without his 
Breakfaſt; for he piques himſelf on having hot 
Blood and a canine Apetite. He bled at the 
Noſe one Day as he was at his mental Prayers, 
and was very much frighted at it. You'll ſee 


me at my Return ſtill reſolved to be guided by 
| you 
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(75 
you as a Child, with great Indifference as to the 
Station in Life that may be allotted me; and I 


will leave the Court the Moment you adviſe me 


to do ſo: Were it not for you, [ ſhould be now 


at Maintenon. 


LETTER LXV. 
To the ſum... 


TEVER did 1 long ſo much to di ſcourſe 
with you. You will hear it faid, that I 
ſaw the King Yeſterday : Methinks I ſpoke to 
him as a/ Chriſtian and like a true Friend of 
Madam d. IMonteſpun. I am very uneaſy, and 


every Body here is ſo, more or leſs, but from 


different Motives. When I was but in a bad 
Way at Court, I was adviſed not to withdraw 
from it: Now that I am well here, I know 
not how to manage, in order to break looſe 
from People that detaĩin me by Complaiſance 
and Friendſhip. Theſe Chains are harder to 
break than if my Stay were foreibly required. 
However, my Sentiments don't alter: It is im- 
poſſible for me to make a Sacrifice, all my Life, 
of my Liberty, my Health, and my Salvation; 
hut this is not a Seaſon to withdraw. | 
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LETTER IXVI. 


| Jo Ihe fame. 
TO body can be more affected and taken up 
with your Grief than J am, nor is chere 
any T hing that I would not do to aſſuage it. 
I am very ſenſible that your reſigned Temper 
is the moſt ſolid of all Renitdies ; but though 
this Remedy ;keeps one from murmuring and 
complaining, it does not prevent the Impreſfions 
of Sorrow, nor hinder the Heart from pining 


under a Lots fo great as that which you have 


lately met with. Treat yourſelf then as yu d 
treat another, to whom you would preſcribes 
Diverſion. I am ever your Friend. Would 
to God I could ſupply the Place of the Perſon 
Heaven has deprived you of! I ſaw Veſterday 
our Friend Gantigny, and cannot be eaſy While 
I ſee his Merit ſo ill e | ES: 


55 L E T TE] R LXVII. ö 
'To the ſame, 


Have received the Treatiſe on the 888 of. 


FJeſus Criſt, which you have been kind 
enough to ſend me. The King is ſilent in re- 


gard to M. Gartigni, and I cannot, gueſs the 


Caule, of it. There are ſome Men, whoſe Miſ⸗ 
fortune 


4770 . Fay + | | 4 > oy 


* 


fortune it is tc to 4:0 a ſiniſter Conſtruction put 
on all their Actions, and to be ſuſpected of In- 
trigues becauſe they have Wit: Though Ih 
none, this has been my Caſe. I doubt not but 
our Friend is of an excellent Character: But 
they are not made for him; Merit makes but a 
poor Figure here without Protection; and thoſe 
who might be Protectors, are not fond of en- 
cumbering themſelves with, it. I have drawn up 
a Scheme of Life, for the Time when T ſhall be 
free and far enough from Court. I fhall here 
leave Margin, for you to add or retrench, as 
you think fit. TW + 


1. Riſe between 7 and 8, and Ws rs an Hour 
in Prayer. | 

2. Go abroad two Days every Week upon 
Viſits of Neceflity: Retire at 10 in the Evening, 
and go to Prayers with my Servants. 

3. Allot two Days in the Wenn you viſiting 
Ki Poor and Priſoners. 


4. Be modeſtly cloathed, wear neither Gold 


nor Silver, and give the Tenth of my Income 
to the Poor. 


Thus would J ſet out, 'till my Zeal mould 
enable me to do more, in Expectation of that 
calm, tranquil Time, of which I form to my- 
ſelf ſo delightful a Proſpect. I do nothing worth 
a Straw, and give Way to Sloth z which makes 
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(78) 
me fear that the Courſe of Devotion I am pro- 
jecting, may proceed from the ſame methodical 
Spirit which I diſplay i in the Furniture at Main- 


unon. 
* E TER LXVIII. 
"= Mr, d'Aubignẽ. 5 - 

| Seprembers... 
Y OU, labour under Cares and Vexations, and 

you participate enough in mine to make me 
farbear diſcovering them to you: And yet, with 
whom can I more properly bemoan, than: with 
you; the common Loſs we have juſt met with£ 
The Marſhal d Aret is dead; he wrote me 2 
Letter, before he expired, expreſſive of his 


Eftcem and F riendſhip for me. I have juſt read 


it again, and could not refrain from Tears. He 
died like a Saint: But how do. we know whe- 
ther he had Time enough to atone for his 
Faults ? Yes, he has Leiſure ſufficient; and he 
has atoned for them: Theſe ſeveral Years paſt 
he walked in the Ways of Salvation; In ſhort, 
I don't love to doubt of the Salvatian of my 
Friends. Let us, dear Brother, turn, our 
Thoughts towards ourſelves; we are both grow- 
ing old, and infirm: Let us then, by living 
well, ſmooth over the Horrors of Death, which 
are moſt terrible to thoſe who have led bad 


Lives. 
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LETTER EXTX:" 0 
To the ſame- | 1 1 


Oauer 1 8, 
Cannot i inure myſelf; to the Loſs we have FN 
tained : It is a great Misfortune to be fo ten- 
der hearted. Your State of Health makes me 
tremble; and my Indolence in the Service of 
God makes me dread your refembling me in this 
Point. I preſs M. de Loris; and he gives me 


Promiſes; Time will bring about all Things" 


We ſhall fare tolerably enough here: Let ws 
think of our Lot in the other World. I have 
been at Maintenon, which is greatly embelliſhed: 


Upon entering the Gallery, the firſt thing I ob- 


ſerved was the Marfhal's Picture, which drew 


Tears from me. The King intends to make that 


Caſtle a delightful Place; he has ſent thithec 
M. Le Nautre, and I daily find there ſome Pre- 
ſent from the fine Lady. You have a furious 
Longing to come into the Great World, and I 
to get out of it. Thus every one has his Afflie- 
tions. Tam as much affected with yours as with 
my own, though my Share of them here is, per- 
haps, A as great as IO 
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LETTER LXX. 


To the ſame. 


1677. 
Uſe my utmoſt Endeavburs to remove you 


from your preſent Poſt. M. de Louvois poſi- 
tively promiſed it me yeſterday, and. Madam de 
Monleſpan alſo ſpoke to the King about it. Arm 
yourſelf with Patience, and think that, while 
you, are complaining, there are ſome in the 
World who have not a Moment's Reſt, who 
are in a continual Slavery, and ſpend all their 
Life in doing the Will of others. Let not * 


Deſcription grieve you. 


Sho LETTER LXXI. 


To the ſame. 


| * 
Could wiſh to have all the Failings which I 


have reproached you with, and to be capable 
of receiving a Reprimand in the Manner you 


have taken mire. Be perſuaded too, that, from 


one of my Temper, it is the greateſt Proof of 
Tenderneſs that could be given you. Be con- 
tent; yau are going to the fineſt Place in the 
World. 5 1 7 nothing but how to ſpend 

your Time chearſully there; and think of mar- 


ry ing, that you may meet with no more Oppo- 


ſition at Cognac. I have ſuffered a great deal 
theſe 


EIS: 


theſe ſeveral Days: 9 Madam de Monteſpan's 


Turbulence will ſoon ſubſide; were it laſting, 
N be impoſſible to bear it. 


* ER LXXII. 4 
75 the ſame. 


WE ſhall ſhortly ſet out for Barege. We 

ſhall ſtop at Fontevrault, and probably 
meet again about the Middle of next Month, 
Live, my dear Brother, as chearfully as you can. 
You are in a fine Place, in a good Poſt, and 
your own Maſter: J i#now- ſome who are more 
wretched. My own Afflictions touch me leſs 


than your's. jo the 4 think. you are lighted at 


Court; we ſhall keep our Ground there. En- 
joy what you have like a Philoſopher. The King 


arrives at Verſailles on Mondaꝝ, and we ſhall be 
there on Sunday. They, thought themſelves rid 


of, us ; but you know me; I am not caſily 


aßen off: 
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ok. ET. HE RN Txx III. 
To the ſame. 


' Fontevrault, une 12, 1677. 

E ſhall ſet out from hence on Monday; we 

ſhall go to Poitiers, and then directly to 

Coignac. The Prince is attended by M. Fagon, 

M. Le Ragois, his Preceptor, Almoner, and ſix 

Valets de Chambre; and J have three Women. 

I give you this Detail, that you may take your 

Meaſures. To amuſe you I ſend you A Copy of 

a ſhort Letter wrote by the Prince to Madam de 
Monteſpan. 

Madam de Maintenon ſpends every Day in 

© ſpinning, my fair Lady; and were ſhe left to 


© herſelf, ſne muſt either do this, or write all 


Night. Adieu, fair Lady; I beg you would 
believe, that notwithſtanding the Liberty I 
£ take with you, I have that Reſpect and tender 
Affection for you which is incomprehenfible.* 


LETTER LXXIV. 
To Madam de Coulanges. 
Corgnac, une 16, 1677. 
1 Have juſt Time enough to ſay a Word or two: 
I am as much charmed with having received 
that Letter, as I am vexed at not being able to, 


anſwer it. I thank you for the Advice, and will 
; 2 N make 


make good Uſe of it; Lalways had a Suſpicion 
of his; (or her) Sentimerts, and I wiſh I had 
been miſtaken, My Compliments to M. de 
Coulanges, and then to the Abbe, and then to 


the Abbeſſe. I ſhall ever be, & eat Hat A N F 


N. ET TER LEV; 
To Madam de Monteſpan. 
Baarege, Saturday. 

- Adaddth nm voy 1463 iss OYSv19 
| I Have nothing to add to M. Fagen's Account. 
The. Prince well deſerves that you ſhould: 
write a Billet to him: He avers that your Let» 
ters are as fine as your Eyes. Let me relate to 
you an Anſwer that has pleaſed me, becauſe. it 
ſeemed to me above his Years: was: checking: 
him yeſterday for ſome baughty Ways, and IL. 
told him that the King was politet than him. 
It is very eaſy for him to. beſo, anſwered he; 
© he has a certain Knowledge of his Rank, and 
I am ignorant of mine.“ He ſpoke this in a 
Tone fo reſolute and ſo concerned, that I could 
not refrain from a Sigh. Madam ds Freſnoy 
writes to me in the moſt gracious Strain. I moſt 
humbly thank you, Madam, for it; and no 
body can be with more Gratitude. and Re- 
ſpect, . | 503 
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* LETTER LXXVI. | 
| To the ſame. 


Madam, 1677. 


THE youngeſt of Authors comes to beg your 

Patronage for his Works. He would have 
been very glad of being eight Years complete 
before they were ſent into the World; but 


he was afraid his Gratitude would have been 


ſuſpected, had he lived above ſeven Years with- 
out giving you 4 public Teſtimony of it. In 
effect, Madam, he is in a good Meaſure in- 
debted to you for what he is. Though his Birth 


has been happy enough, and there are few Au- 
thors to whom Heaven has been as kind as to 


him, He acknowledges that your Converſation 
has largely contributed to perfect him in what 
Nature had begun. If he thinks with any Rec- 


titude, if he expreſſes himſelf with any Grace- 


fulneſs,. and if he already knows how to make 
2 pretty juſt Diſcernment between Men, theſe 


are ſo many Talents which he has endeavoured 


* This Letter was printed the following Year at 
the Head of a Book entituled, Diwer/e Works an 
Author of ſeven Years old. This Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ſays; Bayle, has a moſt delicate Turn; one would 


think the Subject was not touched, or that the 


Writer intended only to ſæim lightly over it; yet the 


Eulogy is exquiſite, and a great deal js ſaid in few 


Words. 
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10 ſteal from you. For my Part, Madam, as I 
know his moſt ſecret Thoughts, I have obſerved 
with what Admiration he hears you talk; and I 
can with Truth aſſure you, that he is much 
readier to liſten. to you than to all his Books, 
You will find in the Work I preſent to you, 
ſome tolerably good Paſſages of antient Hiſtory : 
But he fears, that, in the Croud of . marvellous 
Events that have happened in our Days, you 


will be but little affected with any Information 


he can give you of former Ages: And he has 
the more Reaſon. to fear it, as he has expe- 
rienced the ſame Thing in reading Books. He 
ſometimes thinks it ſtrange, that Men ſhould 
have laid themſelves under a Neceſſity to charge 
their Memory with Authors that tell us Things 
ſo: much inferior to what we now behold. How 
can he find any thing ſtriking in the Victories of 
the Greets and Romans, and in all that Florus 
and Juſtin relate to him? From his Cradle his 
Nurſes have accuſtomed his Ears to greater Ex- 
ploits. The Greets taking a certain Town in 
ten Vears, is related to him as a Prodigy: He is 
but ſeven Years old, and has already heard 77 
Deum ſung in France for the taking of above a 


hundred Towns. All this, Madam, puts him a 
little out of Conceit with Antiquity. He is na- 


turally proud; I plainly perceive he thinks him- 
— — "RE 
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(6860 | 
ſelf deſcended from à good ' Houſe 3 and with 
whatever Eulogies one, might talk to him of 
Alexander and Ceſar, I doubt whether he would 
put himſelf upon a Level with the Offspring of 
thoſe great Men. I aſſure myſelf that you will 
not diſapprove of this little Pride in him, and 
that you will acknowledge he is no bad Judge of 
Heroes : But you muſt alſo acknowledge, that 
I am no bad Judge in making Preſents, and that, 
ſeeing I had a Deſign to dedicate a Book to you, 
I could not pitch upon, an Author more agree- 


able to you, nor one in whom you have a 


greater Intereſt, I am, Madam, your moſt 
humble, Cc. 54x; | 
LS TT . 
From Madam de Monteſpan to the King. 


Vo aſked me, my Dear, whether your 


Crown was not the Charm of your Love? 


- 


* This is the famous Letter which Madam 47 
Maintenon is ſaid to have diftated to the Marchioneſs 


de Monteſpan, and to which the Fertune of M. ge 


Maintenon is commonly attributed, in conſequence 
of the Fancy Louis XIV. took to the Writer of it, I 


think it has appeared in print elſewhere. Some Per- 


ſons, who intereit themſelves in the Memory of M. 


de Maintenon, have aſſured me it is apocryphal, anc 


that ſhe diſapproved too much the Amours of M. 7s 
Moznteſpan, to be capable of Writing Letters of this 


Nature. However, I would not ſuppreſs it, leſt I 


ſhould be taxed with a material Omiſſion. 
. And 


And when I anſwered, that I loved nothing in 
you but yourſelf, you told me, that I might poſ- 
ſibly deceive myſelf. | I had anſwered you much 


better, could I have made you ſenſible how: 


much your Doubt alarmed me. I have ſince 
examined my Heart in ſecret: And oh! how' 


well has it ſhewn me that Ambition does not 


act like Love! Theſe two Paſſions are. eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed: What Uſe do you make of your 
Penetration, ſince you don't diſcern the Diffe- 
rence? Fambitious* I, who think I fee in the 
Eyes of all Women the ſame Love I feel l in my 
Heart for the moſt amiable of Men T © | 
Muſt you be reminded of the Quarrel I had 
with you a; few Days ſince concerning your 
Coldneſs? I don't remember what I then ſaid to 
you, but I very well know Ambition never 
talked in that Strain. What did you not ſay to 
me, to make me eafy ? If I had loved the King 
only, would I not have been ſatisfied with your 
Excuſes ? Would you have found it ſo difficult 
to perfuade and appeaſe me? When I ſee Ten- 
derneſs ſpeaking through your Eyes, don't you 
perceive the ſame Paſſion anſwering you in 
mine ? Could Ambition put on ſuch a Diſguiſe? 
When my Heart yields to the moſt delightful 


Tranſports, and finks under them, tell me, my 
Dear, is this the Effect of Ambition? You love, 


and 


TD (88, ) 
and you don't diſcern Love! I could ſay more 


to you, but Vexation ſnatches the Pen from my 
Hand. 


LET FER VIII. 
To Madam de S. G 
Verſailles, Monday — 1677. 
12 er right in telling you, Madam, that XI. 
* would pa the Part of a Dupe 
978 0 this Affair. He is a Man of great 
Senſe, but has no worldly Wiſdom. With all 
his Zeal, he has done the very Thing which 
Lauzun would have been aſhamed to hive done. 
He wanted to convert them, and he has recon- 
ciled them. Theſe are all idle Projects: There 
is none beſides + LA Chaife that can make them 4 
fucceed: He has "ten deploted with me"the 1 8 
King's Trregularities'; - But if he ſpoke ſincerely, 7 
wouldhe not interdi&thim the Sacraments? You J 
plainly ſee there is ſome Truth in the P e | 
TLettert. Father La Chaiſe is an honeſt Man 


but the mY of the Court taints the pureſt Vit. 
tun 

* Probably Mont. Baſrnees how Biſhop, of ks 
505 Memoirs relate this Fact in a Way that does no 
Honour ta that Prelate, whoſe Penttration wh 2 
abuſed, but whoſe Probity was ſo well known, that 94 
after the Reconcihazion he found himſelf rather the 2 
better for it at Court; nos BE Sel Affair Pre) Sake 
his Reputation in the leaſt: * FB Vans = 
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due. I ſend you 1 2 Miſt of che Verſes inter 
the Printe's Picture: T hough they are Boillan 5 
it runs in my Mind that Racine, and even Cou- 
langes, could have made better. 


1. E F T E R LXXIX. 
To the Abbe Gobelin. 


7 erſailles, 1677. 

SEND; me ſome News of. Siſter Saint-Baſil. u 

I believe ſhe is reſolved to leave Port- Royal; 
but I know not whether the Hoſpitallers are re · 
ſolved to receive her: T am very ready to con- 
duct her to them. Think of that poor Girl, I 
beſeech you: You Saints are eruel: Yet we 
ought to help one another's Weakneſs. alter- 
nately. I wiſh more ardently than ever to be 
out of this Place, and confirm myſelf more and 
more in the Opinion that I cannot ſerve God 
here: But I ſpeak the leſs of it to you, becauſe 
it occurs to me that you tell every thing to the 
Abbe 7. There's an Inſtance of my native 


Sincerity; and I believe you will like it much 
better than an Alteration in the Confidence I re- 
poſe in you. I am going to Maintenon, to 


Madam de Maintenon had = acquainted with 
her at the Hoſpitallers in St. Fames's-/{reer, and had 
conceived Eſteem enough for her to conſult-with her 
about the Conſtitutions of St. Or, a religious Com: 
munity of Ladies. 
make 
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(99.)) 
make a Trial of Solitude, and of the Courſe of 
Lite of which I lately ſent you a Sketch. 


T8 We e 
To the Abb Teſtu. 


ND thus it happens that the Inquiſitive 

are always the worſt informed. My Re- 
moval from Court is a Point ſo little decided, 
that I hold to it by ſtronger Tyes than ever. 
Thave no Cauſe of Diſcontent, and, doubtleſs, 
you have been purpoſely ill informed. The 
Idea of becoming a Nun never came into my 
Head; therefore make Madam de la Fayette eaſy. 
We have laughed heartily at your honouring 
me with a Suſpicion, that I have taken it inte 
my Head to give Credit to what People ſay of 
the Vapours : It is true they are much more riſe 
here than formerly; but you very well know 
that we muſt go higher up to find the Source of 
this Faſhion. Every Body here fluctuates be- 


' tween Fear and Hope; we are promiſed great 


Events: You'll ſee by the Manner in which 1 
ſhall be concerned therein, that I little think of 
leaving this Place: No, I will never leave it 
till you are worthy of having an Abbey. The 
King has poſitively ſaid, that for the future he 
will have none but pious Clergymen preferred. 
You are going to ſay, What a Number of Ab- 

beys 


beys will be vacant? ao my poor Abbe r 
Don't write to me when your Fit comes upon 
you: You ſee and paint every Thing ſo dark, 
that if I loved Solitude 18 would make me 
hate it. 


rn Ry: LXXXI. 
To the Abbe Gobelin 


OU take too ſeriouſly what I wrote to you 
I don't ſuſpect you of having revealed my 
Confeſſion to the Abbe, 7%, But as he is an 
inquiſitive Man, I thought he might worm 
out of you more than I would have him knows 
It occurr'd to me, that he had learned from you 
the Deſign I had formed to leave this Place, of 
which he knew nothing, before but aerial Pro- 
jects. This is all I meant; therefore give yours 
ſclf no farther. Uneaſineſs, 


LETT E R LXXXII. 
To the fame. 


Arrived Yeſterday from Maintenon, where 

I ſpent eight Days with a Serenity and Con- 
tent of Mind that makes me reliſh the Court 
worſe than than ever; and if I gave vent to my 
Inclination, I ſhould he ready every Hour of the 
Day to petition for Leave to retire : It is impoſ- 
lible for me to lead the ſame Liſe much longer, 


1 


7 
* undertake too "much, for the Body or the 
Mind, and perhaps both, not to fink under it. 
Tr will happen as God pleaſes: I frequently 
offer up to him my Sufferings, real or imagi- 
nary ; and if his Will was known to me, I 


would follow it in all Points, even the moſt op- 


polite to my Temper. I am on very good 
Terms with the King, who no longer dreads 
the Converſation of the ine Genius. ] am not 
upon ill Terms with Madam dr Aferteſpan, and 
'T make uſe of this Seaſon to let her underſtand 
that I want to retire; She anſwers but little to 
this Propoſal. I recommend the King to your 
Prayers, as he lands on . Brink of a great 
ie 


. 


15 E T T- E R IXXXIII. 
To Mir. d' Aubigné. 


ETHINKS you have no natural Affection 

for your Relations: J am not ſo, but feel a 

great Tenderneſs for them: They have their 
Failings, and ſo has every body. We muſt not 
break off Friendſhip with any: There are Times 
when it is neceſſary to live among Relations, 
and then a complaiſant Habit proves a great Re- 
ſource. I have found Mademoiſelle de Floigny 


* Louis XIV. called Madam Scarron the fine 
Genius of Madam de Monteſpar. 


very 
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(093) 
very handſome and very amiable; but I know 
not why yu regard this Negotiatipn as 4 Thing 
yet to be done, when I hear that you are ſatiſ- 
fied with all the Conditions, that nothing re- 
mains but to ſign the Contract, and go to 
Church. I make you an Offer of having the 
Nuptials celebrated at Maintenon. I have been 
told you have laſt fourteen thouſand Livres at 
play this Winter: I hope you will game no 
more, if you marry : I believe you are toa ho- 
neſt to put your, Wife and Children in the right” 
Road to the Hoſpital. | For my Part, I am not 
in a Humour to ſtreigliten myſelf in order to ſup- 
ply your Extravagancies, when I hear, that 
whilſt I am ſaving, even in Neceſſaries, to fur- 
nith my Country Seat, you ſtake a thouſand 
Piftoles at play, and ſpend more in a Month 
than I do in a Year, From! this motherly Ad- 
monition conclude, that I have all the Tender- 
neſs of a Mother. If you marry, let good Mo- 
tives prompt you to an Affair of ſuch Import- 


ance. Adieu. I have already ſent a Cradle to 


Maintenon, as a Piece of Furniture you may 
probably want, 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
To, the ſame. 


LOK upon your Marriage in the beſt Point 
of View, ſince it is done: God has per- 
mitted it, and you have nothing but Thanks to 
return him. Game no more, and be frugal. 
Enjoy Tranquility and Freedom; and eſpe- 
cially, my dear Brother, reſiſt that Melancholy 
to which you are ſo naturally inclined. Vou 
are not ill looked upon here; they approve of 
your Marriage. Your. Wife is pious, young, 
aftable, and loves you: A richer one would have 
been leſs tractable. Lay open your Heart to me 
without Reſerve concerning her, that I may 
treat her better or worſe, according as you are 
more or leſs ſatisfied with her Conduct. She 
has a. Failing, which is an Affectation of laugh- 
ing, and ſpeaking with an affected Grimace, 
like Madam de Longueville, who could act ſuch 
a Part with the Countenance and Wit of. an 
Angel. For God's Sake let her ſpeak naturally, 
It is a troubleſome Office to ſet up for her Gou- 
vernante; but I would not do it, if I loved her 
leſs than I do. Adieu, dear Brother, be cheer- 
ful: Think of the Condition in which we were 
born, and we ſhall eſteem ourſelyes happy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER EXIZE 
To the ſame. 

A WIFE of fifteen” is no ſmall Plague : N 

wonder at your dreaming of ramblin g about 
the Kingdom ! The poor Child] Can you think 
of leaving her alone? She writes to me, that it 
will break her Heart. Either ſtay at home, or 
take her along with you in your Travels. I 
ſend you an Account of what T have laid out to 
cloath her, and for the Wedding; not with a 
View that you ſhould pay it, but to let you ſee 
that Money runs away faſt, and that the Sum is 
large for Perſons in our Circumſtances. Your 
Wife's Shifts are as fine as the Queen wears; 
and no Man living has Linen to exceed your's : 
I never had, nor ſhall I ever think of having 
any ſo curious, tho” I live at Court, where Ex- 
ample carries every thing to Exceſs. You will 
infallibly ruin me, my dear Brother, if your be 
not ſaving on your Part. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 

To Madam d' Aubigne. 
OU have here, moſt amiable Siſter, a Cal- 
culation of what your daily Expence 
ought to amount to for twelve Perſons, viz. 
Monſieur and Madam, three Maid Servants, 
four 


| | (9) 
four Footmen, two Coachmen, and a Valet de 
Chambre. hs | D 


I Livres. Sols. 
Fifteen Pon of Butcher's Meat, : en UK 


| ait 5 Sols per Pound, — — 
| Two Joints of Roaſt Meat, . 10 


Bread. ————u— - — 10 
Mt N Wine n ; 
* Wood for Fewel,—— — 2 — %% 
Fruit, — — — — — —1 — TO 3 
Candles, — —' — — — 0 — 08 3 
Wax Candles, . — — OO —10 3 
14 — 13 


Add to | theſe Waſhing, Salt and Spices, your 4 
Expences need not exceed fifteen Livres So -- . 
Diem. I reckon four Sols in Wine for four 
Footmen and your two Coachmen: Madam 
de Monteſpan allows no more to her's; and if 
you keep Wine in your Cellar, it would coſt you 
but three Sols. I have ſet down ſix Sols for the 
Valet de Chambre, and twenty for you and 
your Spouſe : I reckon every Thing at the leaft, 
I allow a Pound of Candles, becauſe the Days 
are ſhort. I ſet down forty Sols for firing, tho 
you want only two Fires ; and I allow thirty 
Sols for Fruit, tho' Sugar is but eleven Sols, and 
a Quarter of a Pound is ſufficient to ſweeten a 
Compote. I ſet down two Pieces of roaſt Meat, 
One 


FS 


4697 
one of which may be ſaved when Monſieur or 
Madam dines or ſups abroad: But then I forgot 
a boiled Fowl in the Soup. We underſtand 
domeſtic Oeconomy, and filF you may, with- 
out exceeding the fifteenth Livre, have ſome- 


times a Courſe of Sauſages, ſometimes of Sheeps 


Tongues, the eternal Pyramid, and the Com- 


pote which you are ſo fond of. All this granted, 
which TI learn at Court, dear Child, your Table 
Expence ſhould not exceed 6000 Livres. 

For Cloathing, Madam, 


let us ſet down 
For Monſieur, — — 1000 
For Wages and Liveries, £000 
For Houſe Rent — 1000 


ou 


7 „ 


Is not all this very decent and elegant? If 


this Calculation may be of any Uſe to you, I 
ſhall not regret the Pains I haye taken about it; 
at leaſt it will ſhew you that I know ſomething 
of Houſhold Affairs. Adicu, dear Child; love 
me as I love you, | 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 
To Madam de Monteſpan. 


Maintenon, March 1 3, 1678. 
Madam, 


OU could not ſend me a more agrecable 
Piece of News than the Surrender of Ghert : 


In all Appearance the Citadel has capitulated by 


this Time. The King will foon return to you, 
Madam, overflowing with Love, and reſplen- 


dent with Glory. I participate infinitely in 


your Joy. My Siſter and Brother arrived here 
yeſterday, with a grateful Senfe of your Kind- 
neſs to them. The Prince is in Health: 1 
herewith ſend you a W of a Letter he wrote 
to the King. 


From the Duke du Maine to the King 
© Sire, 

If your Majeity goes on taking Towns, *tis 
© out of Difpute that I muſt be a Dunce ; for 
M. le Ragois never fails to make me Jay aſide 
my Books when the News of it arrives; and 
I riſe from the Letter I have the Honour to 
< write to you, only in order to make a Bon- 


6 fire.“ 2 


* 


You will find, Madam, great Alterations at 
Naulutenon; Mignard has outdone himſelf, and 


that 
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(99 } 
that Picture eclipſes all the fineſt Paintings of 
Italy. Madam, I leave you to tlünk at Leiſure 
of your Conqueror. If ever any Paſſion was 
pardonable, this muſt doubtleſs be ſo; ; but none 
of this Kind can be W in the Sight of 
God. 


LE T TER EXXXVEH 
To MAG de St. G—, 
1679, 


Tur beautiful Ducheſs is en and 
I am no leſs grieved that ſhe ſhould think 


Madam de Monteſpan has acted by my Counſels; 
beg you would undeceive her: Nobody loves 


her more than I do. Madam du PFreſnoy could 


tell her from what Quarter the Blow came, and 
teach her to miſtruſt her female Friends. Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan complains of her laſt Ly ing- 

: She ſays, that this young Lady has made 


ber loſe the King's Heart; and ſhe quarrels with 


me about it, as if J had not often adviſed her 
never to lie- in again. She upbraids berſelf for 
not having followed the King to Flanders,” but 
it could not be otherwiſe. She ſwears that from 
henceforth he ſhall never make another Came 


aign, as if Glory did not influence him more 
Pg 


than Love. l pity Madam de Monteſpan: What 
would it be, if ihe knew all her Misfortunes ? 


„ 
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She is very far from thinking the King is un- 
faithful; ſhe. only accuſes him of Coldneſs. 
None dare venture to inform her of this new 
Paſſion, which is no longer a Secret to any by 
herſelf. 


L EZ F-1  LALAIE 7 
To the fame. 
April 1679 
HE Peace is ſigned : Madam de Monteſpan 
very ſeriouſly declares, that if ſhe could 
lay hold of the Prince of Orange, ſhe would 
itrangle him with her own Hands. She accuſes 
me of loving the King: This Crime, faid I, 
laughing, is common to us both. But, replied 
ſhe, don't take it into your Head that he loves a 
Perſon . There ſhe broke off, 
and *tis the firſt Time I have ſeen her check her 


angry Tranſports. The Fayour and Credit you 


have acquired, added ſhe, will not be more laſt- 
ing than mine. I boldly anſwered her, that a 
Woman of my Years could not give Umbrage 
to a well- turned Mind; that my Conduct, of 

which ſhe had been an Eye-witneſs ten Vears 
ſucceſſively, gave the Lye to her injurious Suſ- 
piclons; that I had fo little dreamed of the De- 
ſign ſhe imputed to me, that I often entreated 
her to obtain Leave for me to retire; that I 
would no longer bear with her haugbty Airs; 
that 


(401 | 
that the Oddities of her Temper ſhortened my 
Days, by the Vexations they expoſed me to. 
And who detains you here, ſaid ſhe? I anſwered 
her, The King's Will, my Duty, my Senſe of 
Gratitude, the Intereſt of my Family. This 
Dialogue was carried no farther ; I withdrew, 
and now I am in my Cloſet, bemoaning my 
Afflictions, and conſoling myſelf with you. 
Madam du Freſnoy revenges herſelf on me, for 
the Decline of her Credit. Though devoured 
with Care, Fam obliged to dry up my Tears, 
and appear gay and contented. Oh! when ſhall 
Lat leaſt have the Satisfaction of weeping freely? 


LETTER Kc. 
To the ſame. 
| = April 19, 1679. 

THE Prince of Marfillac is juſt gone out of 

my Apartment. * Tis ſurpriſing to fee how 
earneſt that Man is to ſerve me: I know not 
what Deſign may be concealed under that eager 
 Officiouſnefs. I receive the Father as coldly as 
the Son. Horrid Things are imputed to them; 
to the one Counſels, to the other Actions. The 
King has ſpent two Hours in my Cloſet. Tis 
the moſt amiab!e Man in his Kingdom. I dif- 
courſed with him about his Salvation, .and he 
. gave me an attentive Hearing, Perhaps he is 


Fx : not 
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not ſo averſe to thinking of it as bis Couticrs 
imagine: He has good Sentiments, and fre- 
quently turns his Thoughts towards God, It 
would be great Pity if God did not enlighten a 
Soul made for him. 9 J WAJ # 


| LEST CERCNET 
| To the. ſame. 
May 

„EST ER DAV the King had a very ſharp Dia- 
logue with Madam 4e Mouteſpan, at which 

] was preſent. Diana was the Subject of it. I 
wondered at the King's Patience and the Fury 
of the Marchioneſs. The whole ended with 
theſe terrible Words; I have told you before, 
Madam, I will not be controlled. Madam die 
Mouteſpan aſæs Counſel of me; I talk to her of 
God, and ſhe thinks I have an Underſtanding 
with the King. She flies out againſt the poor 
Girl, rails at Father La Chaiſe and M. de Ne- 
aillzs > She exaggerates the Expences, and in- 
vents Calumnies : She ſpends whole Hours with 
M de Loudoir and Madam de Thiange : She de- 
plores the Lot of Princes. The King is attached 
to her by Habit; I doubt not but Compaiiion 
will make him return to her. 
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ET YR ONT. 
To the ſame. 


May 24, 1679. 
EW Plagues every Day! The King ſhuns 
Madam de Moenteſpan with a Kind of At- 
fectation: She has retired to Clugni : All the 
Courtiers think the Breach will never be made 
up. The King has owned to me that he (till 
loves her, and more than he could wiſn. The 
Duke du Maine attaches him to his Mother; 
He cannot fee him without relenting. Madam 
de Soubize is too beautiful in * Mademoeiſelles 
Conceit, and too virtuous in the Opinion of + 
Mon ſieur. Du Freſnoy is forſiken ': She has had 
Recourſe to me, as if I had the Efteem and 
Friendſhip of the Public at my Diſpoſal. We 
embraced each other: T will ſerve her, though 
certain ſhe will prove ungrateful. My greateſt 
Pleaſure is to put the Gratitude of my Enemies 
to the "Teſt. The frequent Conferences which 
the King honours me with, often afford me 
Opportunities to exerciſe this Humour. Your Son 
Is very pretty. Take Care of your Health : 
»T'is the chief Bleſſing next to Virtue. 


„The Grand-daughter of Henry IV. 
+ Brother of Louis XIV. 
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LETTER XCIl. 
To the ſame, 


Tune 14, 1679. 
FE a are born to ſuffer ; Every Day of my 


Life is noted by ſome new Affliction. 


The King' s Favours make me no Amends ſor 
the Loſs of my Tranquility. I endeavour to 
bring him back to God; It would be: a great 
Pity if fo fine a Soul did not love him. He re» 
lates his Faults to me: 1 am his Confident; 
and Madam de AZonteſpan is poſitive that I am 


his Miſtreſs, But Madam, faid I to her, he 


muſt then have three: Yes, anſwered ſhe ſmartly, 
I am a nominal Miſtreſs, that Girl-is one in 
Fact, and you are Miſtreſs of his Heart. I calmly 
repreſented to her, that ſhe liſten'd too much 


to her Reſentments : She anſwered me, that ſne 


was no Stranger to my Artifices, and that her 
Unhappineſs proceeded only from her not hav- 
ing given Ear to Reſentment. She reflected 
on mc on account of her Benefactions, her Pre- 
ſents, and thoſe of the King; and told me that 
ſhe had harbour'd a verpent in her Boſom. 
*Tis a ſtrauge Thing that we can neither live to- 
gether, nor part: J love her, and cannot per- 
ſuade myſelf that ſhe hates me. I don't live, I 
dic houriy. 
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LETTER Xl. 
7 pb ſane 
Fe Au guſt 2. 


Jian! have Teac Peace is made. Itwy 8 
J indeed high Time that the King, after ha- 


74 $t a 


ing given Peace to Europe, ſhould give Peace 


to his Court. Madam ae Monteſpan is more 
brilliant and more worſhipped than ever: ſlie 
careſſes me, entruſts me with all her. Schemés, 
conſults me, and gives ear to me. Tue King 


of Spain's Marriage with Mademoiſelle | iS 4 greed 
upon: There's a \ ng Match. They are Rar | 
ing Preparations for Feftivals, and all thoſe Va- 
nities which Thave long been diſguſted at, and 
forced to bear with. he Hines of thè Abbe 
Gobelin has alarmed me: Entreat him to take 


Care of his Health; that we may nd | not loſe ſo good 
a Friend. Mademoiſelle grows bandſomef; 


"tis the Marriage. The King has ſaid Abun- 
dance of fine Things to her in the moſt flat- 


tering Strain, and ſhe has thanked me for it, 


as if I had a Hand 1 in it. 
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7 | | October 28. 
it 'TH ANK you for the fine Gown you have 
ö ſent me: Vou could not have choſen me one 
e my liking : I will wear it next Sunday 
in Honour of you. The Prince is the King's 
Idol: The more his Fenderneſs for the Son en- 
creaſes, the more his Love for the Mother ſeems 
to decreaſe: Tis only a mere Fancy at preſent; 
there is leſs Paizon than Habit in it. The 
17 | King abounds with good Sentiments; He ſome- 
times reads the Bible, and thinks it the fineſt 
of all Books. He confeſſes his Weakneſſes to 
me, he acknowledges his Faults: We muſt 
wait for the Workings of Grace. He thinks 
ſeriouſly about the Converſion of Heretics, and 
in a little Time it will be proſecuted warmly. 


LE ITXͤ̃ “ 
To Mademoiſelle de Lenclos. 


Ver ſailles, Nov. 12. 1679. 
1 ONTINUE, Mademoiſelle, to enlighten 
„ Mr. d' Aubign“ with your Counſels. He has ö 
| great need of the Leſſons of Leentium : The , 
Agvice of an amiable Friend is 1 more 
perſuaſive than the Counſels of an auſtere Siſter, 
: Madam: 
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Madam de Coulanges has given me Aſſurances of 
your Friendſhip, which have greatly delighted 
me. What you hear of the Favour I am in, 
is nothing but an idle Report : I am a Stranger 
in this Place, with no other Support than Peo- 
ple who diſlike me, no Friends but ſelf- inter- 
eſted ones, whom the ſlighteſt Blaſt of Fortune 
would turn againſt me, and no Relations but 
ſuch as are continually aſking, and not always 
deſerving of Favours. Vou enjoy full Liberty; 
I am in a continual Slavery. Believe me, my 
fair Damſel, for you will never ceaſe to be hand- 
ſome, the Intrigues of the Court are not near ſo 
agreeable as a Correſpondence and Communica- 
tion between Perfons of Wit and Judgment. 
My Compliments to our old Friends. Madam 
de Coulanges and I toaſted your Health yeſterday 
at Maintenon, and we did not forget the Cham- 
ber of the Elect. Continue, I beſeech you, 
your Kindneſs to 4 Aubigne, I am, and ever 
mall be, your, &c. 


L ET FE KR ACHE 
To Madam de S. G——. 


Dec. 18, 1679. 
HE Court has been taken up with Brigues 
ſince the Beginning of this Month : They 
are now at an End, Madam de Richelieu has 
been 


(108) 
been appointed Lady of Honour. & The two 
Tirewomen are the Wife of the Marſhal de 


Rochefort, who eagerly, ſollcited for it, and 


———, your Friend, who did not dream of it. 
This ſurely deſerves a Compliment: I am: going 


to part from Madam the Superintendant. PI 


ſha!l be delivered from all the Vexations annexed 
to that wretched Condition: No more Quarrels, 
no more Reconciliations 1 The Princeſs is ſaid 
to be very affable and pious; which is an exact 
Contraſt to Madam de AMonteſpan : She has con- 
gratulated me in ſuch a Manner as to let me un- 
deritand, that I am obliged to her for this Poſt : 
And yet 1 know it from a Man who cannot de- 
ceive, that J am indebtcd for it to none but God 


and the King. 


LE TT ACYHL 
To the Avbs Gobelin. 


St. Germain, Jan. 7, 1580. 
Send you the Account of my Alas. As for 
my C'oaths, I am going to change them, and 
get ſuch as Mad..m de Richclieu wears. I am fo 
indifferent about this Point, that nothing comes 
amiſs to me. I have been cloathed with Geld, 


* Of Fi&eria of Buwvaria, Dauphineſs of France. 
Ta dam de on ban bought: hes Year the Poft 
of Soperint-nd dent ot the Queen s Houſhold, and 
almoſt force d the Countet: of Sion, to fell it to her. 
when 
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when I ſpent my Days in Pleaſures witk the 
King and his Miftreſs : Now that I am to be 


with a Princeſs, I ſhall always appear” in black. 
Was I'not at Court, I ſhould dreſs like à * To- 
rierez and all theſe Changes give me no Unea- 
ſineſs at all: I fpend too much, becauſe f am 
naturally neat, and little inclined to Avarice. 


In ſpight of my Inclination to lead a Life leſs 


gay and idle, I ſhall ſoon ſpend Part of it at the 


Opera, where ſober Reflections may be made, 
but where, methinks, it is ſhameful to be ſeen 


at the Age of forty, and a Chriſtian too. Pray 
to God to inſtill into you what I ought to do. 


LETTER XCIX. 
To the ſame. © 


M* Days are gow pretty regular and very 
ſolitary. I pray to God as ſoon as I riſe ; 

I go to Maſs twice on Sundays and Holidays, and 
once every other Day. I ſay my Office daily, 
and read a Chapter of ſome pious Book. I pray 
to God at going to Bed, and when I awake in 
the Night I fay a Laudate Dominum, or a Gloria 
Patri. I think often of God in the Courſe of 
the Day, and make him an Offering of my Ac- 
tions ; I beg of him to remove me hence, if I 
* A Maid that looks after the Turning-Box in a 


Nunnery, 
am 


— Se — — 
223 


a6 acts 


25 


PT. » IE 


— 


” —— ——— 2 TL TP 


— 
— 


«wi — 4 


P C ALS OS 

Wy 31 1 * * Pa 8 
2 7 4 81 1 C *% 0-4} ETON So. BE EIS EA \ 
re IST J 7 7 Ee ET or er nA RNC 
L — 7 e — 3 1 r 

* * 
1 — — 5 a. VS. Þ 

. — - 8 n hey 
„ 


am not working out my Salvation here. As to 
the reſt, Þ don't know my Sins: 1 have good 
Morals and good Inclinations, and by the Help 
of theſe I do no great Harm: But I have a De- 
ſire to pleaſe and to be eſteemed, which puts me 
upon my Guard againſt all my Paſſions. So that 
I can ſcarcely ever reproach myſelf with Deeds, 
but only with very humane Motives, great Va- 
nity, much Levity and Diſſipation of Mind, 
great Freedom of 'Thought and Judgment, and 
a Reſerve in ſpeaking that proceeds from nothing 
but human Prudence. This is the State of my 
Soul, as near as I can deſcribe it : Preſctibe the 
Remedies. 1 ſee no Probability of a ſpeedy Re- 
treat ; therefore I muſt labour here in the Buſi- 
neſs of my Salvation: Pray contribute towards 
it as much as lies in your Power; and as it is 
the moſt effential of all Services, you may de- 
pend on the moſt perfect Gratitude. 


I. E 


To Mr. d' Aubigne. 
July 6, 1680. 

Will fpeak for you to M. Colbert, however 
ill ſatisfied I may be with him: He will on 
that Account be the readier to grant my Requeſt. 
You would be too rich, if you could leave off 
gaming and live regularly, Suppoſing Misfor- 
tunes ſhould throw you into this Way of think- 


ing, 
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ing, you would only do what-all; che World 
does: Vanity makes us value ourſelves upon en- 
tertaining a contrary Notion; but it is immate - 
rial by what Means we go to God. Speak nei- 
ther well nor ill of the Favour I have riſen to: 
Nothing borders ſo near upon Favour as Diſ- 
grace. Don't be vexed at any Thing you 
hear to my Prejudice, Some People are enraged, 
and only ſtudy to hurt me. If they don't ſuc- 
ceed, we ſhall laugh at it; if they do, we will 
bear it courageouſſy. Adieu, dear Brother, 
think of, our former Condition, that we may 
deem ourſelves happy in our preſent Station. 
During theſe firſt Days I muſt give conſtant At- 
tendance on the Dauphineſs. Be circumſpect 
in your Converſation concerning me: Some 
People make you talk fooliſhly, and take De- 
light in repeating it to me. As to the reſt, I 
am eaſy; I inure myſelf to every things we 
mult take the Benefice with the Incumbrances. 


LE TECC 


To Madam de F.“ 


RP 19, 1680. 
OUYOIS has procured Madam ds Monte- 
/pan a Conference tete a tete with the King. 


* T have been able to recover nothing but Frag- 
ments of the Letters to Madam de F 
For 
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For ſome time paſf he vs ſuſpocted of bdaving 
ſuch a Defign 5; his Ste ps were obſefved ;; Op. 
portunities were guarded againſt; Endeavours 
were uſed to break his Meaſures; but they were 
ſo well laid, that the King has at laſt fallen into 
the Snare. Flley are actually coming to E- 
clairciſſements, and L8ve'alone is to brefide'i in 
Council this Bay 5 "The King | is reſolute ; 3 but 
Madam de Monteſpaui l is very 99 when ſhe 
weeps. The Dauphineſs is at Prayers: Her 
Piety has put the King on miking ſerious Re- 
flections; but the Pleſli in one Loment' is ſuffl- 
cient to 6verthrow the Work of Grace. That 
Princeſs has made it a Point of Conſcience to 
labour towards the King's Converſion : J am 
afraid ſhe may grow too importunate, and make 
him hate Devotion. I beſeech her to moderate 
her Zeal. She ſometimes admits me to her pi- 
ous Exerciſes and T aflure you that no Heart is 
more attached to God than hers. Madam 4? l 
Valiere is a very ſtriking Example of the Power 
of Grace: Fhe King willinoly talks of her; 
and I cannot perſuade myſeif that Leuvois and 
Madam de Monteſpan will be able to eraſe thoſe 
holy Impreſſions from his Mind. 
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LET. T. ER QE 
To the ſame. 
Auguft 2.3z 1680. 
THAT Ecclairciſſement has ſtrengthened the 
King's Reſolution: I have congratulated 
him on his Victory over ſo formidable an Ene- 
my: He confeſſes that Louvois is a more dange- 
rous Man than the Prince of Orange; but he is 
a neceſſary Man. Madam de Monteſpan wept at 
firſt, then fell to Reproaches, and at laſt talked. 
arrogantly : She inveighed bitterly againſt me, 


according to Cuſtom: Nevertheleſs, ſhe has 
promiſed him to live in Harmony with me. For 


the Sake of her Honour ſhe ought at leaſt to ſave 


Appearances. La Peuillade has quarrelled with 
Colbert, and made his Peace with Louvois. The 
Prince of Mat ſillac deceives the whole Court. 
The Ducheſs du Lude holds with the Majority. 


Madam de Rochefort is come into the pious In- 


tentions of the Dauphineſs. Madam 4 Freſnoy 


would fain perſuade me that the King deceives 

e: But what Intereſt could he have in deceiv- 
ing me? My Friends don't allow me Time to 
breathe: I am better pleaſed with the Diſcretion 


of my Relations. I expect you in two Days at 
Maintenon. 
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LETTER Cl. 13 


To the ſame. 5 : 6 

I AM ene with Grief : I flatter'd myſelt t 

that Madam de Monteſpan would ceaſe to t 
perſecute me, and that I might at laſt quictly 
promote my Salvation, in attending on a Princeſs 
who ſets to all the Court an Example much 


more admired than followed. She has made up 3 
the Breach with the King: Louvois has done | 


this. She has omitted nothing that might ruin 
me 3. the has drawn my Picture in the moſt 
frightful Colours. My God ! thy Will be done! 
She came to me yeſterday, and overwhelmed me 7 
with Reproaches and injurious Reflections: The 3 
King furprized us in the midſt of a Dialogue 
that ended better than it began. He ordered us 
to embrace and love each other: You know this 
laſt Point is not to be commanded. He added, 8 
ſmiling, that it was eaſier for him to give Peace j 
to Europe than to two Women, and that we took . 
Fi ire about Trifles. 


„ ER OV: 
To the fame. 


Cannot ſee you: I ſhall go to Maintenon; the 
King wants to ſurprize me there one Day ; 
And 
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and that Day, perhaps, will be to-morrow or 
the next. I have not a Moment's Tranquility. 
The Dauphineſs is in Retirement: I ſhould not 
be here now, if her Devotion had not detained 
me. Pray to God for me: I never was ſg agte 
tated, nor expoſed to ſo many Conflicts, 


LETTER CV. 
To the ſame. 


Oat. I O, I 680. 


Receive every Day new Favours from the 
King; but my Health, which is daily im- 


paired, will not allow me to enjoy them long. 


The Loſs of Tranquility counterbalances the 


Credit I acquire: I cannot bear this Way of liv- 
ing. The King is thy of me, and fears me: 
He heaps Benefits. on me, in order to ſhut my 
Mouth; he loves Truth, and will not hear it. 
He lives in a Habit of mortal Sin that makes me 
tremble. I can no longer endure to ſee all theſe 
Doings. If the Scene does not change, I will 
withdraw: I am ſure it is offending God to live 


"with thoſe who do nothing elſe but offend him, 
Piety contracts a certain Lukewarmneſs, with- 


out our being ſenſible of it. I ſhould e er now 
have been out of this Place, did I not appre- 


hend that Paſſion and Spleen might contribute 


more to my withdrawing than a Deſire to fave 
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my Soul. I ſa@ifce to God all that might fix 
me here, and I cannot reſolve tv complete this 


Sacrifice, The Piety of the Dauphineſs con- 


firms me in my good Thoughts, and deſtroys all 
my PIE 


L ET-C@ l 
0b the ſame... | 


NEVER was more ſenſible how much I de- 

ceived myſelf: I am yet very far from the 
Freedom J aſpire at. My Chains never were ſo 
heavy, nor ſo ſtrong. I know not what to ſay 
to the Abbe COME: I fear to lay my Heart 
open to him, becauſe I dread the rendering my- 
ſelf guilty of an Obſtinacy that would be of- 
fenſive to God. I am a Patient that conceals 
the Diſtemper for fear of Remedies. 45 


LETTER CVII. 


IS Speeches would grieve me much more 
ſenſibly, did I not know by whom they 
are dictated to him. I never had ſo much ſplen- 
did Pleaſure on the one Hand, nor ſo much Sor- 


row on the other. I have no ſettled Plan, be- 
cauſe my Meaſures are daily diſconcerted. 1 


am ſo wretched, and have hitherto been ſo un- 
happy, that there is room to hope I ſhall not 
be ſpoiled by Proſperity. 
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LETTER CVIII. 
To the ſame. 


OBTAIN every Thing; but Envy winks 
the Purchaſe dear. My Heart is racked, and 


his is not in a better Condition. At the Age 
of Forty it is too late to ſeek to pleaſe; but Vir- 
tue is always in Seaſon. All the Compliments you 
paſs on my Intellects have been formerly beſtowed 
on my Face. Thoſe flattering Encomiums did 
not ſeduce me: Judge then whether I ſhall not 
be Proof againſt yours. 


1 E R CIX. 
To the ſame, 


UY IGNT is intractable: He has told the 

King that I was born a Calviniſt, and re- 
mained ſo till my Appearance at Court. This 
engages me to approve of Things very oppoſite 
to my Sentiments: It is a long while ſince 1 
have had none of my own :' How happy ſhould 
be, had I made a Sacrifice of them to God! 


LETTEREX: 
Jo be fame. \ 


OD only knows the Truth. He gives me the 


faireſtHopes, butIam too old to rely on them. 


Though Madam de Montpeſan was, it is a great 
while 
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© 218 ) 
while ſince J have been taken by that weak Side: 
And yet this is not a'Place to acquire Fortitude 
in. | ſend him away 2 ſorrowful, but 
never deſponding *. : 


LI. 
To Mr. d' Aubigne. 
Stenay, Jan. 1, 1681. 
ERE is M. de Loudois's Order: You'll be 


ſatisfied with my Diligence, and ſhal! 


always be ſo in every thing that may lie in my 


Power. My Equipage is going to Verſailles, ; 


and nobody is better ſerved than I, M. Bon- 
tems takes Care of my Apartment; ſo that I 
ſhall find it in good Order. I fend your Wife 
a fine Cuſhion, which the Princeſs of Harcourt 
has brought me from Spain. I think of chang- 
ing my Livery : That is proper. You are un- 
reaſonable in. deſiring me to aſk of the King, 
while he is loading me with Riches, - Honours, 
and every thing that can make Life agreeable : 
I never will aſk him for any thing; and I now 
only think of ſerving him in the Perſon of my 
Miſtreſs with ſuch Zeal; Fidelity, and Aſſiduity, 
as may manifeſt my Gratitude, Get ready my 


PEE 


* This Paſſage is quoted in the 26th Chapter of 
Foltaire's Age ot Louis XIV. by which we find that 
this and the- foregoing Letters, to the roft incluſive, 
Were wrote to her Coufin, Madam de Frontenac. 


Lodging 


5 
8 : 
3 
£5. 
[- 
$ 
F 
F 
* 
9 


mY — 


Eng : IO n 1 r 0 
— N — by * \ "3% A: a 7 x ' WIGS of 1 * 1 r 
— . 2 >; CERT PEN” 3 A os TX 
4 ee 8 * 2 T a * 7, < 2 8 2. 
COLES Se Le ee CE nnd þ 3 


but 


* mate th * 1 4 e 
8 E NG ID 25s Shak on — 6 ++ a) n a 
eee we FIN TS EEE, EL I Be os 7 5 8 1 


( 119 ) 


Lodging in Paris : You muſt buy me gilt Chim- 
ney Utenſils, and let the Grate be very large; 
for I love a great Fire preferably to all other 
Conveniencies. Send in a Looking-glaſs from 
your Houſe. There is no need to buy quite 
new every where ; and whilſt I have Maintenon 
furniſhed, why ſhould I alſo furniſh at Paris, 
where I ſhall fo ſeldom be? I wiſh you a happy 
New Year, and a Chriſtian Life and Death. 


LET. © EK TEE 
To Madam d'Aubignẽ. 
| | Jan. 3, 1681. 
M* dear Child, I daily beg of God that he 


would lead you into his holy Ways. Such 
Prayers are not commonly made in the World : 


—- 


I make them in the midſt of the Court, and tho- 


roughly experience the Truth of theſe Words of 


St. Bernard, God only can ſatisfy the Heart of 
Man. Believe me, dear Child, all thoſe Plea- 


' ſures, which you fanſy ſo delightful, and which 


you perhaps long for, are nothing but Vanity 
and Vexation of Spirit. Love your Huſband, 
and you will be happy. Diſpel his Melancholy 
by your Chearfulneſs. You know how much I 
love you; make me love you more. Don't 
keep Company with. Madam de J ; that 
does you a Prejudice in the World: Be circum- 

ſpect 
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. ſpect im your Connections; make no new ones; 


know before you love. I am your m your 
Mother, your Friend. | d 
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** E T T E R CXIII. 
T o Mr. & Aubigne. 


2 — May 19, 1681, 


ENJOY: great Tranquility in conſequence 
of the Reſolution bl have taken to receive no 


but J found ſo of Inconvenicncy i in the Ex- 
ceptions I made, that I thought it beſt to re- A 
ſolve to put all upon a Level. I am expoſed * 
to ſome Grumbling, about itz but that is, not ſo 
bad? as the ill Turns they. did me before. I hear- 


"Ay with that) your Capucin could, convert you : | 
You would be the happier for it inthis World 0 
and the next. The Pregnancy of the Dauphi- [| 
neſs being declared, all the intended Journies 3 


are laid aſide. The King had a Fall yeſterday as 
he was hunting. You- may well; ſuppoſe that 
every body was alarmed in Proportion to his 
Friendſhip : He got no Hurt at all. You muſt 
have feen my dear little Prince: My F ondneſs 


nets will be left in Poitou except our Relations: 
Don't repine at your Fortune: You were Porn 
a a Gentleman! and without 4 Farthing: No 5 oh 
are 


NE ent: 


( 121 
arein a delightful Place, with a yearly Income of 
above fifteen thouſand Livres: Compare Notes, 
and you'll think yourſelf happy. You have Senſe 
and Reputation, and a young ſweet temper'd 
Wife: I am daily embelliſhing a fine Country 
Seat for you and your Children. You have done 
your Duty in your Youth : Spend your old Age 
in Joy and Peace ; enjoy all Things, be a Man 
of Probity, and prepare for Death as gayly as 
you can. Don't give yourſelf up to Melan- 
choly; and remember that you carry in your 


own Breaſt the Enemy of your Tranquility and 


Happineſs, Tell your Lady the oftener ſhe 
writes to me, the more I ſhall love her, provided 
ſhe does not inſiſt upon a regular Correſpon- 
dence from me. I am very buſy, and more 
Nothful to write than ever I was. But my In- 
dolence muſt not deprive me of your Wife's 
Letters; beſides, twill form her Stile; for the 
more we write, the better we write. | 


LETTER CXIV. 
To Madam de S. G=———, 


Verſailles, Auguſt 24, 1681. 


| PRE King thinks ſeriouſly of his Salvation, 


and of that of his Subjects: If God pre- 
ſerves him, there will be but one Religion in 


the Kingdom; tis the Opinion of M. de Loeu- 
G 20, 
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vi, and, rather, belieye him on this. Head, than 
C albert, who thinks of nothing but his Schemes, 
And n never of Religion. The little Girl has wept 

ch: One cannot; conceive what, Chimergs 
"thoſe People put into Childrens Heads; but 
ſhe was ſo taken with the King's Mats, that 
ſhe promiſed me to become Catholic, Apo- 
ſtolic, and Roman, provided I would promiſe 
to let her hear it every Day. This Simplicity 
occaſioned much laughing; but J cannot help 
lamenting: that the other Converſions will not 
ſo ealily be made. M. de la Villete has reſiſted 
chat Eloquence of M. Baſſuet which nobody 
can. Cod grant that when he returns he may 
prove more tractable and docible,) Methinks 


? 


there. is nothing wanting to my Felicity, but the 


Converſion of my Family. M. dz Rugvigut 
will have it that I am ftill a Calvini t in my 
Heart : He is as inggxidate] with. bis Religion 


as a Miniſter. 


* E T E R XV. 
J N d' Aubigné. 1 
St. Germain, Frb. 10, 1682. 
I HAVE received your. melancholy Letter, but 
'* am too well acquainted with the Vapoursto 
take fright at it. Their uſual Effect is to make 
one fanſy Death is at Hand: But that Effect is et 
recbed by their * it a n while in View: 
This 
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This is what M. ** has often told me- mould, 
however, ſcruple to endeavour at driving ſich 


Phoughts'entirely out of your Head”: It is good 
c to prepare for Death, eſpecially when one ha, 
long Accounts to make up: Tis with this we 
ought to be occupied, and not about what will 
happen after we are dead. I will ſend you our 


Genealogy, as ſoon as I get it in order. I 
ſhould be glad to: know! who M. 4% Cardillac 


was ; this is the darkeſt Thing I find in it. 
For your Vapours I adviſe you to divert your- 


ſelf, to be never alone, to eat ſparingly and of- 
ten, to take the Air on Horſeback, and eſpecially 


not to dream lolling in a Chair, as I fancy I 


now fee you. Adieu; you will never be happy 
nor well with Ra it "ou dow't Te welt to- 
gether. | ; 4 


LETTER. 2 3 
| To the fame. 


OU: know I meddle too little > with Affairs, 
to think of getting Madam de — 


a: Phce about the Dauphineſs. I will believe 
Madam de Mioſſens in all Things, as an Article 
ol Faith, except in Matters of Religion for I 
„know that in ber Religion they never forgive 
thols that forſake it. Madam de Sts, Hermine is 
ſettiug out wich her Siſters: 8 have all made 
Sh G 2 a 
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24 
2 ge Reſi tance, and a fine Retreat. Every 
body is gone to the Ball, and I am alone in my 
Chamber, which is my great Delight. They 


ought ſurely to bear with me: - My quiet and 


ſolitary Life is agreeable to my Humour. You 
have wrote me a Letter full of Thanks, and 1 


deſire to have none: All I wiſh is, for you to 
be content, and make a good Uſe of the 


Bleſſings you receive: They are not inexhauſti- 
ble; and all may end, you know how. I 
will ſend you a Seal; but I highly diſapprove of 
your affecting to have the Arms of your Grand- 
mother's Mother; for *tis from thence the 


St. Hermines are deſcended. I could not behold 
without Pleaſüre a Genealogy of four hundred 


Years, fully proved by Marriage Contracts: 


?Tis learning very late what we are; but that is 


never indifferent: M. # Albret told me ſome- 


thing of it twelve Years ago. 


LETTER CxvII. 
"To the Abbe Gobelin. 
St. Germain, June 20, 1682. 


Tur Pleaſure of ſeeing the moſt amiable and 
moſt Chriſtian King at Maſs, cannot fail 


you when you come hither, no more than that 
of viewing the Simplicity of 'my Chamber : 


Would to God there was as much Simplicity in 
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my Heart, and that, beſides what I don't ſee in 


it, I did not diſcover Receſſes that may cortupt 
what Good is in me. I am charmed to de All 
the World praiſe what the King does: L Car- 
nellly wiſh that he would aſcribe all the Glory 
of it to God. You will ſoon hear of a new 
* Eſtabliſhment very uſeful to the poor Nobleſſe. 
A + Flemming has given the Model of a Machine 
for Marli, which will be one of the Wonders of 


3i cf 


the World. Pray to God for me. - 


"CET TER *EXYHE 
4+ aha To the fame. 


F the Queen had ſuch a Director as you, ove 

might hope fox all the Good imaginable tram 
the Union and Harmony in the Royal Family: 
But they find it exceeding hard, in the Article 
of the Media noche, to perſuade her Confeſors 
who conducts her in a Road fitter for a Carme- 
liteſs than for a Queen. I know that ſome have 
cavilled at the laſt Benefit ybu teceived from the 
King: But what has vexed me, is, that you did 
appear ſo concerned at their Reflections, which 


N Ithink are very ill grounded. Don't be alarm'd 


% 


$8 35% 
4 


5 about my Health ; a little Matter ſerves to make 


ap The Academy of Cadets for Sea and IL and er- 
Mee, founded the 22d of Jure. 


it De J. illa, an Artiſt of Liege. 
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* The Duke of Burgundy, born the 6th'of Aug. 


( 125 ) 
a Noiſe, becauſe J am on the Theatre. I have 
had the Vapours, and what I have ſuffered of 
late has a little diſorder d my Health. Get a 
New: TeRament, An Imitation: of Ohriſt, Au In- 
itoduttion to u Devout: Lie, and your Book on 
the 47a/s, bound for me, I recommend myſelf 
to your Prayers. I have a great longing to mind 
my Salvation; but Pride and Sloth give mea 


_ great. deal of Trouble: Write me Word how I 


muſt wreſtle with ſuch Enemies. Adieu; no 


Uneaſineſs about my Health. Jam very well; 


Jam content, and too much ſo for my Salva- 
tion; J have great Need of Strength to make a 
good Uſe of my Proſperity. 


"LET r 
To Madam de S. G 1 
Auguſt 7, 1682. 

TE are extremely joyful here. The King 
bas made a very handſome Comphment 
to the Dauphineſs; he held the little * Prince a 
Moment in his Arms; he has congratulated the 
Dauphin as a Friend; the Queen had the firſt 
Intelligence of it from his own Mouth : In ſhort, 


he is an adorable Man. Madam de Monteſpan 


grows jean upon our Joy: She pines away with 
Jealouſy ; every thing diſpleaſes her, every, thing 
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18 tründlaſome to her:? She favs that the Linge 


in of others are as fatal to her as her On She 


gives full Vent to her Paffon againſt Father 
la "Chia," wd does nothing but his Duty, 
but does it now better than ever. We live with 
all the Appearances of à ſincere E riendſbip. 
Some ſay I want to ftep into ber Place, not 


knowing my Averſion to ſuch Things, nor the 


Averſion I inſtil into the King: Others imagine 
I conſpite with her. Some think I am for brings 
ing her back to God: T earneſtly wiſh'lity Vu 
have little Reaſon to hope for it. There is 4 


Heart better formed, made for Heaven, on whieh 


I ground greater Hopes. Adieu; mention no- 
thing of all, this ; )Enoygh of it is guelled 3b, 


LETTE R xx. 
To. Mr. d' Aubigné. 
0 "= Oftober 6, 1682. 
Foles the Counſels I have given you. I have 
had he Vapours fo often, that Tam becime 
a very good Judge in thoſe Cafes. I am afraid 
of your Incfination to Solitude, than which 
nothing can be worſe for your Diſtemper: Diſ- 
agreeable Company is better than none. The 


King has been received at Maintenon by Nirox 


ard Frances, who behaved' extremely well on 
that Occaſion: I was gone from thence two 
G 4 Hours 
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Hours before he arrived. . He calls it a very 
pretty Seat. 1 have ſet up a Manufactory 
there, which affords we great Amuſement : I 
have brought thither ſome Nor mans and Flem- 
3150 
inge, to make coarſe and fine Linen. Tam 
ever oppreſſed with Vapours, and ſpend, the 
Days in weeping, ſtifling my Grief, and think- 
ing myſelf the moſt unfortunate Perſon living, 
It is true the Queen has honour' d me with a Pre- 
ſent of her Picture; but * tis better not to talk of 
ſuch Things: Favour, in my Opinion, is not 
more becoming than Modeſty. "Don't be un- 
eaſy at my ſending you no Particulars: 1 5 Ot pl 
t; ear Chat enough about me; the greateſt P 1 lines 
ut Parth are talked of: T wiſh you would be, 
on this Elead, as much unconcern'd as J am. 
Adieu, dear Brother, think of your Salvation; 1 


there is nothing good in compariſon with this. 


LETTER XXI. 
Ti o Madam. de S. G 2 7 


Maintenon, Nod. 1, 168 3.45 

HE Royal Family live in quite an edifying 
Unity. The King converſes whole Hours 
with the Queen. The Gift ſhe has made me of 
her Picture is the moſt agreeable Incident thar 
has happened to me ſince my being at Court: 
Ibs, in my Way of thinking, a ſuperlative 
Diſtinction - 
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( 329 
Diſtinction, Madam de Monteſpap n never had any 


thing like it. I ſhall ſpend a F ortnight longer 


tigues of the great World: p receive no, 


this is my Empire. I a am torn to Pieces on all 
Hands: Time will clear up every Thing. I beg 


that you would not vindicate me, which only ſerves 


to four my Enemies. Madam de Miramions i, is 
indiſcretely zealous ; Friends are better ſerved. by 
Calmneſs. I lead a Life chequered with Ine 

fimities and Sorrows. They think me, in the 
beſt Poſt in the World, and J find no greater, 
Pleaſure than in withdrawing from ĩ it, and living 
in Solitude. Deſire d' Aubigus not to give Way 
to o his Indolence: With three hundred thouſand. 


© OA # + 


Misfortune i is in his Blood.” 


LETTER CxxII. 


From the King to Madam de Maintenon. 


ES, Madam, Þ have loved \Hintanges more 
than God himſelf. I acknowledge my 
Fault: I thank you for your wiſe Counſels L 
have read them over thrice. Lovers will tell 
you. my Reſolutions ; confide entirely in him, 


_ Promiſe the Queen, that from henceforth Iwill. 


mind Buſineſs more than my Pleaſures... \ Adicuy; 
my dear Madam de Maintenen. Te 
G * L E T. 


by Wenn n 
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LETTER CxXIII. 
From the ſame to ibe ſame. 
OD puniſhes me, Madam; I ſubmit to his 
Wo, | Will: J have often given that bright Squl 
1 great Cauſe of Diſcontent. Don't be abſent, 
1 my dear Madam de Maintenon 1 have need of 
1 your Conſolations: You may withdraw when- 


OR 
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j ever you are tired of telling me the Truth, 

i EB „ 
. l | To the King. 

' * SIRE, 


tk [ HE Queen is not tobe ds ſhe lived 
ö | } and died like a Saint: Lis a great Com- 
l ] | fort to have iuch an Aſlurance of her Salvation. 
f : You have now, Sire, a Friend in Heaven, who 
b ' will beg of God to forgive your Sins, and pour 


down upon you the Bleflings of the Righteous. 
Let your Majeſty derive Comfort from theſe Sen- 
timents. The Dauphinefs's Health is on the 
mend. Be, Sire, as good a Chriſtian as you are 
A an We | 
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LETTER CRXXV. 
8 Yo Mr. d'Aubigne.. '* 
Un Funtaineblaau, Auguſt 75 1083, 


HE nay Affliction, and my own in parti- 
cular, do not hinder me from anſwering 


os < - 


your Letter, ſince you ſtand ſo much in need 


of it. Tis , owing to your Vapours, that 
Objects appear to you with ſo gloomy an A 
pect. The Misfortune of having no Children 
fits very light on all the World; and you have 


too much Senſe to care Whether your Name be 
extinct or not. Were you to come hither, you 


 thould not ſee me; and the Reaſon that forbids 


it is ſo uſeful and ſo honourable, that you ought 
indeed to rejoice at it. It is better to carry an 
a literary Correſpondence with me, than to be 
on the Spot without ſeeing; me. EH the King 


has not done you juſtice, and it your Enemies 
have wrong d you, tis a very common Masfor- 
tune. Lou are old; you, have, no Children:; 
vg; are infirm: What, do you ſtand in need of, 


but Reſt, Frecdom, and Piety ? All theſe Ble(s- 
ings are in our own Hands. You have up- 
wards of thirty , thouſand Livres a Lean ; 


you ſhall have more ſhortly, if I am in this 
World; when I am gone, you'll have Main- 


tenen. You have room to beligve that I am 


ericved... 
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mall have my Fortune. 
the plainer I fee the Folly of toiling and projett- 
* for Futurity. Such Projects are: almoſttal- 


46 
jeved at the Queen's Death; nobody has more 
Reaſons to he ſo, and I feel them very ſenſibly: 
4 he King's Grief terribly enereaſes mine. 


LETTER Gxxvi. 


»* #* Lia F #\ 4 


To the ſame. - 

Fontainebleau, Sept. 7, 1683. 
O have no doubt heard, that before we 
were comforted for the Loſs of the Queen, 
we have been alarmed about the King, and 
thought his Arm was broke: It was only diſ- 
located, and, God be praiſed, it is now well. 
This Accident has ſhewn' that he has as much 


Fortitude under Pain, as in his other Actions; and 


there is but little Difference between his Un- 
concern and that of the Philoſopher, who faid, 
Did I not rell you hat yon word break my Leg? 
Vou may gueſs from my good Humour that the 
King is in good Health. M. Colbert is dead: 
M. Pelletier ſueceeds him. I exhort you to live 
elegantly : Spend the Eighteen thouſand Livres 


-ariſing from the Affair we have compaſied ; 


When that is. gone we may do ſome other Jobb: 


It is only in the Buſineſs of our Salvation that 


we muſt curb our Paſſions and Appetites. I 
love you more than your Children; they 


ways 
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( 433 )) 
ways defeated by divine Providence forbds ther 
are very ſeldom formd with good Intentions, 
God does not give a Bleſſing to them. I grow 


a very relaxed and gaod temperd *. d Woman. 


* 9 


Spend your Jucome, and let your Wife partake 
of it. God will make Proviſion for all Neceſ- 
{2 fities, provided you ſerve him. Prepare for 


d | ' ff Iu 


„ 1. BT TER cxxvil. 
f 2 Madam de S. G.. wt 


Fontainobleau,,. Sept. 10. 
IE King is in good Health, and feels no- 


rejoiced at his Affliction. The peenieious De- 
ſigns attributed to that Miniſter are but idle 
Tales, and the King has very cordially forgiyen 
him for having reſolved to die without reading 
his Letter. Seignelay has hegg'd his Foſts, and 
obtaned none of them: He has Parts, but lit- 
i tle Conduct: his Pleaſures always take Place af 
dis Duties. He has ſo highly exaggerated the 
fr Talents and the Services of his Father, that he 
i} has covinced all the World he is neither-warthy 
nor capable to ſucceed him. Our Friend has 
been talked of for the Place of Supęrintendant 


— 


Death without being melancholy at he onſs 


thing now but a {light-Pain. He has been 
grieved for the Death of Galbert,, and many haxve 


rere 


8 
9 n 
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which he will not receive from any one. 
yourſelf merry, but let your Mirth be innocent. 
Think of the next Life; 
Ty | the 


of two Minutes: Lonuwers) has got it without 
aſking for it. Thave great Hopes of M. Pelterrer, 
and with a fecret Pleaſure perceive that the 
Court is ſatisfied? with chis Choice: The King 
has an Eſteem for him. Madam de Rochefart 
faves Appearances at leaſt : Her Converſion is 
aſcribed to me; but for my Part I cannot endure 
to have any Body's Hypocriſy attributed to 
me: The Dauphineſs cannot reliſh her Ways. 
We are very tranquil here: Madam de Monte ſ- 
pan has run into the deepeſt Devotion: It is high 
Time for her to edify us. I think no more of 
retiring: The King has made me promiſe nat 
to leave him. 


LETTER CXXVII. 
„ ine N 
. Sept. 28. 
I HAVE ſhewn'the King what you wroteito 
me concerning bis Accident: This Day he 
leaves off the Scarff, and is, thank God, in 
perfect Health. I have encloſed the Aaſwer of 


M. Pelletier, who returns your Letter, hecauſe 


you therein ſtile him MAonſeigneier, an Honour 


and It, us prepare for 


of the Royal Edifioes, but only during the Spact 
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the Paſſage thither with as much Confidenee Js 
poſſible: Do good Works; but remember, that 
Duties muſt be diſcharged firſt, and that yours 
is to cheer up and love the Wife vhom God has 
given you. Read St. Pauls Epiſtles; he will 
tell you that the Strong muſt bear with the 
Weak, and that you and your Wife are but one. 
I believe that the Queen has begg'd of God the 
Converſion of the whole Court: The King's 
Converſion is worthy of Admiration; and the 
Ladies that ſeemed moſt averſe to it are no 
conſtantly at Church. No female Devotees are 


more aſſiduous there than Madam de Moanteſpan: 


The common Sundays are kept with as much 
Devotion as Eaſter was formerly. 


LETTER CXXIX. 
To the ſame. 
£ OF. 6, 1683. 
NI AKE it a Penance and a Practice of Vir- 
140 tue to bear with the Humours of your 
Wife: It is God that has joined you. As for 
the reſt, think of nothing but to chearful, and 
ſave your Soul: Theſe two Things are not in- 
compatible. I am not ſurprized that you have 
already ſpent the eighteen thouſand Livres which 
- you ſhould receive at the End of this Vear; but 
I wonder you could think the Farmers-Gener} 
an ; ought 
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ought tg pay you beforeband: "Tis was King 


never will order them to do: All that is in my 


Power, is to deſire M. Brunet, as my particular 
Friend, to oblige you. 1 anxiouſly wait for the 
News of your Wife's Delivery: I am indiffe- 
rent enough about the Sex; I have ſome Reaſons 
for it. I am much concerhed about the War: 
The King is to ſet out for the Army the 10th of 
April: That is yet indeed at a. great Diſtance ; 
but my Friendſhip for him makes it preſent to 

Adieu; be perſuaded, that whether ſick 


or well, negligent or careful, in Favour or Diſ- 


grace, I am ever the ſame to you. Comfort 
yourſelf for the Delay of your Wife's Lying- in. 
Heroes are at leaſt ten Months i in their Mothers 
Womb: e or oo ge 


LETTER: 'EXXR. 


To Madam de S. G g 
Nov. 13, 1683. 

WHAT think you of Marſhal 4 Humieres? 

The King is charmed with his Conduct; 
and the Surrender of Dixmude crowns his Joy; 
We reckoned here upon a vigorous Defence, 
Madam de Monteſpan appears unconcern'd at All 
theſe Accounts, and is ſolely intent upon her Sal- 
vation: We never have any private Interviews, 
and that is beſt for us both. I know ſhe; has 


told the King that I had taken it into my Head 5 


to 


eee ANNE LEAN 


Ia r rere, | N 
81 Pg” 


to 2 ber, and 1 likewiſe know her kee 
had no Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the King's 
Anſwer : ' Of all his Court be. is the Man that 
has f che moſt Senſe, and is lcaſt liable to be 85 
in ſuch Snares, We could never have dare to. 
hope that. all thoſe Converſions you prove lo 
eaſy; * Pell Hen does Wonders. M. Boſſuet is 
more learned, but the other more perſuaſive. 
Pray, tell my Siſter-i in-law,, that ſhe will add 
ten Years. to my Life, if ſhe. checks her Petu- 
lancy a little; tell her, if ſhe. loves me, the 


will bear more patiently, her Huſband” $ paſſionate | 


Flights: Tell her alſo, that if ſhe. loves the 


Fruit of her Womb, ſhe will be afraid of mak= 


ing it of an uneven and haſty Temper. Set bes 
fore her the Example gf the Daurhineſs, whoſe 
Tranquility and Precautions in her Pregnancy 
are admirable. 2 


LE T T ER. CXXXI. x2 
Boba 20 be ſame.. 5 ” 
WR, 9 Dec. 20, 1683. 15 


A Dude a Duke of ee a Duke of 


Anjou this is certainly a great Comfort. 
The King has given a Looſe to all the Tender- 
nefs-of a Father. Religion does not extinguiſh, 

266! pp! hat Means he wrought upon the Protefa 


tants Fofy france may be ſeen in Foltairès Age ob 
Logs XIV. Chap. 32. 
theſe 


96 
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theſe Affections; it refines upon them. The Dau- F 
phineſs has had a pretty eaſy Labour; and this is = 
looked upon here as à happy Preſage. This 2 
Morning the King did me the Honour to aſſiſt 3 
at my Loilet; you plainly ſee I grow young 
gain: My little Prince has, in a very pretty 
Manner, told me fo. The Abbe de Fenelon is 
much eſteemed here; and yet every body does 
not do him Juſtice: | They are ſhy of him; and 
he wants to be loved, as he has all the Qualities 
requiſite to gain Affection. Seignelgy is incon- 
ſolable; Ambition preys upon his Spirits: The 
King is very happy to have Miniſters ready to 
ſacrifice themſelves out of Spight for his Service: 
Lows begins at laſt to grow troubleſome to 


him, and is not ſenſible of it. Every one thinks 
of his own Buſine(s, and I mind my ſpiritual 
Concerns. I am very well pleaſed with Father 
la Chaiſe: He inſpires the King with / great 
Thing. In a little Time all his Subjects 
will ſerve God in Spirit and in Truth. Ihave 
formed a Deſign to educate, along with a little 
Villette, ſome young Ladies of Hugenot Parents: 
It will be a good Work. Let me have your 
Opinion of it. The King has conferred. a Be- 
nefice on the Abbe Gobelin. | 
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LETTER CXXXII. 
To; Mr. Auen F 
n May 5, 1684. 
e e you on the ſafe Delivery of my 
Sifter-in-law: I already feel a Tenderneſs 
for my Niece. Pray, let her not be an only one, 
that I may have her with me when ſeme other 
Child ſhall amuſe you. I am told you go to ſeE 
her ſeveral Times in a Day; that's well done: 
But let her ſleep; take care of her Eyes; take 
care of Accidents. For my Part, I had rather 
ſee her dead than deformed. I am not devout, 
dear Brother, but have an Inclination to be ſo: 


I am perſuaded it is the Source of all Good. 1 


am indeed but too much talked of, ſometimes 
well, ſometimes ill: I have always heard it ſaid; 
that Women ought; to wiſh to be forgotten. I 


leave you at full Liberty in regard to what. you. 


write to me about: It would be very unjuſt in 


me to make Uſe of my Credit to tyrannize over 


an elder Brother, to whom I naturally owe Re- 


ſpect. Be a good Huſband, a good Father, and 


a good Maſter; but firit of all be a good Chriſ- 
tian, and of Courſe you'll be all the reſt. I tell 
you, by Way of Confidence, that I take in 
young Ladies at Noiay, whoſe Board the King 


pays for: Judge of my Satisfaction when I am 
e turning 
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(140). 
returning. along the Avenue followed by 124 
Damfels, the Number at preſent there: Lemploy 
my Time in furniſking them with cvery thing 
| they want. I can but ſeldom go to Maintenonʒ 
M. de Louvois arrived from thence yeſterday ;: he 
takes ſuch Care of it as turns to very good Ac- 
count; he has rebuilt the Caſtle of the Park; 


and I look after my young Ladies. We grow 


old; let us think of dying: Can that be groves 
to a Chriſtian ? 


LETTER CXXXIIL 
25 the King. 
SIRE, f 


ON E Day's Abſence of your Majeſty is an 


Age to me. I am perſuaded. of your Senti- 
ments; ; but I cannot live quietly at a Diſtance 
from you. I place all my Happineſs, all the 
Pleaſures of Life, in ſeeing your Majeſty < ., 
leave you then to judge of my Uneaſineſs. Af- 
ter ſo many Benefits and ſo many Honqurs. I 
have received from you, I know not yet what 
my Lot is tobe: But I tremble, and am ex- 
tremely agitated in writing this Billet to your 
Majeſty; and God grant it may not be a Forg- 
fight of what L.:dread, moſt in, this Wold! 
Death would be a thouſand Times more, wel- 
| come to me. Tou have Promiſed me, 8h 17a 
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(141) 
fincere and laſting Converſion to God; I rely 
entirely on your Word: I am encouraged there- 
by; I blame my Suſpicions, my Credulity : But 
ee . is Ge 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
To Madam de S. G 


Maintenon, * 45 1684. 


Am bere waiting for News of the King with 

great Impatience. I very well know there is 
nothing to fear for his Life, his Health, nor his 
Glory; but ſtill I fear, and Reaſon does not 
cure me of this Folly. He covers the Siege of 
Luxembourg, and has condeſcended to ſhare the 
Honour of this Conqueſt with Crequi. Feng 
for nothing but Peace: I will never give the 
King Counſels prejudicial to his Glory; but if 
they would take my Advice, Men would be 


Jeſs ambitious, leſs dazzled with the Eclat of 


Victories, and would think more ſeriouſly of 


their Salvation. But it is not my Province to 
govern the State: 1 daily pray to God that he 


would inſpire and direct the Maſter of it, bring 
him to the Knowledge of the Truth, and give 


him paeific Sentiments. I love the King in the 


fame Manner as J love my Brother: I wiſh to 


ſee them perfect, that they might be more wor- 


thy of God. His Majeſty has wrote me two 
1932 very 
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very affectionate Letters, and J have anſwered 
them like a Chriſtian; Neozy finds me a great 
deal of very agreeable Occupation ; I will alſo 
on my Part contribute to the great Work of 
converting our ſeparated Brethren: Thoſe poor 
Girls will be infinitely obliged to me for it, both 
in this World and in the next: Some of them 


are very lovely, and theſe not always the hand- 


ſomeſt. Le Notre has turned my Garden into a 
charming Spot. The Dauphineſs took 2 Walk 


im it yeſterday, and was inft initely delighted. I 


hope to have died there, but ſhall not even have 
ne Pleaſure of living in it. 


415 ET TH R cxxxv. 
„To e ſame. 


Auguſt 13 1684. 

7 Ras 8 has at laſt taken Meaſures for a 
Peace: His Miniſters at Ratiſbon are order- 

ed to ſign a Truce of twenty Years; and he is 
to kerp all that he has taken ſince the Peace of 
Nimegaen': This Treaty, in my Opinion, is 
very . advantageous, and the King is well ſatiſ- 
fied with it. He intends to ſet about a total 
Converizon of the Heretics: He has frequent 
Conferences on this Subject with M. Le Fellier 
and Lhatæauntif, where I am not one too many. 
en as. rebel impropet Methods: 
Matter; 
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Matters ought not to be managed. haftity : We 
ought to convert, and not perſecute. | Louvors 


is fqr Lenity, though it docs not accord with 
his choleric,,impetugus Temper. The King is 


ready. toi do every; thing that may beſt promote 
due Cauſe of Religion. This Undertaking will 
render him glorious in the Sight of God and 
Man, as it will bring all his Subjects into the 
Pale of the Church, and prove the Deſtruction 
of Hereſy, which all his Predeceſſors could not 
conquer. IJ. have not been able to preſerve the 
F riendſhip of Madam de la Fayette ; ſhe ſet too 
high a Price on the Continvance of it: How- 
ever I have ſhewn her that I was as ſincere and 
as obſtinate as herſelf. »j* Tis the Duke that has 
ſet us at Variance; We. Wee, quarrel- 
Jed about Trifles. 


L E 8 TE R CXXXVI. 
To Mr. d'Aubigne. 
of at June 9, 1685. 
I LEAD the Ws hear of: I go ſometimes 
to Nojzy, ſometimes to St. Cyr, where the 
Work advances tncredibly : My Apartment will 
ſoonube tenantable; the Refectory is finiſhed. 
M. de arcilly vexes me exceedingly, and only 
beeauſe he will not ſpeak i in the Faſhion; he be- 
ſets my Door, and they won't do any thing for 


. him. 
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( 144) 
him. The King goes a Hunting as often as he 


can; but you know his Pleaſures are not fol- 


owed till Buſineſs is done. The Dauphin alſo 
takes the Diverſion of Hunting. The Stag will 
Head him one of theſe Days to Maintenon. M. 
de Lou dois returned from thence yeſterday, 
charmed with the Facilities he finds for his 
Aqueduct: Jauban ſays it will colt lefs than was 
imagined, but that he had been two Months 
@without-conceiving it practicable. Things will 
take a Turn for the Benefit of our Heirs: Upon 
my Word you ought to get one more. Main- 
tenon has made me run into a ſhort Digreſſion: 
Let us return to the Royal Family. The Dau- 
phineſs is grieved for the Death of her Brother, 
and at ſeeing the Electorate gone from his Houſe. 
Mademoiſelle often ſees me when ſhe is here, but 
her Stay in this Place is ſhorter than formerly. 
The Prince of Cond? and * Monfieur Le Duc are 
in high Spirits at the Marriage of the Duke of 
Bourbon with + Mademoiſelle de Nantes, to which 
the King adds every thing, both uſeful and agree- 
able, that they can wiſh for. Madam de Mon- 
teſpan often ſees me, and is to take me along 
with her to Clugny: Jane is afraid I may not be 
* Grandſon of the great Conde. 


Natural Daughter of Loui, XIV. by Madam 
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in Safety there. The King ſometimes taken, A 


Walk in private with the Princeſs of Conti and 
me. That Princeſs inclines intirely to Good. 
The Doge of Genoa beholds the King and the 
Nation with Amazement: I have ſeen him no 
where but from my Window; but he has paſſed 
by it ſo often, that one might have imagined 
there was an Underſtanding between us. M. 
de Roguelaure made no brilliant Figure at tho 
laſt Carouſel: Do you know that M. de: Murcẽ 
was very near winning the Prize, and that the 
King ſaid he was one of the moſt dextrous; 


which is more than I knew before. 


IL. ET TER CXXxvn. 


From the King to Madam de Maintenon. 


PHP is too hot a Day ſor Hunting; therefore 
I ſhall not ſtir out till Evening, to take a 


Walk with you, if you pleaſe. Mn. come if it 
bs inconvenient to you 


i 3 


"LETTER, CXXXVII. 
- ++ To Mr. d' Aubigné. 

4 $6 5 | Auguſt 5, 1685. 
AM very ſorry to hear you complain of a2 
Perſon with whom you muſt ſpend your 

Fs; #4 whom God has given you: Fis a 
continual Opportunity of acquiring Merit in his 
H Sight, 


(146; ) 
Sight, and much more eſſential than giving all 
we have to the Poor. It is true that the King 
often ges Entertainments, and that J am pre- 
ſent at them as ſeldom as I can. I cannot ſit up 
late without being Ydifordered ; nor will T give 
Mademoiſelle de Pritiers room to call me, as the 
did Mademoiſelle 4 Hudicourt, a fine Fe/troal- 
Face. Marli is much frequented now: I re- 
turned from thence yeſterday, juſt as the Diver- 
ſions were ready to begin, preferring my Repoſe 
to Pleafures. I have placed at Nazzy the Rela- 
tion you ſent me: Is it poſſible for you to think 
her pretty? This makes me tremble for my 


will lie at Charites. and I alſo : We ſhall ſtop 
there all the next Day, to perform our Devo- 
tions, and that the King may view a few more 
of the Works. They are ſlating St. Cyr, and 


| laying the Floor of my Apartments. The King 
4 will afterwards proceed to Chanibord. 
i LET DEN AIX. 


To the ſame. 
Chambord, October 1, 


Fi — morrow we leave it, with great Reluctance, 
1 ot | | both 


C 4 Neice: I care not whether ſhe is very beauti- 
1 ful; but T muſt own I would not have her be 
5 . ugly. The King is to go to Chambord He 


| CHAMBORD is a charming Place: To- 
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both in the Courtiers and myſelf. Go and fre 
Verſailles, tho you will find it in great Diſorder : 
You, have too good a Taſte not to admire it, 
and know the World too well, not to ſond me an 
Account of what you may have moſt admired. 
Depend upon it, my dear Brother, that Divine 


Providence, which directs even the minuteſt of 


our Actions, has not brought you to Paris to 


ſee the Opera. Look out there for ſome vir- 


tuous Man that may conduct you to God; viſit 


the Abbe Gobelin and F ather Bour dale : d There 


are but few Men of ſound Knowledge to be 
found. Madam de St. Hilaire has made a fine 
End: I will take her youngeſt Daughter: The 
eldeſt is not, young enough; I have firmly re- 
ſolved to receive none of her Age : 1 ſhall thereby 
give Diſguſt to many; but it is better to do ſo, 
than to ſtop in ſo glorious a Project. The King 
is ſatisfied with your Conduct; but that is not 
enough; God muſt be ſo too; and he is not 


Harder fo pleaſe than Men. 


LE T p ER- CEE: 
"To the Able Gobelin 


Sept. 25, 1685. 
| N 1 youto go to Noiæy, and now repeat the 


ſame. Regueſt. Madam dee Brinon, notwith- 
tarding ſhe is a Woman of good Senſe, ſtands 
I 4 in 
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our Candidates: 


in nced of Advice. Pray, let me know whether 
there is an abſolute Neceſſity for going through 
a Noviciate, previous to the being admitted into 
that Community, I ſay now, that a quite new 


one is to be formed for I well know, that herg; 
after the Girls muſt be a Year, or two upon 


Trial, if judged proper: But as there is yet no 


Incorporation, ought they to perform their No- 


viciate? And can they enter upon it before the 
Houſe is eſtabliſhed? Vou have made mea va- 


luable Preſent in giving me Madam La Aai ſon- 
fort ; ſhe does Wonders. 
whatever Cauſe ſhe may lately have had to re- 
Joice, there is more Melancholy in her Mirth 


As for Madam ——, 


than in the Sorrow of athers : For the future 


we ſhall receive none but Maiden Ladies, 


LETT E R — 3 
To the ſame. 
Sept. 30, 1685. 
URN your Thoughts, I beſeech you, to 
this Eſtabliſhment only ; fince God and 
the King having charged me with the Direction 
of it, you ought to help me to acquit myſelf well. 
You cannot too 9 preach up Humility to 
1 am much afraid that Madam 
de Brinon may have inſpired them with a certain 


Lottineß, and th at the Vicinity of the Court, a 
fs cf Roy al 
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T Royal Foundation, Viſits from the King, and 
p 3 even my Viſits, may give them a Notion of be- 
9 ing Canoneſſes and Ladies of Importance; which 
* L would be an Obſtacle to the Good we intend ts 
7 : do. There is a Medium to be adopted between # 
1 a proud Devotion and the Miſeries and Mean- 
9 1 neſſes of Convents. I know not by what Name 
- they are to be called: In the Conſtitutions, 
f 5 Madam de Brinon {tiles them the Ladies of St. 
- * Louis; which cannot be allowed, for the King 
— 3 does not canonize himſelf ; and *tis he that 
» ; names them, as he is their Founder. Their Gar- 
— 4 ments are to be black, without Hair, and with- 
p | cut any Ornament; ſuch a Dreſs as St. Paul 
e : aue in Chriſtian Widows. 
f LETTER CXLII. ; 

: To Madam de S. G——. 

| q Oct. , 1685. 
| : Is Ils a very agreeable Sight to me, to behold 
; | : 5 | | two Wale young Ladies brought up 

4 under my Care. The Abbatial Manſion of Sr. 
* Dennis is to be ui ited to St. Cyr, and the King 
; F will give thirty thouſand Livres, *till he affigns 
a #3 a Fund out of the Farms. I very well know 
8 74 What is faid about its Vicinity to the Court; 
. 9 but can I Binder mv Encmies from prating ? 
x The Journey to Chambord has not been uſeleſs . 


H 3 Tha 


I. 653009) 5 
Tis Fruit of | it will ſoon appear; and thoſe 


who. fay t that the King, minds nothing but Feſti- 8 
Vas, and Pleaſures, will be confqunded. . & dou t i 
concern myſelt with any Buſimeſs, Except that l 
of Neizy; but; this i is allowed me, *tis my Work. | 8 
M. de Villette has at laſt taken, the right Side of a” 
the Queſtion, and affured the King, that it is the ; | 
only Thing he ever did without a View to pleaſe b f 
him, The Abbe Gobelin | is s here, ang will take : 8 
bias of e I ; Y 
7 I ET TER CxIIII. 2 
To My. d Aubigns ny 
JNDEED, Br l you are not ehexiſeable; as F f 
you have fo much Eſteem for me, in declin- 5 t 
ing to be guided by my Counſels in a Place a 
which I am better acquainted-with than yourſelf. 1 C 
The Thing is done, and you muſt only think 1 i 
how to mend the Blunder : I ſhall ſay you were 1 V 
ſuddenly taken ill, and haſtened back to Paris": [4 t 
You muſt come again in five or ſix Days: This $ e 
Behaviour will appcar natural; whereas there was Y 
too much Singularity in the other. For who 4 


can imagine, that a fond Brother, who had not 
ſeen me theſe five Years,, could come to look 4 
upon me a Quarter of an Hour, and then run 


away, without any Notice, or even ſpeaking a 1 Z 
Word:? 5 
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( 151 ), 
Word ? Behave better, Doi my Advice; no 
Slips of this Kind are looked upon as Trifles 
here. Be ſparing of being in Company with 
Madam de Monteſpan and M. de Lauzun' it W 
give room to fay that you herd among. the Malk 
contents. Viſit M. Gebelin and F ather Beur- 
daloue. Come hither at "Al Saints ; ; you I ſee 
the King perform his Devotions, which is 4 
Leſſon to the greateſt Libertines. Adieu; ys 
took Delight i in ſeeing you this Day,” 4 Cava 
cade of the Court Ladies, a nd à Ball this Evens 
ing. If you would take my Advice, your Liſe 
would be pleaſant; but you have hot Confidence 
enough in me. What you have been told of the 
Y; laſt hunting Match is true: The Wild Boar as 
| furious; had noßithe Ring Lifted. wp bis l 
1 the Nick of Lime, fit had been torn: Le, | 
de Vill:roy was pulled off his Horſe: udge then 
of the Pleaſure I fqund in this P rſion. Juſt 
Y ſo it is in divers Stations which axe envied, and 
4 which have their, vexatiou; aides, | Tel £ Il Nang 
that J have wrote her Anſwer, gud, law be 
extremely glad to ſee lier, 
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| one) 
L. H. Ig I. E Ra CXLIV, 
Lace do 8. 6. 


Ic "Of: 25, 1685. 

T is true that the Dauphineſs pretends to be 

pregnant, but gives no Proofs of it: The 
e has told the King ſo. The Manſion 
of St. Dennis brought the Cardinal de Retz an 
Aundred thouſand Livres « on the Demeſne of the 
Generality of Paris © n Pont! is ſettled; the 
Patent will contain an Exemption from all Du- 
ties and Taxes. Iam overwhelmed, with Solli- 
citations: Candidates come to us from all Quar- 
ters, but few good ones, The King would 
have me to be very difficult at, the Beginning, 
becauſe the Community being” once well eſta- 
bliſned, all Things will go on eaſily afterwards, 
M. Le Tellier is at the Point of Death; after he 
had ſigned the * Edict he was better; but the 
Fever has ſeized him again with great Violence, 
and now his Lite i is deſpaired of. The King 5 
highly. pleaſed with having put the finiſhing 
Hand to the great Work of bringing the He- 
retics into the Church. Father /a Chaiſe has 
promiſed that it will not coſt one Drop of Blood, 
and Louvsis iays the lame. am very Yes! that 
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oe 153 ) 5 
the Hereties in Paris have liſtened to Reaſon: a 
Claud: was à ſeditious Fellow that confirmed 
them in their Errors: Since they have loſt Tas 
they are more tractab le. -1 I am, indeeg 56+ uf 
Opinion, that all theſe Converſions are not oP 
fincere ; but God makes uſe of every Mea 

draw Heretics to him: At leaſt. their Children 
will de Catlieftes. If the Fathers are Hypocrites, 
their outward Conformity is at leaſt an. Apr 
proach towards the Truth: They haye the Signs 
of it in common. with the Faithful. Pray to 
God that he would enlighten them all: The 
3 King has nothing more at Heart. Du Rueſne i is 
f not to £9, to Holland nor. to England... M. dg 
Sehomber 2 is lels uſeful, and more obſtinate. 8 


4 


LETTER CxLV. 5 

| To the Abbie Gobelin. 

| = " Fan. 7, 1686. 
HAVE received your it New. Vear's-Gift with 
great Satisfaction, but muſt chide you for tile 

over-reſpectful and ceremonious Stile of your 

L Letter. I know not how far the Honours heaped 

. on me may have induced you to think differently 


of pled. mT 3 * 
8 e = 1 PAP * 2 5 = 


£ of me; but I am not altered, I receive the Tefti- 
# monies of your Friendſhip exactly as I have done 
NJ theſe fixteen Years paſt.. We have twelve No- 
vices, and there will ſoon be fourteen. The 


King 
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King 1 3 to make an End of this Affair: - He 
will preſent a Petition to the Biſhop of Chartres, 
for obtaining. his Confent to the F. oundation he 
intends at St. Cyr: To this Petition he will an- 
nex the: Letters Patents, exhibiting his Inten- 
tions for the Spiritual and Temporal Manage- 
ment. The Biſhop of Chartres is to ſend his 
GrandVicars along with you and Father IA Chaiſe, 
in order to inſpect the Regulations: The Tem- 
poral Matters will be ordered ſo as that the 
Tranſlation may be made at the Feaſt of St. John 
the Baptiſt, purſuant to the King's Intentions» 


LETTER cxLVI. 


29, See be 

Jan. 175 1686; 
Preſented your Memorial yeſterday to the 
King, and he refolved to diſcourſe with 
Father Ia Chaiſe about it: The Manner in which 
the Election of a Superior is to be made, was 
approved ef; the Vows were then mentioned, 
and Father la Chaiſe would not conſent to the 
Biſhop's not being able to diſpenſe with them» 


The King gives you a Penſion of two thouſand 


Livres: I believe you did not want this Bene- 
faction to make you ſatisfied. with him. Exa- 
mine our Conſtitutions with Meſſieurs Racine 
and Beileau ; but then don't ſpoil the Expreſ- 
ons 
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ſions and the Thoughts of Madam de Brinon 

for the Sake of poliſhirlg the Langilage - Fou 
know that i in every thing Women write, there 
are al ways a thouſand Deviatiotis from the Rules 
of Grammar; : but, with your Leave, there is a 
certain Elegancy which' is BCT found! in Men's 

| Vritings. 


L. E 10 T E R CcxLII. 
on: 1 "To 0 The fame. 
5 db - - 1686; 
Ir the Alterations intended to be made i In che 


Conſtitution are conſiderable, and more in 


Number than thoſe Gentlemen criticized upon 
before me, there muſt be a Conference with 


Madam de Brine About them. I have been told 


that you had Joſt a Law-Suit, and that you are 


ſadly perplexed: about an Account that mut. be 
given: Lam afraid this Affair will give you a 


gteat deal of Uneaſineſs. Can' t. you xelinquiſn 


that Eſtate to your Relations, and; live upon 
your Benefice and your Penſion ?; Af ou, want 
any other Aſſiſtance, I will procure it.: You 


would then have nothing to do but to ſerye God, 


unde you might; come and live at Sr. Or It 


wah ld be advantagecus to my, Salvation - to ſce 
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1 1p; r TE R ,CXLVIIL 
Jo the fame. 
March 7, 1686. 


IN high Favour I am in is troubleſome to 

"me, even in the Confeſſion- Box: 1 ima- 
gined I ſhould always meet with the ſame Bcha- 
viour from you as I experienced when I was 
among the Blue Nuns ;. Lou are no Stranger to 
my Sincerity z J make no Cempliments; I con- 
jure you therefore to leave off the Stile you uſe 
with me, which is not only diſpleaſing to me, 
but may alſo do me a Prejudice. I am not a 
greater Lady than when I lived in Taurnelle- 
Sect, where you, uſed roundly to tell me of my 


F. aults: And tho: the Rank I now hold places 


alf the World as At my, Feet f 2 Man charged 
with the Direction o my ee muſt not 


ſtand in that Ligbt. It is not right for you to 


inſtil Pride 1 into me; you, who ought to eradi- 


cate it. Where ſhall I. find Views, if I find it 
not in you? And to whom elſe, can I be ſub+- 


miſſive, as nothing but Reſpect, Adulation and 
Complaifance approach me? Speak to me, write 
to me, without Artifice, without Ceremony, 
without Infinuation, and eſpecially,” I befeech 
you, with leſs Reſpect. I would fave my Soul; 


I commit it to your Care: Look upon me as 
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ſtript of all the Pomp and. * that ſurs 
round me: Theſe are my real Sentiments. 
IL ET TER CXLIX. 

To gags: de St. G— 


FI z 


| Jah 2, 1686, 
HE Biſhop of Chartres ſtands up for abſolute 
Vows, and is the only one of this Opi- 
nion : For my Part, I have no Will of my own 
in this Point, and ſhall always conform to, the 
Opinion of the Majority. If Tinclined to either 


Side of the Queſtion, 1 ſhould ſcruple to declare 


it, for fear of cramping the Freedom of Suf- 


ſrages, and gaining too much Weight to a Wo- 


man's Advice. I am ſure of having no other 


Intentions: than what are good, but I am not 
certain that I ſhould not take the wrong Side of 


the Queſtion. The Biſhop of Chartres has de- 
clared by a Decree in due Form, that it is the 
King's and his Intention that I ſhould be perpe- 


tual Superior of this Community, both in Spiri- 


rituals and Temporals: Upon which, the Com- 
munity have ſent me a gold Croſs, ſtrewed with 


Flowers. de Lys, and theſe Lines engraved on it: 


She is our true and faithful Guide; 
From her our Bleſlings are deriv'd. 


I'U6ubt whether we ſhall be able at felt 8 8 
take in three hundred Perſons 3 ; but a few Years 
of 
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of good Oeconomy: will procure. us what. is now 
wanting, My, only Uneaſineſs is to know what 
þ will become of this Eſtabliſhment aſter my De- 
ceaſe. I am very muh afraid / their Fervour 
| will relax; and that this Houſe, which is defign'd 
for an Azylum to the Unfortunate, may be 
opened to the Sollicitations of the moſt Power- 


ful. 
. LETTER CL. 
Joo „ M jams, 


O23. 23, 1686. 

UR Ladies have begun their Exerciſes: 1 

have ſeen them at their Work, at their 
Hours of Recreation, in their Acts of Piety, and 
have found every thing conducted with a great 
deal of Order and Simplicity. If they Hold on 
at the ſame rate, not ſo much as two mortal 
Sins in a Year will be committed in that Houſe. 
The elder Ladies are very diſcrect, and the 
Children very doeible. The Title of Inſtitutrix 
has been offered me ; IL did at firſt refuſe it; 
but they repreſented to me, thatit ſignified nothing 
more than that J had directed the Beginnings of 
this Community, Madam de Brinan perſuaded 
me, and I. let them give me what Titles they 
pleaſed. I did not want this Engagement to do 


j god to that Foundation; you know it is my 
þ :predaminant Paſhon; and I am fo ſtrongly at- 
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tached to it, that I am apprehenſive of t beitrslels 
attached to God, tho' do it for his Sake. T Have 
at laſt obtained a Promiſe to have my Name 


omitted'i in the Medal: The King ſaid, that this 
Event was too remarkable, for Racine and 
Biileau to omit the Particulars of it in the His 
ſtory of his Reign. My Brother tells me that 
you complain of his Wife: Iam. ſurprized you 
did not impart to me the Cauſe of your Com- 
plaints; ; you know Lam not ſtrongly prejudiced 
in favour of my Silter-in-Law : Time and God 


will mend her. — 
LETTER. GLA... 4 
To the ſame. 
Vierſailles, Dec. 13; 1686. 
HE Death of the Prince of Candi has much 
grieved and much more edified us: His 
Letter to the King is an admirable Piece: He 
therein gives Judgment on his own Conduct, 
and a ſevere Judgment it is: He alſo begs a 
Pardon for his Nephew); it is ſome Weeks 
ſince E ſpoke of it, at the Requeſt of the Princeis 
of Conti, and was pretty favourably heard. The 


Death of the Prince has given the finiſhing 
Stroke; and the King has been ſo much affected 


With it, that he ſhed Tears: M. de Cheureuſs is 
pftodigiouſlydejected: Madam di Luis loſes a 


Friend; her Sorrow is not like chat of other 
| ' = Peoples 
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People ;. you eaſily gueſs the Reaſon, * the 


Difference. Our Siſters of St. Cyr are mightily 
pleaſed with the Director you have given them; 
and their Director i is as well pleaſed with them. 
He complains of having too little Occupation; 
he never could have believed that a religious 
Houſe was ſo eaſy to be governed. Another 
Man, of a buſtling Temper, might not like to 
ſee his Penitents 5, rational. The King always 
takes the Air on Horſeback ; Madam du Lude 
and I follow him in a Chaiſe. Verſailles is as 
quiet as if the Embaſſadors of Siam were not 
there: They admire every thing, but the Ma- 
ſter ſtill more than the Houſe. I recommend 
gt elf t to your Prayers. 


ET FE R CLI 
To the fame. 


Jan. 2, 1687, 
HAVE at laſt ſnatched a Moment to write 


to you. The King is as well as one in his 


Condition can be. Our Toy encreaſes with our 


Hopes. The Phyſicians aſſure that the Danger 
is over. The King has given Fagon an hun- 
dred thouſand Livres, and as much to * Felix. 


* Syrgeon to his Majeſty, on whom he perform” d. 


the Operat on of the Fiſtula, after having practiſed 


on ſeveral Patients in the Hoſpitals. Beſides the 


hundred thouſand Livres, he got a Biſhoprick for 
his Brother by this Operation. 
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I never beheld an 1 of greater Courage. 


The Calamities of his People, had they loſt bim, 
the Apprehenſion of the Dauphin's falling into 
the Hands of evil Counſellors, the Foreſight, of 
the Diſgrace of his beſt Friends, were the only 

Things that made him unealy : He trembled for 
France, but not a Moment for his own Life, 
Madam de Monteſpan will come back : The 
King has been greatly affected with her Tears, | 
The Vendeſmes are rendered ſuſpicious; God 
knows how the Matter ſtands ! There may be 
nothing criminal in that Feſtivity; but it was 
very imprudent and unſeaſonable. I am not 
yet at the End of my Sorrows ; and I perceive 
they impute to me that profound Secrecy, and 
that they deſcant upon it. 'You know how 
much I have it at Heart to put all the Royal 
Family on good Terms with the King; and 
yet I am accuſed of keeping them at Variance. 
The Dauphin has aſſured me that he neither be-: 
lieyed, nor even liſtened to theſe Reports; but 
he may one Day give Ear to them. I am ina 
lamentable Situation; I dare not ſpeak of it to 
the King, for fear of ſowring his Temper : He 
would not bear with theſe ſtrange Suſpicions; 

he might, perhaps, revenge me ; but I had ra- 
ther, pardon them. My dear little Prince is in 
good Health 
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LETTER CLIII. 
To Madam de Monteſpan. 


Fan. 12, 1687. 
HE KA * ordered me, Madam, to 
write to you, that you would oblige him 
by appearing again at Court, unleſs the Deſire 
of minding your ſpiritual Concerns ſhould de- 


tain you at Fontevrault In this Caſe, he does 


not expect that you ſhould alter your pious Re- 
ſolutions for his Sake : But if your Abſence is 
the Conſequence of any Diſcontent, I can aſ- 
ſure you, Madam, that you can. do nothing 
better than to return ſpeedily. The King would 
have permitted you to enter his Chamber, had 
he not feared a tender Emotion that might have 
been prejudicial to his Health at that Juncture. 
He has been very niuch concerned at your Grief, 
and bas embraced our Princes with a great deal 
of Tenderneſs. The Duke du Maine has taken 


upon him to preſent you my Reſpects; I could 


not put my Cauſe in better Hands: Believe it, 


Madam, that whatever affectionate Things he 
may tell you as from me, his Expreſſions will 
ever fall very ſhort of what Inclination and Gra- 
titude inſpire me. 3 
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LETTER cle. 
N 7 Mee de S. Ga, 


aer e247 e Feb. 2, 1687. 
BI Uns to be very well ſatisfied wien 
its Maſter: The King never was in ſo good 
Humour as ſince he has been an Eye-witneſs of 
the Affection of his Capital. I am much de- 
lighted to find in him ſuch Sentiments: They 
may perhaps inſpire him with à Deſign to eaſe 
his People. Father 1a Chaiſe has a greater In- 
fluence than ever over the King: From hence- 
forth he is to act without the Archbiſhop of Pa. 
ris; and Madam 'de Leſdiguleres will no longer ſee 
the Clergy' of France on their Knees before her. 
It was u great Scandal. He is to make his Re- 
port, and the King will nominate: You 44 
well imagine that this high Favour will lay all 
the Nation at the Feet of the Society. I have 
already waited upon him in Behalf of your Ne- 
phew, and did it with a good Grace: We mult 
indeed diffemble a little, if we would ſerve our 
Friends. Madam de Monteſpan leads an angelic 
Life: The Court is greatly altered ſince ſhe has 
ceafed to govern it. The Prince of Conti gains 


the Love of God and Men. 
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L Ss ITT EN CLV. 
To the fame. 
Maintenon, Tully 28. 

7.0U.s are | feakible that I am too buſy to write 
ſo long a Letter as I could wiſh': Your Ne- 
phew bas been preſented to the King, who ſaid 
to me, I will promote him in due Time; let 
him behave well. Father /a Chaiſe has not yet 
been able to find any thing better for him. I 
very heartily thank you for having at laſt af- 
forded me an Opportunity to ſerve you: Diſ- 
poſe of my Credit as if it were your own. The 
Works at Maintenon are in great Forwardneſs: 
The Kiug's S Preſence ſpoils nothing there: Tis 
a fine Sight to behold a whole Army employed 
in embellithing a Country Scat! The two Hills 


1 


will be joined by forty-ſeyen Arches. ſolidly 


built; It i is, in every Body's Opinion, a Work 
worthy of the Romans and of Louis. All this 
often brings me back to reflect on the Folly of 
Men, in taking ſuch. Pains to adorn a Habita- 
ton; in which they are to live a few Days. 


LETTER e 
To the ſame. 
Verſailles, Sept. 10, 1687. 
B eaſy in regard to your Nephew's Concerns: 
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at Paris, and ſee no Appearance of War. Vour 
politicians build Caſtles in the Air; the King's 
Sentiments are very pacific, and he will indeed 
ſuffer the Emperor to beat the Turks as long as 
he plea! es; It is true, that, if ſome Peoples Ad- 
vice was . France would ſtop the Pro- 
grels of the Houſe of Auſtria; but the King is 
too true to his Word, to ſet all Europe in a 
Flame through an ill grounded Jealouſy. For- 
merly I would not, perhaps, have anſwered for 
him; but at preſent; God has inſpired him with 
a Love of Peace, which encreaſes every Day. 


Pray the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings 


on all his Undertakings. I am very glad that 
you like Mainienon Is it not really a fine Seat? 
I told you long ago, that the King did nothing 
by Halves. The Dauphin is reconciled with the 
little Duke, and, contrary to my Expectations, 
without the King's having had any Hand in it. 


LETTER (LII. 
To the ſame. 


Per ſailles, March 12, 1688. 
UR News-Mongers magnify Objects as 
they pleaſe; it is only occaſionally, and as 
it were. proviſionally, that I occupy the . e 8 
Apartment 3 and accordingly I have furniſhed j 


| in A very, modeſt Way. The King came.into it 


yeſterday, 


FS. 
8 


| yeſterday, and looking at my large /talian Cru. 
rifix; ſaid to me, That's a very grave Piece of 
* Furziture; I adviſe. you to get it removed.” 
Janſwered him, What are you then afraid to 

ve behold him who is your only Hope, Who will 
<!be-your Refuge at the Hour of Death, and 
«will then be put into your Hands? Vou 
4e ought indeed to accuſtom yourſelf to the 
Sight of him.“ The King told me with a 
Smile, that I had an excellent Knack at'preach- 
ang; and f6the&Crucifix' remains. "The Pope's 
Inflexibility greatly alarms me. L:iwvois is ſorely 
prieved- to find his Credit beginnin g to decline: 


Ale envies me the Influence I have acquired; he 


imputes to me the King's Diſguſt; in fine, he 
wants to render himſelf neceffary by a new 
War. Heaven hes been very kind to me: No- 
thing is wanting to my temporal Happineſs but 
the Certai ty of Peace. 


LETTER CLVIN: 
| To 0 the ſame. eo 7 | 
Verſailles, Sept, 5, 1688, 


15 Hare pray. d for Peace, and God has ſent us 


ar. Let us humble ourſelves under his 
he Hand, and adore his Providence. The 


King is not pleaſed with the Dauphineſs;: Hie 


Takes it ill that ſhe jatereſts herſelf ſo openly for 
Prince 
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Prince * Clement. The Daupfun Will ſet. — 
from /erjailles towards the End of this Month 
with M. de Beaubilliers, who will not be uſeleſs 
His Army is to inveſt; Phuzpobourg ; 


tO him. 14 


Loypois will omit nothing, in ordet to engage 
him, by the firſt Succeſſes, to continue this War. 
I dare not tell it to the King, who has an intire 


Confidence in M. 4e Duras. Methinks all theſe 
Diſputes might be ternünated without ſpilling 
ſo much Blood. The King intended to take the 
Field, but has promiſed me 10 deſer it till next 
Spring: God grant that a Peace may be made 
before that Time. Our Intelligence from Bug- 
land is very bad: The Jeſuits have managed 
Matters too haſtily: Father da Chaiſe commends 
their Zeal, but not their Prudence. 


LETTER CLIX. 


From Madam Guion to Madam de Mais. 
tenon. 


Madam, Paris, Oct. 10, 1688. 
FIT ER having thanked the divine Provi- 


dence for delivering me from the Priſon in 


which my Enemies held me, it is very juſt that 
I ſhould return Thanks to you, Madam, whom 
God has made uſe of to reſcue me, as it were by 


a Miracle, out of the Hands of the great Men 


of the Earth. I have obeyed your Counſels as I 


Cs Bavaria, 
would 
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would have obeyed the Injunctions of God; and 
I hope you will not attribute this Obedience to 
Weaknels, but look upon it as the beſt Teſti- 
mony 1 could give you of my Gratitude. At 
firſt T had an Averſion to it; but the Moment 
overcame it, I felt Joy and Tranquility flow- 


ing into my Soul. La Combe, my Father in 


Jeſus Chriſt, is not more culpable than myſelf: 
Jam the Cauſe of his Misfortunes: Lou have 
only to ſpeak, Madam, and his Fetters will 
drop off. In ſo doing you will reſtore to the 
Faithful an oppreſſed innocent Man, who may 
edify and inſtruct them. My God! thy will be 
done, and not mine I ſet out to throw myſelf 
at your Feet; but a ſecret Voice obliged me 
againſt my Will to ſtop ſhort on the Road and 
return hither. I ſhall wait for your Commands. 
May the Lord inſpire and guide you! I ſhall ne- 
ver ceaſe to put up that Prayer to him, nor to 
ſubſcribe myſelf with profound Reſpect, &c. 


LETTER CLX. 
To Madam de Monchevreuil. F 


f ar is nothing in your Grief unworthy 
a Chriſtian: So natural it is to weep for a 


* A Bcrnatite, a Native of Geneva, and Direc- 
tor of Madam Gun: A Man diſordered in his Intel- 
lects. He was confined in 1686 by the King' s Order, 
as a Seducer, and died mad, 

well 
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well behaved and well eſtabliſhed * Son] God 
does not forbid ſuch Senſations. But take Care 
that your Grief be not too violent and make 
you murmur againſt Providence: It is vain to 
reſiſt its-Difpenfations. I ſend you the Abbe : 
He'll tell you how much Tam concerned at your 
Affliction: He will alſo tell you what little Sta- 
bility there is in the Felicities of this World. 


| You were too happy; God deſigned to bring 
you back to himſelf. It is indeed a terrible 
Blow, but he ſtrikes it for your Good: He 


knows better than we do what is for our Ad- 
vantage. Theſe are melancholy Reflections, but 
they are true, and ſuitable to a Soul great as 
yours. What would avail the Progreſs you have 
made in Piety, if it could not ſupport you in this 
Tribulation? *Tis in Adverſity we are to judge 
whether our Devotion is ſincere. What is Vir- 
tue, if it be not tried? God does not require 
only the Sacrifice of our vicious Inclinations ; 
he wants us to ſacrifice likewiſe our Sentiments 
and our deareſt Affections. 


M. 4% Mornay, Son of Madam de Monebewrenil, 
and Aid de Camp to the Dauphin, was killed at the 
Siege of Manheim before his Father's Face, who 
had followed the Duke 4u Maize. 


1 L E 1 * 
Qu Sx 
3 & 1 
. * 
Fg, 
2 m 


wil = 
N 's 


ES \ \ = * 
ky COS Tr fs ; j Bo at 
ME 2 * 9 —_ LS a, r 3 Ea 

Ee One boa ĩ hon Sl 1 ̃— SE Ge OT 


Fog he 
CORSA 
ng PR = N 
5 
n 
2 1 
« Tia * i 


e 
R 
I 3 


8 
r 
NI > © 
* 
* 
2 
* 
7 3 
„ 
r 
Ws 
my * 1 
3 5 
IS 


- _ 


, 
* —— IE — 2 — 7 , a a 
. 

* — : 


= —_ 


LETTER CLXI. 
20 Madam de 8. G —. 
BEG you would date your Letters. Madam 
Mernay makes a Collection of them: Were 
you te do the ſame with mine, you ſhould have 
no more of them. In ſpight of the Encomiums 
you beſtow on my Wit, I am very ſenſible my 
Letters are only. good for the preſent Moment. 
I thank you for that Manuſcript : I read it be- 
fore I went to Bed: There is much Truth but 


more Falſhood in it. Had I been in the Place 


of the Dauphineſs, I ſhould have peruſed it all 
with more Indifference. Could the King believe 
Things ſo abſurd ? And ſuch as are not abſurd, 
he knew already, and ſo did the whole Nation. 
The Duke de Beauvillers has taken the right 
Side of the Queſtion ; and all that they ſay at 
Paris cannot make every Body at Ver ſailles 
change their Mind, It is true that you take a 
tter View of "things at a Diſtances but that 
5s not the Caſe in this Matter. I have not a 
Moment at Command; therefore I conclude ; 
and yet have many Things to ſay. If 1 don't 
fee you Saturday, you'll reſerve me that Pleaſure 
for Sunday : J ſhall be diſengaged at the, uſual 
Hours: I with I could always be ſo for your 
Sake. . 5 
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4 LETTER CLXII. 


I 
. Erom the Daupbineſs to Madam de Main- 
© tenon. 


g 290d ͤ LS 
* #4. & , OS 


* * * * * As for what you write con- 
cerning your Sentiments towards me, I never 
doubted of their being ſuch as you make Profeſ- 
ſion of; for you have too much Senſe and Pro- 
bity to harbour any other. You wrong me in 
deſiring me not to write to you, left it ſhould 
make me dull; I feel great Pleaſure when I write 
to you, as you may be, conyinced by this Letter, 
which is longer than uſual, I wait impatiently 
for the King's Return, and expect at the ſame 
Time the Pleaſure of giving you Aſſurances 
myſelf of the Fullneſs of my Friendihip. Adieu, 
my dear Madam de Maintenm. 


* This Princeſs was grown melancholy and of 
difficult ' Acceſs : She denied herſelf every Kind of 
leaſure, and ſhut herſelf up in her Cloſer with a 
few Female Confidents, who impoſed upon her Cre- 
dulity. She died of a lingering Diſtemper the 2oth 
April, 1690. She was a Lover of Learning, and 
had even made Verſes, ſays Voltaire in his Siecle of 
Louis XIV. but, to judge from this Sketch of her 
Proſe, what Sort of Verſes could they be? 
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[ "oC Bt TER Ern 
| [mid of Madam de S. G 
| De Lau ſun is become more W ever the 
| * 10 Subject of Converſation. He wants me 
to join with him in taking Vengeance; I have 
told him that I had long ago forgiven all: He is 
two vindictive to believe it; and yet he wiſhes 
that * Mademuiſelle would ſay as much to him; 
He is quite obliterated in the King's Heart; and 
 Tuquietnde no holds there but by a Thread. 
| He takes it in great Dudgeon (probably. M. de 
F Louvois) that the Direction of the Affairs of 
Ireland has been taken from him. At firſt he 
imputed it to me, and chen charged Madam a 
Chevreuſe wirk it · He reckoned upon immeniſe 
Perquiſites. Seignelai expects nothing but Toils 


| li behave with too much Haughtineſs. The King 


could not have a better Servant, if he would but 

check his Temper alittle ; He himſelf acknow- 

7 4 ledges it, and yet does not amend, When 1 
| i had a tolerable Voice, I could have ſung that 


Song without any Concern : It tells me nothing 
that is new: Don't I know that J am old? If I 
could forget it, the Alteration in TE, Humbur 


| 

i” 5 

3 For an Explanation of this Paſſage the Reader 
. Fs 3s referred to Voltaire's Age of Louis XIV. Chap. 25. 
= A 2 Would 


3 r 
LEI l , 
1 * Fu 2 * 1 

hg pale A 


_y 
8 x 


and Dangers: He will ſucceed if he does not 


E 


Dr 


* 


TIER 


n MT SED : 8 3 * 
e ee eee ere 8 
* 


e 


r 


** * re he 9 A 
k 8 _ . 
Þ F : WING 
U 4 8 3 
7 ²˙¹·1˙b 2 BET s oe} Tent Ye 


(173) 
would ſyfficiently tell it me. Pray, make In- 
quiry after the Author: If the King | knew him, 


he would revenge me and if T'khew him, I 


would avenge my ſelf by doing him & Good. Wen 
TI think of Madam d- ADnepan, J look upon all 
theſe Outrages as meer Trifles,” 1 am mightily 
pleaſed with the Duke du Maine, and the King 


is diſpoſed to grant him any Thing. My Girls 


take up a great deal of my Time, but muah 
more agreeably than all the Intrigues of a certain 
Set of People who are ſometimes deceived, 
ſometimes deceiving, and often both. I expe» 
rience it more than ever, that nothing can make 
amends for the Loſs of Freedom. Lou do well 
to cheriſh yours. Philoſophy ſets. us boys 
Grandeur; but —_— lets us > abovp eres 
of W 


LET TER lam. : 

To the fene. on blu 

ADAM de Valin 508 be the moſt 
a amiable Woman in the Kingdom, were 
the not the greateſt Coquette in it. You can- 
not imagine how many Vexations all her mif- 
chigyous Tricks expoſe me to: The King did 


not care to ſpeak to the * Ducheſs d Bourbon: 
ob h pb 


* One of his 1 Daughters by Madam 4 
Monighan. 
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not perceive it. 


( 1754 ) 
T'did it for him, and have had nothing but In- 
ſults from her. Can any thing be more grie- 


vous from Perſons we love? She is loſt without 


Reſource: Marſon is ruining himſelf, and does 
The King will not ſuffer all 
theſe Diſorders; he will keep his Word. I now 
apprehend leſs the Father's Love, than] fear his 
Severity. Tell. me what you would do, were 
you in my Place. I have conſulted Father 
Gaillard, but declined explaining myſelf clearly; 
which may be the Reaſon why he did not well 
underſtand me; perhaps be feigned that he did 
not underſtand me. Talk to ſome able and 
pious Perſons; wrap up the Caſe, and in God's 
Name extricate me from this cruel Dilemma. 
I offend God by my Impatience. I muſt once 
for all apply a Remedy. I fear to create myſelf 
Enemies; and Iam alſo afraid that my Con- 


ſcience may reproach me with ſuffering — a 
Scandal. 


LETTER CLAY. 
To the ſame. 
7, erſailles, Nov. 4, 1688. 
REAT Rejoicings! Philipsbourg is taken. 
The Dauphin will from henceforth 
be called Lewis the Bold. The King's Joy is 


inexpreffible, and the little Count laughs and 
cries 


cries alternately. /Yauban's, Diſpofitions were 
admirable: He curbed the Fire of M. de Duras, 
and hindered the Dauphin from getting himſelf 
knockt on the Head. M. de Lauvoig, would 
have the Army to penetrate into Germany, and 
ravage the Palatinate without Mercy: Never- 
theleſs, ſome able Politicians pretend that the 
War ought to be carried on againſt the Em- 
peror only, and that we ought in Prudence to 
ſpare the Empire. Whatever has a ſhew of 


Glory will be done, and afterwards they will 


think of what is profitable: They will ect firſt 
and then coniiucr how they ought to have acted 
My Preſence cramps! Lowvers,, and yet I never 
contradict him: The King has told him ſeveral 


times, that he might ſptak with full} Freedorp. 
dome imagine that Iꝑgovern the State; and they 


dou't xro I am perſuaded that God has heaped 
ſo many Rleſſings on me, only that I might 
mind the King's Salvation, I daily beg of Hea- 
ven to enlighten and fanctify him. Join your 
Prayers to mine + They will prove | more effica- 
cious, becauſe more diſintersſted: You are not 
like me, in love with earthly Things. 


I 4 LETTER 


T nn! ͤ IF ˙1 rn. a. 
EEE Le, . 2 2 7 


3 2 2 _— N 


8 


— 


FFV 


hag r 8 
= — * * N 


— 
LO 


3 


— 


R Eno" Weg 


8 . 
E 


E 2 e 


— Hee 


EP 


a 


1 
n [= 
i 4 
4 5 bo, 
0 o 1 
. 45 
a 3 
1 my — | \ * A 
- l 2 f 
= hy - =, FO — * 2 © — 1 22 by 
P e - am 4* FY g 5 & 
« 797 Miz & 1 
5 5 
* * 3 
14 4 
5 * 7 If 
ou 


LETTER CLXVI: 2 = 


= 
. — Ce 


—— 


1 "Br the Duke du Maine to Madam J 
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| P Hiliz/ho rg has capitulated, | M. 2. Stabren- 
1 berg has called for a Conſeſſor and a Phy- 
| fician : I ſhould be very ſorry if he ſhould die, 
| for he agrers to every thing Wwe would have: He 
1 is the belt natured Man living. "He told the 
if Dauphin, that He th6utd die with Grief for ha- 
Ving loft a Place of ſuch Conſequence to his 
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| ' | Maſter, did he not find ſome Comfort in ſur- Þ : 
i rendering it to ſo great a Prince, Adieu, Ma- ; | 
7 =- dam; 1 Will do all that lies. in my Power to de- 
= | ſerve your F riendfhyp. © 'T forgot at ſetting out i | 
* to alk the King, whether the Regiment of ; 
= Swiſs Guards ought not to beat the March for 9 
: N | me : Such Beginnings may be draw n into Pre- | 1 
| | | 9 | cedents. — SES 5 8 Fa 
= 1 E 1 TE R II. i... | 
; 3 . b To Madam de © 8. 7 cn ROGER ; 114 | L 
3 | If - 7 an. Ys 1689. | 1 
. 1 =” King of England arrived the 7th In- : 
| ſtant at S. Germain's with the Duke of I 


"18 Berwick : His firſt Converſation with the Queen 4 
was very moving : He conſoled her, and careſ- : 
1 | ſed 1 


(377) 
ſed the Prince of ales in the moſt tender 


Manner: No Man can diſplay more Fortitude : 


This Unconcern at the Loſs. of fo much Gran- 
deur is the Work ef Grace: It is a charming 


Sight to behold. a Royal Confeſſor of the Faith! 


The Court of St. Germain will yield to none 
but Verſailles in Magnificence: The King will 
not ſheath the Sword *till he has driven the Prince 
of Orange out of E gland They call him a ſe- 
cond Cromavell it is certain, that he has already 
ſeized the Crown; 7% the Catholics are oppreſſed, 
and the Parliament threatens to exterminate 
them. It always runs in my Mind, that if 
Colbert had lived, all this had not happened: 

The Louvois did not prevent the Deſcent of the 


Dutch; he knew nothing of it till they had lan- 


ded: All this ſounds very, ill. Meaſures will be 
taken to mend Matters ; 1 but it would have been 
much better, had the Deſigns of the Prince of 


Orange been nipt in the Bud. MNzaailles and 


Boufflers will command in ſpight of Louvois, the 
firſt in Catalonia, the other on the Adelles: I rely 
much upon them, but {till more on the Juſtice 
of our Cauſe, 
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LETTER CLXVIII. 


From the Duke du Maine to Madam 
de Maintenon. 


At the Camp of Eſtines, Auguſt 15, 1689. 


Confeſs to you, Madam, that I burn with 

Impatience to ſee whether I belie the Blood I 
am deſcended from; and therefore I am ſorry 
that T have been ſent hither to be kept in a 
Whole Skin and learn to viſit Camps: JI can- 
not, without great Concern, ſee the Troops 
kept in Idlenefs. What I wrote to you about 
the Honours the Sw/s Regiment of Guards owe 


me, is of Conſequence: I have done no more 
methinks, than ſet forth my Reaſons, and 


ſubmitted to the King's Will: I know not 
whether my Vivacity made me ſay more than I 


intended. I am very far from being of Madam 
de Monteſpan's Opinion; for though I do no 
great Matters here, I yet do more than at Court, 
where I can only limp before People who are 
in Pain to ſee me; whereas here I learn my 
Trade. 


8 


LETT ER CLXIX. 
From n a to: "the ſam. 
ITE Sept. 29, 1689. 
Madam 
1 WRITE but a Line to the King, becauſe I 
think it better to make ſhort Letters than 
dull ones: If he would have me write oftener to 
him, let him cut out more Work for me. 
Paint me to him with a grateful Senſe of all 
his Favours; uſe the ſtrongeſt Terms, and, 
with all your Wit, be fearful of not ſaying 
enough; give full Scope to your Imagination; 
make me ſay whatever you think fit: Be my 
Proxy, that whilſt I only deſire to ſacrifice my- 


ſelf here for the King's Service, I may at the 


ſame time be at Ver ſailles to take Care of my 
Intereſts. Labour for your dear Child, if you 
think him worthy to be owned as ſuch. 


LETTER CLXX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Nov. 25, 1680. 


N ſo many Years as you have been at Court, 


it is ſurprizing, Madam, that you have not 


yet learned to lay the Blame on the Abfent: J 
think I cannot beftow a greater Encomium on 


you, I have CRY experienced the Manner in 
which 
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which you conceal bad Things, and publiſtr 


what is good: But as we ſhould conclude with 


telling our Sins to the Confeſſor, I will on to 


you the Occaſion of my former Debts, with all 


the Contrition of a good Penitent: The Ter- 
ror of your Remonſtrances, - which I dread more 
than thoſe of Madam de Monteſpan, becauſe they 


are always ſupported by Reaſon, has hitherto 


prevented my acknowledging that I loſt my Mo- 
ney at play. Put not a bad Conſſruction on my 


exceſſive Fear, ſince what renders it ſo great, is 


the Apprehenſion of making you uncaſy, and 
that I cannot call it by a more Proper Name 
than fil; ial Fear, 


| r . 

From the Queen of England to the a 

St. Germain, Dec. 1, 1689. 
INCE you treat me with Ceremony, in mak- 
ing Excuſes for not having fully anſwered 
my Letter, it is juſt, Madam, that I could 
make you as many, and rather 1 AG I conjure 
you not to forget to give me an Account of 
your Health by my Courier, without taking the 
Trouble to write to me; for I am more afraid 
of your Trouble, than wiſhing for my own 
Gratification, You know my Heart ; it will ever 


be the fame ; my Friendſhip for you can neither 


decreaſe 
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decreaſe nor incręaſe. I pray to God, fur your 
Sake, that he would make you a great Saint; 
and for my on a —_ it e not . 
. 2050 7 10 noits32U SO * 


> E T * E R CLXXII. 
Bron the Prince of Cotide to the _— 15 
JOU are fo good- natured, Madam, and you 
take ſo much Delight ! in doing Good, that 


Ldare beg the Favour of you to tell the King 
how much I am affected with all his Kindnclts, : 


7 cannot find Terms to expreſs all my Grate 
tude. Difplay my Sentiments to his Majeſty ; 1 
implore, Madam, the Aſſiſtance of your Genius. 
3 As you wil ſec; me no where but at Marli, I 
| 3 dare not in any other Place appears at t your Gate, 


LETTER CLXXII. 


From the King to the fame. 
f Ir you will take an Airing with me at Fo; our 
4 1 o'Clock, you may come to the Apollo, where 
Ĩ wall meet you with a Chaife : Let me know 
your Pleaſure in Anſwer to this Billet, that I 
may conform tolk -- ; 
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"CETIER CLXXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


A DVICES from Flanders are very favourable : 
We may go to Sr. Cyr to return God 
Thanks for the ſame, if you approve of it. Tell 


Madam de Monteſpan that the King of England 


is highly pleaſed with M. de Lauſun. The Dau- 


phin writes to me, that he pines. away thro' Im- 


patience and Heavineſs: He complains a little 
of the flegmatic Femper of M. de Lerges ;' he 
would have more Fire and leſs Prudence: 'But 
young Men muſt not be left to themſelves. 


19 
From the Elector of Cologn to the ſame. 


I HOPE, Madam, you will be my Protectrix, 
that I may be able to clear myſelf with the 
King, and wipe off the ill Impreſſions that have 


been given him of my Conduct: I dare make 


you this moſt humble Requeſt, and I remain 
with equal Confidence and reſpectful Veneration, 


your moſt ſubmiſſive Servant and F riend. 


LETTER n 


From the Abbe Gobelin. 
Verſailles, 1690. 
AM- very well pleaſed with the Behaviour of 
our Siſters of St. Cyr : But the Repreſenta- 
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( x33 ) 
tions of the Play of Z/ther hinder me from viſit- 


ing them ſo often as I would: I can no longer 


bear the Fatigue of it, and am refolved, with- 
out ſaying it openly, that it ſhall no more be 
acted for the Public. I will give out, that our 


Actreſſes are ſick; and they ſhall for the future 


act only for the King, when he comes. I be- 
ſeech you not to ſtand in awe of me, not to ſeek 


to pleaſe me, nor give into my Sentiments thro? 


Complaiſance, but to conſult candidly with Men 
of Knowledge and Integrity, whether it is not 
a Maxim too ſevere and dangerous for Youth, 
that they muſt never take any Pleaſure :' For my 
Part, I think we ſhould make them hope for 
Pleaſure, promiſe them a great deal of it, give 
them but a little, and by all Means perſuade 
them that there are innocent Amuſements. 
LETTER CLXXVI. 
From the King to Madam de Maintenon. 
I SHALL go to Complin at St. Cyr, if you think 
fit: We ſhall return from thence leiſurely, 
to take the Air. Vou may engage the Princeſs 
of Conti to be of the Party: However, let her 


not come, nor you neither, if it be inconve- 
nient. Be pleaſed to ſend me an Anſwer in 


Four own Hand, or by Madam de Mornay. 
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| E TIN. CLXXVIII. 
To Madam de S. G——. | 


Perſailles, April 15, 1691. 
OD gives a Blefling to the King's Arms ; 
Mont is taken, Nice has ſurrender'd; the 
King will ſoon be here: Vauban and Boner, 


are Partners in his Triumphs: They made ad- 


mirable Diſpoſitions; nay, they did more; they 
hindered the Mouſquetaires from ruſhing upon 
certain Death. Courtenay withed to die under 


the King's Eye ; ; he is dead, Conſole yourlelf, 


my deareſt, for the Loſs of M. de Villermont: 
The King has very much regretted. him, and 


Madam de Villermont will find that this Regret is 
not barren, From [tal ly they write me Wonders 


of Z- 


; he is very much in favour with M. 


de Corner; write to him, that you anſwer for 


him to me: I greatly apprehend that he has 
taken a Flight which he will not be able to fu- 
ſtain, and that the King may have Occaſion to 
reproach me with having ſupported a Gameſter, 
and preſented him as a Man of Merit, becauſe 
he is a Relation of mine. Adieu, my deareſt. 
I have juſt now received another Viſit from the 
Abbe de Fenelon : He is a Man of fine Senſe, and 
I am told he is fill more remarkable for. Bis 
Piety; which 1 am much delighted Wit. 
LETTER 
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1E TER CLIXxIx © 
T 0 Madam de Bainon. 13 


Cbanti Ih, March 28, 1692. 

0U aro in the right to diſpoſe every thing 
for our Siſter ** Lallie's taking the Habit; 

but how can you be uncertain of the Day? Is 
not it fixed with the Perſon that performs the 
Ceremony? For my Part, I ſhall be equally . 
ready Thurſday or Friday. M. Racine, who has 
a Mind to weep, would rather have it on Friday,. 
which, however, need not oblige you to alter 
your Meaſures: Only give me Notice as ſoon 
as poſſible. I don't write to Madam d ia, 
Maiſon- -fart : What could Lwrite to ber that 
ſhe does not know better than myſelf? ? Would 
to God that ſhe knew nothing but Jeſus Chriſt 
crucified, that ſhe could forget all other Things, 
and give herſelf up to God and to us with that . 
ſincere and tender Heart ſhe once had, and even 
with all ber former Imperfections, which I liked 


much better than thoſe ſhe has acquired by De- 


* This Letter has already appeared i in the Suppls⸗ 
ment to the Letters of John Racine, publiſhed by the 
Inhexitor of his Name and Talents. 

+ Slie_ Was the firſt Superior of che Houſe ol 
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** She had acted the Part of Abaſclerus in E Am 
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votion! 
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votion | The good Teſtimonies you give me of 
the Community greatly rejoice me: Exult at 
being beloved and, reſpected for God's Sake; 


and renounce that Self-love which is apt to make 


thoſe Sentiments center in ourſelyes. When! 
ſee our dear Girls acting in the Spirit of Faith, I 
have great Hopes that they will eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves on a ſolid Foundation. May Cod blels 
them more and more, that they may by thcir 
Care and Watchfulneſs increaſe his Kingdom. 
I ſhall not ſend you this Day your Conſtitutions: 


Meſſ. Racine and Defpreaux are reading them, 
admiring them, and correcting ſome Faults in 
the Style. You receive my Counſels as, if they 
came from an Angel. God grant I may give 
them to you as perfectly as you receive them! 


LET TAR 93 
From Nd. de Fieſque to Madam de Maintenon, 


June 1 8 
HAVE the Honour, Madam, to write to you 
in haſte, to beſeech you to conjure” the 
King to behave here as a General, and not as 4 
Soldier. Yeſterday, had it not been for a Ga- 
bion, a Bullet would have bereft us of him. The 
Shot rebounded on the Count de Toulonze, who 


came off with a Bruize that need not alarm 
Madam de Monteſpan The King aſked him 


whether 


7 whether he was wounded ; and the young Prince 
7 anſwered, ſmiling, I think a Ball has grazed 
upon me. This was anſwering” Baur bon like. 
I ſhould never have done, Madam, were I to ſet 
down the Names of all that were wounded or 
killed near or by the King's Side. In God's 
Name, Madam, let him leave us the Danger, 
and content himſelf with the Glory. 


LETTER CLXXXI. 
From the Abbe Gobelin to the ſame. 
Paris, March 18, 1692. | 


Madam 
HERE never was any Sorrow more lawful 


than your's: The Eyes of all Paris are upon 
you, and are the more edifled, as they are per- 
ſuaded that it depended entirely on you to be 
exempt from it; ſo that it is not looked upon 
as the Effect of an effeminate and purely natu- 
ral Tenderneſs, but as the Reſult of a Soul libe- 
rally endowed with Courage and Reaſon. Would 
to God that I were worthy of mingling my 
Tears wizh thoſe that trickle down your Cheecks, 
and joining my poor Prayers to the Vows you 
make at the Feet of the Altars for the Conſer- 
vation of the firſt and greateſt King on Earth! 
But how wonderful art thou, O God, in the 
Manner in which it pleaſeth thee to make thine 
Elect 
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Elect ſuffer! Thou doſt not afflict en like 


other Men, by the 'Lofs of Goods, nor by the 


Strokes of Calumny: Thou doſt ſanctify them 
by their on Ways, and makeſt their Joy and: 
Love the Cauſe of their Deſolation and Afflic- 


tions: Which makes me tell you, Madam» 
that there is nothing in the Scripture that ſuits - 


your Caſe better than theſe Words of Job, ow 
extraordinary and wonderful; O Lord, is the Man- 
ner in ꝛohich "thou tormente/t me In Effect, what 


is this Abſence which you bemoan, but the 
moſt glorious Expedition that any Monarch 


ever undertook, which terrifies all Europe, and 
not only makes the Prince of Orange, the Mar- 
queſs of Brandenbun gb, the Duke of Bavaria 
turn pale, but even the King of Spain and the 


Emperor. Did the Sun ever behold any thing 
ſo daring as this Siege, whilſt potent Enemies 


conſpire through mean Jealouſy againſt a Do- 
mination which by a truly Chriſtian Modera- 


tion tends only to their Peace aud Repoſe ? In 


fine, to ſum up all, what is this Expedition, 


but a friendly Plank offered to the Flemmings, | 
to ſave them. from the Storm in which they are. 
ready to periſh ? And how, exceſſive would be 
our Joy to ſee Louis the Great, not only; King. 
of France and Navarre, but alſo-Duke of Bra- : 
bart and E acl of Flanders 2 Let this Thought 
then, 


( 189 ) 
chen, which is no poetical Flight, but the Opi- 
nion of the maſt. ſenſible Politicians, alleviate 
your juſt Grief! Let ĩt animate your Piety, and 
diſpel the Fears you may have for the ſacred 
Perſon, of a Prince, who does not carry witk 
him Cæſar and his Fortune, but the Juſtice of 
his Arms and the powerful Intereſts of the Ca- 
tholic Religion. Pray and fait, Madam, give 
Alms, and go to the Communion: Tis thus 
that the. Clatilda' s, the Batilda's the Blanche's of 


; Gaftite, behaved on ſimilar. Occaſions 3 and tis 
all that the Station, in which Providence mh 


1 you, . from . 


L E r TER CLXXXII. 


gag To Mr. &Aubigns. - \ to 2420p 


March 15, 1692. 


JT i is with great Concern I have heard of UE 
Illneſs; for even your ſlighteſt Ailments 


make me tremble, when I think of the State of | 
your, Soul : Is it poſſible that your Heart is ill 


diſpoſed only towards God, to whom you are 


indebted for ſo many good Qualities, which 


will be uſeleſs to you, if you don't employ them 
for his Sake ? You are good-natured, humane, 
generous, honeſt, affable, liberal to the Poor, 
and all this without Devotion. Viſit Meff. 


TIO. and Briſacter, or ſome other pious 


Man: 


nnn 
COTE TY 
F 


ol 1 
W 


619% 

Man : I mention theſe to you, becauſe I eſteem 
them: Were they ſatisfied with your Conduct, 
my Mind would be at Reſt. Shall I ſee all the 
World but you converted Make ſerious Re- 
flections on ſo important à Point, and pardon 
my Importunities in Conſideration of my Friend- 
ſhip : If it be true, as ſome would perſuade me, 
that the Preſident Bignon does yet remember our 5 kn 
former Acquaintance, I defire you would allure WW Co 
him, that I have retained for him all the Eſteem 
he deſerves,' and a grateful Senſe of the Kind- 
neſs he formerly had for me. Recommend to 
him the Concern ofthe Duke de Richelieu: Tis 
demanding of him Juſtice; in vain would it be to 
aſk him for any thing elſe. Adieu ; you don't 
anſwer the Letters I ſend you: Few treat me 
in the ſame Manner : It muſt be forgiven you, 
on Account of its being fo rare a Caſe. 


LET PEN CLEXXXII. m. 
From Cardinal * Ottoboni to Madam 
de Maintenon. 


Aft illuſtrious and moſt exceilent Lach, San 
. Merit equal to the Quality which ©: 
our Lord acknowledges in your. Excel- b 21 
lency, obliges him on this Occaſion to give you 5 Fe 
2 


* This Cardinal was afterwards Pope Alexander 
qa VIII. He got a Cardinal's Hat without being at 
N. PER OY | any | 
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a Teſtimony of his Affection: Thereſore his 
Holineſs, in ſending Monſignor Trevi/ani to the 
Court of France, charges him to wait upon your 
Excellency in his Name, and to deliver you a 
Brief from him. Monſignor Trevi/ani will alſo 
acquaint your Excellency with my particular 
Attachment to you. I hope you will let me 
know how far you are perſuaded of it, by the 
Commands with which you will honour me. I 
kiſs the Hands of your Excellency, whoſe moſt 
humble and moſt obedient Servant I am. 


LETTER CLXXXIV. 
From the Dauphin to the ſame. 


1 Entreat you to believe me the beſt of your 


Friends: Your Letter has given me ſo much 
Pleaſure, in acquainting me with the Friendſhip 
the King has for me, and that he is ſatisfied with 
my Behaviour, that I eannot forbear writing you 
a Letter of Thanks for the Information. I 
ature you that I account you the beſt Friend I 


ny Expence for it: He perſuaded the famous Donna 


| O/zmpia, the Sovereign Diſpenſer of Favours, that 


he would give her a magnificent Beaufet of Plate and 
2 very fine Pearl Necklace, which he ſhewed her: A 
Fortnight after there was a Promotion of Cardinals, in 
which Oztobexi was included; upon which he imme- 


diately returned the Necklace and the Plate to the. 


Tradeſman that had lent them to him BE? 


T can 
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can have; and you will oblige me, in caſe ] do 
any thing diſpleaſing to the King, to ſend me 
Notice of it frankly, that I may endeavour tg 
do better. 


„  LETTSR-CLXAXXV., 
From the Abbe de Fenelon to the ſame. 


FEAL for the King's Salvation muſt not carry 
you beyond the Bounds which Providence 
ſeems to have marked out for you : The Mo- 
ments, which God alone' can know, muſt be 
watched : The right Way to prepare the King 
for the Reception of God's Grace, is not to 
tire him with Exhortations, but to edify him, 
to ſteal inſenſibly into his Heart by a mild and 
patient Demeanor. Your Application to touch 
his Heart, to open his Eyes, to preſerve him 
from certain Snaręs, to give him Counſels of 
Peace and Moderation, to exite him to eaſe his 
People, and love the-Church, and your Zeal to 
provide it with good Paſtors, requires a great 
deal of Circumſpection and much Prudence, 
You are the Centinel of God in the midſt of 
Ifrael. Love the King; be obedient to him, as 
Sarah was to Abraham. Reſpect him from the 


The Abbe dr Fenelon was the Director of Madam 
de Maintenon, and ſucceeded the Abbe Gobelin, as 
the Biſhop of Charvres ſucceeded M. de Fenelon. 
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Bottom of your Heart; look upon him as your 
Lord in the Order of God. It i is true, Madam, 
that your Station is a Rigdle; but tis God has 
made it ſo: You did not with for i it/ſo; you did 
not chuſe it, nor even imagine it: : *'Tis God's 

Work. He conceals his Secrets from you, and 
alſo hides ſome from the Public, which would 
ſurprize the World, if you revealed them as 
you do to me. *Tis the Myſtery. of God: It 
was his Will that you ſhould riſe to Grandeur, 
in order to ſanctify thoſe that are born in Gran- 
deur. - You hold the Place of a Queen, and 
yet have no more Liberty nor Authority than 

the Wife of Tradeſman. | 


LETTER CLXXXVI. 
To Madam de 8. G——. 


Verſailles, April 14, 1694. 
de Woailles has promiſed me a- glorious 
Campaign: He writes to me, that he will 


overcome the King's Enemies aud his own. 
As he has always kept his Word with me, I 
depend much upon this double Victory. M. 
de Luxembourg knows not what it is to fly; he 
has got a Habit of winning Battles, and takes 
Fowns as it were by way of Amuſement, Joy 
eſe and de Lorges are brave, and have Talents 
too as ſome ſay. 


I think the King has no 
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 ewn to you that I am not ſorry for it. 
Glory could he acquire in beating the Prince of 
Orange, who is ſo accuſtomed to Defeats ? _ 


_— — 0 


liſh this Perfection. 
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great Eſteem. for the Prince of Baden, and hig 
Mainly is a good Judge: So that I am more 


| tranquil, than you imagine. It i is true that I ar- 


dently wiſh, for Peace; but they little know mes 
who imagine I prefer it to the King's Glory. 
It is not tha: I hinder him from going to Han- 
ders I would with Pleaſure follow him thither. 
A Reflection of Madam du Lude, which I did 


not give into, has broke off that Deſign; and I 
What 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 
To the ſame. 


| May 12. 

1 HAVE had two Months in my Hands a Copy 
of an Expoſition on Solomon's Song : Some Paf- 
ſages in it are obſcure, ſome edifying, and there 
are others which I can by no Means approve of. 
The Abbe de Fenelon has told me, that the hrt 
Metbod contained the Myſteries of the ſublimeſt 
Devotion, ſetting aſide a few trifling Expreſſions 
that are to be found in the Writings of the my- 
ſtical Divines. I read a Scrap of it to the King, 
who told me it was all an idle Dream. Ile has 
not yet made a ſufficient Progreſs in Piety to re- 


1 have earneſtiy deſired 
Madam 
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Zeal and Virtue the whole World is acquainted 
wich: I have no Connections with any Perſons 
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Madam de Brinon not to put theſe Books into 


the Hands of our Siſters.” Such ſpiritual F ood | 4 
is too ſtrong for them: They mult have 4 Diet | 
ſuitable"to their Years. Nevertheleſs, Madam 
Guinon edifies them. I have entreated her to 
leave off viſiting them, but I could not refuſe to 
let them read the Letters of a Woman of ſuch 
Piety and good Morals. The Archbiſhop of 
Paris ſeems mightily exaſperated againſt her; 
yet he owns, that her Errors are more din- 
gerous in their Conſequences than in the Prin- 
ciples, and that there is more to be feared than 
cenſured in them. Let us pray to God to teach 
his Ways to thoſe whom he Ray 2 to guide 
us to him. 


LETTER CLXXXVIIL _ 
From Madam Guinon to Madam de Main- 
tenon. | 4 

Paris . 

Aalen , June 72 1694. 
JERMIT me to throw myſelf at your Feet, 
and commit my Salvation and my Honour 
to your Care. For theſe eighteen Years paſt the 

Love of God has been my conſtant Study and 

Occupation. I frequent none but pious People: 
FE ſpeak, I write to none but my Friends, whoſe 


K. A ſuſpicious 
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falpicious to the Church or to the State. Never- 


theleſs, I am overwhelmed with Calumnies from 
all Quarters 3/ they vent their Spleen, and Rage 
againſt me, they placken my Morals, and throw 
Suſpicions on my Conduct both paſt and pre- 
ſent: They. ſay I am a Rebel to the Chufch, 
that I want to ſet up a Religion of my own 
broaching, that I think myſelf more enlightened 


than the Sorlonne; I, who know'nothing but 


Jeſus Chriſt crucified. M. Bogſuet k Ho how 
obedient I am to my Directors: He his told me 
I am harmlefs as a Dove, and offered me a Cer- 
tificate of my being at preſent a good Catholic; 
He has interdicted me the Sacraments; I have 


abſtained theſe three Months from the Bread of 


Heaven, and though my Soul is | racked with 
Affliction, I murmur not againſt that Deciſion. 
My Life bas hitherto been irreproachable, and 
vet I am accuſed of ſcandalous Vices. I beſeech 


vou, Madam, by that pure Love which God 


ſhewed to Men in dying for them, I beſcech you 
to deſire the King to appoint Commiſſaries to makè 
an Inquiry extraordinary into my Life and Man- 
ners; that being purged and cleared of che atrocious 
Crimes laid to my Charge, the Examination of 
my Doctrine may afterwards be taken in Hand 
with leſs Partiality. Will you not ſcreen me 
| HIS from 
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from the Injuſtice of Mankind, you, Madam, : 


* 4 Tf 


who know the Depth of their Malice' ſe 


"LETTER crxxxre, 
From the ſame to the ſame. | 


Madam, 
HILST I was * accuſed of pray ing, and 
teaching others how to pray, I was con- 
tented to remain in Obſcurity. I apprebended, 


that as I neither ſpoke nor wrote to any y body, I 
ſhould, give Satisfaction to all the vw: orld, ap- 


peaſe my Enemies, moderate the Zeal of ger⸗ 
tain Perſons of Frobity, whole. Uneaſineſs pro- 
ceeded only from the Biaſs which Calumny had 
made them take: But now I hear that 1 am ac- 
cuſed of Things in which Honour is concerned, 
and that they talk of Crimes. I think my Duty 
to the Church, to my Family, and to my tel, 
calls upon me 0 bring the Lruth to light. I 
therefore demand of you, Madam, a Piece of 
Juitice which has never been refuſed to any 
body, even in the moſt barbarous Nations, nor 
to the greateſt Criminals; and that is to bring 
me to a Trial, to get Commil:zries appointed, 
half of the Laiety and half of the Clergy, all of 


known, Probity, and free from Prejudice; for 


Probity alone..is. not ſufficient in an Affair con- 


cerning which Abundance of People have been 


K 3 prejudiced 
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prejudiced by Calumny. If you obtain me this 
Favour, and I conjure you, Madam, by the 
Wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, to obtain it, I will re- 
pair to any Priſon that you or the King may 
pleaſe to appoint, and will take With me only a 
Girl that has attended me theſe fourteen Y ears. If 
God makes the Truth manifeſt, you may ſee 
that I am not altogether unworthy of the Kind- 
neſs with which you formerly honoured me : 
And if it ſhould be God's Will to ſuffer me to 
be cruſhed by the Efforts of Calumny, I ſhall 
adore his Juſtice, and very cordially ſubmit to 
it, begging of him the Puniſhment which thoſe 
Crimes deferve. 


LET N CONC. 
From Madam de Maintenon ,to the Duke 
de Chevreuſe. 

OU may tell Madam G::ur that I have 
again ſpoke to the King, and that he 
greatly approved of a new Examination of her 
Writings : For this Purpoſe Perſons of great 
Virtue and Learning will be employed; and of 
this you may aſſure her, I very ſincerely with 
that her Tenets may not 10 bund erroneous, 
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true ſhe is unfortunate. 
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4 LET T Re 107.7 

Jo the Duke de Beauvilliers. 10 U 
IR gave any Ctedit to the Reports 
; W ſpread | about the Morals of Madam Guion ; 


I chink them very good and very pure ; but her 
Doctrine is bad, at leaſt in the Conſequences 


that may be drawn from it. In juſtifying. her 
Morals, it is to be feared her Opinions may be 
propagated, and that ſuch Perſons as are already 
ſeduced, may think them thereby authorized. 
It is better once for all to canvaſs thoroughly 
what relates to her Doctrine; after which all 
the reſt will fall of itſelf. I will ſtrenuolly 


labour to compaſs this. 


"LET FTF N 
20 Madam de S. G. 
NOTHER Letter from Madam Gin 1 


That Woman is very troubleſome. It is 
She now defires me 
to get the Biſhop of Chalons and the Rector of 
St. Sulpitius joined in Commiſſion with the Bi- 
ſhop of Acoux, in order to judge definitively 
the Points on which her Faith is ſuſpected. She 
promiſes me a blind Obewtence, I know not 


Whether the King may be willing to give this 


farther Mortification to the Archbiſhop of Paris; 
for, 


RR 
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for, in ſhort, as this Heriſy has been broached 
in his Dioceſe, it belongs to him firſt to paſs 
Sentence on it; and you may depend upon it, 
he will ftiekle for his Prerogatives. Fenelon is 
too pious not to believe that a Man may love 
_ God purely for his Sake, and has too much 
Senſe to think that a Man immerſed in the 
moſt ſhameful Vices can love him: He has 
proteſted to me, that he intermeddles in this 
Affair with, no other View, than that the 
Sentiments of truly devout Souls may not be 
condemned through Inattention. He is no Ad- 
vocate for Madam Guion, though he is her 
Friend : He is the Defender of Piety and Chriſt- 
jan Perfection. I rely on his Word, becauſe 
I have met with few Men ſo ſincere. 


LETTER CXCIIT. 


From Cordinal Gualterio 10 Madam de 
Maintenon. 
Ju 14, 1695. 

RE I capable of obeying you, Madam, 

I ſhould look upon your Commands as 

the moſt glorious Fortune that could happen ts 
me. I beg you would be pleaſed to honour me 
with your Orders at all Times, in all Places, 
and upon al! Occaſions, without any. Reſerve, 
and with all the abſolute Authority which you 


ought to be perſuaded you have over e 
LIE 


(2010 


LETTER cxciv. 108 
7% Madam de S. — {live of 


Perſailles,” March 12, 1695. ; 
I VERY: body is fick ; the King has the 
= Tertain Ague, Father /a Chaiſz a violent 
Cold, the Duke of Burgundy the Megrim, and 
Madam % ZLude and I are in the Vapours; In 
115 'tis a "melancholy Sight. Madam Aang 
alone heroically” bears up able the Change of 
thi Seaſon.” * We are very melancholy Fee the 
Abſence of Mademoiſelle 4 Aumate - 1 greatly 
long to ſee that Retreat at St, Or finiſhed. We 
are OHNE, Peace before the End of this Year. 
The King will labour at it, by continuing to 
beat the Allies; eſpecially by drawing off the 
Duke of Savey from the Confederacy. Ma- 
dam de MAonteſpan is parting with all her Jewels; : 
ſhe herſelf has been ſurprized at the Number and 
the Value of them. My Girls are no Reſourge 
to me againſt Melancholy. From Morning till 
Night J am taken up with deciding their Diffe- 
rences and preventing Diſcord : I had rather 
have an Empire to govern: I have reſolved to 
ſend back little , Chaumont to her Parents in as 
polite a Manner is poſſible: If you don't approve 
of it, tell me your Mind ingenuouſly ; but 1 


think it muſt be done for the Sake of Good Or. 
1 i der. 
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der. Tam afraid of taking up Things too ſharp- 
ly, and I am almoſt as much apprchenſive of 
being taxed With relenting unſcafonably. I 
am old; 2 5 may be prequdiced; and at my Age 
it is 9 too common to behave like one of 1C 
laſt Century. I have raiſed myſelf above the 


Tattle of this Place; but I have not the ſame 


Fortitude in regard to the Judgments palled on 
my Actions where you live. 


liv 0, ET TDR Cxcv. 


Fron Cardinal Janſon io Madam de Main- 
tenon. 
Rome, May 1 5, 1696: 

7 HAVE received, Madam, with due Reſpect, 

the Letter which you have done me the Ho- 
nour to write to me, along with that for the 
Pope, which I delivered to him, and with which 
he was a good deal affected: He has.expreſled 
to me an infinite Eſteem for your Perfon and 
your Virtue. I afxed him Indulgences for the 
Ladies of St. Cyr, after I had given him a par- 
ticular Account of all the Rules and Practices of 


that Houſe, which have edified him. He has 


ordered Cardinal Albano, Secretary of the Briefs, 
to get Indulgences difpatched in the moft ample 
Forms, as well for the Nuns as for the young 
"Ladies educated there, and even for thoſe who 


ſhall viſit their Church once in a Vea. 
. 


o 


62030) 

LETTER XVI. 70h 
2 Madam de S. G. 

W oy  Maintenon, Huge jt TH 100 
10 ae not © furprized at the diffèrent Opiniohs 
Loncerfſing the Paſtoral Inſtruction of the 
Archbiſhop of Paris. This firſt Step of his was 
difficult, and all impartial Perſons, that have 
read it, agree that he has acquitted himſelf of it 
with a great deal of Prudence. Certainly the 


— 


King wilt begſakisfied with it.” The Jeſuits will 


not forgiye his raiſing himſelf to the See of Paris 
without their Participation: If they vex me, I 
will entreat the Pope to make him a Cardinal. 


Phe firſt Church of the Kingdom wanted a 


Prelate of unſpotted Morals, of a moderate, 
gentle and ſimple Character, of a rationa] and 
ſolid Piety: The K. ing thought he perceived all 
theſe Qualities in M. de NVygilles: He conſulted 
with himſelf, he adviſed with Men of Probity, 
he conſulted God; and nothing is more true, 


than that had he known an, honeſter. Man in 


Frauce, he would have made him Paſtor of his 
Capital. Would to God that theſe Quarrels 
about Religion were as ncar their Concluſion as 
the War that divides the Princes of Europe! 
Peace is made with the Duke of Savoy; and the 


ing is diſpoſed. to give Peace to the reſt, of £u- 


ä The Princeſs Adelaide is to be the K not of 
chis 
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: this Treaty. The Emperor wanted her for the 


King of the Romans ; ; but the Duke of Burgundy 
has carried her againſt his Rival. This Princeſs 
is very amiable, but ſhe is very: young: We 
ſhall be obliged to. educate her, which is more 
plague and trouble for us. I envy your Solitude 
and your Tranquility, nd am no longer ſur- 


prized that Queen Chriſtina deſcended from the 
Throne, that the might live with more Freedom. 


LETTER CXVVII. 
To the Ducheſs" of Savoy. 

HIS: is ſuch a Letter as little ſuits the Re- 
ſpect I owe your Royal:Highneſs ; but 1 
believe you will pardon it on Account of qur - 
cciive Joy for the Treaſure we receive. she 
need not open her Mouth to ſhew us her Wit; 
her Way of liſtening, and all the Emotions of 
her Countenance, ſufficiently ſhew that nothing 
eſcapes her Notice. Your Royal Highneſs will 
ſcarcely believe, though we can aver it to you, 


how much the King is delighted with her: He 


told me yeſterday, that he conſtrained himſelf, 


Je his Joy ſhould appear exceſſive. The Prin- 


ceſs is polite to a Degree that does not let her 
fay any ching diſagreeable: Yeſterday I wanted 
to decline ber Careſſes, and put her uff by tel - 
nat her 1 was too od; but ſhe anſwerad me, 
14 oh! 


* 
hd 


oh not ſo old When the King left the Room, 
ſhe ran to embrace me: She then made me fit 
down, after obſerving my Difficulty in ſtanding, 
and placing herſelf with a flattering Air almoſt 
on my Knees, ſhe faid to me, Mamma has 
charged me to give you a thouſand Demon- 
© ftrations of her Friendſhip, and to beg your 
* Friendſhip for myſelf: Pray, inſtruct me well 
in every Thing whereby I may pleaſe the King. 
Theſe are her Works Madam; but the gay, 
the ſweet, the graceſul Air with which they 
were uttered, is not to be expreſſed in a Letter. 
LETTER CxcviII. 
To Madam de F — | 
LL Things are carried to deplorable Extre- 
mities The King is much concerned at 
what he knows, but he knows not the Whole. 
Thofe who impute all theſe Misfortunes to me, 
greatly wrong me: Were it true that I med- 
dled in every thing, they ought ſurely ſometimes 
to aſcribe good Counſels to me. I have been in 
high Favour theſe ten Fears; I have not yet 
done Harm to any one; I have made a great 
Number of Malecontents; I never committed 
either Wickedneſs or Injuſtice. The King has 
often reflected on me for my Moderation; which 
is much better than upbraiding me for my Im- 
portunity. "With * that Inſenſibility which I 
thought 
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thought L had for the Things ef this Ww er, 4nd 


eſpecially for the Reflections of Libertines I 
now find I have made no greater Progreſs than 
when I began to reftrain and overcome my Hu- 
mours and Paton 1 — gives me à vaſt 


deal of Vexation ; he ſets me at Defiance; leans 


upon the Duke de Vendame, and will not forgive 
me for having diſcovered that he deceived: me. 


LETTERS R. 
To the ſame. 
BEG you would charge M. Lallemant to exa- 
mine carefully M. * ge T:llemont's Papers * 
That Hiſtory muſt be among, them. The _ 
which I have in my Hands comes from him 5-1 
miſs three Quires of it; I think it is the eighth 


and the two laſt, Don- t tell M. Lalltmant that 


this Search concerns me: It might make him 
ſuſpect ſomething. Every thing is taken for 
Party Spirit by certain Folks. I have ſeen the 
Abbe de * Choify, and found him fo rational, 
that when I compare him with what he was.for- 
merly, I feel a Pleaſure in ſeeing him. But, 
* Sebaſtianle Nain de Tillemont, born at Paris in 
1637, the Diſciple of Nico/e, Author of an Becle- 
fiaſtical Hiſtory.; died in 1698. 


* Francis de Choify, born at Rouen in 1644; - Put 
with-apublick Character to'S/am 3 Author © divers 


Works, the beſt of rwhich is his Memolrs, He die 


In 1719. 
a | | FR 


der 


SET NTT VS [IE ö 3 
” ws YES 5 PR 


627) 
dear Child, e performs men other won- 
ders. 17190 11 


"LETTER cc. 
To the ſame. 


1 KNOW every thing that is father'd on the 
Duke de Maine. They cannot ſucceed in 
their Deſign to ſet us at Variance: He offered 
to give me the cleareſt Proofs, and I have de- 
clined them. If he is guilty, it is in ſuch a tri- 
fle, that I ſhould be to blame to take Offence at 
it. 'Tis a Sentiment of - filial Love, and how 
can J condemn it, I that have done all that 1 
could to make him love his Mother more than 
me, without having been able to compaſs it? I 
doubt not but Madam de Monteſpan would have 
been extremely glad of a fignal Rupture, I will 
never give her that Pleaſure. 


* 


LET ER CEE 
To the ſame. 


UR Advices from Poland are fo agreeables 
that J could not refuſe the Princeſs of Conti 
what ſhe has fo long wiſhed for. The Abbe * 


de Polignac gives to that whole Family an Air 
Parc + « 
7 TY EI de Polignac,” Cardinal, born at Velay 
m, 166; a Pattern for Negotiators: a good Latin 
Poets died in 1741. n 
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of Grandeur which is not Wr The 
Prince williſet out T'o-morrow; tis a little late, 


but the Misfortune is irreparable. Madam de 
Simiane follows her Caprices, and you know 


what ſhe is. I have left her to take her own 
Courſe. I have always repented my endeavour- 
ing to direct Women: Men are more tractable 
and docible. | 1 


LETTER Cel. 
I the. ſame. 


* Wiſhes and Prayers are at laſt heard; 

"nay, I never had any Pleaſure equal to that 
which 1 now feel. . I congratulate you on. your 
Triumph : Your Joy is mine; I feel it entirely. 
This Competitorſhip alarm'd me: All Things 
changed in a Moment. Let us aſcribe the 
Whole to him who diſpenſes Proſperity and Ac- 
verſity as he pleaſes. This is the Burden of my 


Song; and when you come to my Years, you 


will find how pleaſant it is to refer to Prov dence 
all the Glory of fortunate Events, 
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e 3 12d 3tol avan 
N bx T te G00 Lam indebted to you for all 
the Favours I receive from the King: Suf- 

fer me to expreſs my Gratitude for them. The 
Idleneſs, orf of which you have drawn me, did 
not well ſuit the Paſſion I have had from my 
Youth up for his Majeſty's Service. If I have 
any Succeſs arid reap any Glory, I ſhall be'ybytr 
Debtor on theſe Scores, and whether fortunate 
or nn 1 a ever be, Se. 9 


| 
* 


LETTER SCI. wi) 
Jo Madam de S. G 


Verſailles, May 25, 1697. 
HE taking of Barcelona, Ath and Cartha- 
gena, gives the King an Opportunity to 
convince the Allies of his ſincere Inclination to 
Peace: He may facilitate the Conclufion of it, 
by not inſiſting on the Conditions which his 
Victories and Conqueſts ſeem to authorize, with- 
out derogating from his Glory: He may even 
wait the Term which he has fixed for their Ac- 


* 5 Joſeph, Duke of V. endeme, General of the 
Gallies of France in 1694, died in 1712. 
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eeptance of thoſe Conditions. All the Reflitu- 
tions offered by the King have occaſioned warm 
Debates here: They are tired of the War, and 
yet think it a little ſhameful to reſtoręe what has 
colt ſo much Toil and Blood. For my Part, I 
think it is glorious to reſtore what has been 
taken, provided we be not conſtrained to do it 
by a ſuperior Force: Such a Step cannot but be 
looked upon as an * of the a Genero- 

ſity. 


LETTER LEY. 
To the ſame... . 


» 74404 ME is very well ſatisfied : The 
King has promiſed her to oblige the Elec- 


tor Palatine to give her every Year three hun- 
dred thouſand Livres, until her Affair be de- 
cided by Arbitrators. We fhall not abandon 
Cardinal F:rftemberg, though his Conduct has 
given but little Satisfaction: He has wrote me 
very preifing Letters, and they have made an 
Impreſſion on the King. In fine, we begin to 
breathe, and from henceforth we ſhall have no- 
thing to mind but our Salvation. I daily thank 
God for the pacific Sentiments with which be 
has inſpired the King: Lis a great Bleſſing to 
him and to his People: You know:how:lmuch 


* 'The Ducheſs Dowager of Oha. 


bg 


( 2x2 
he was averſe to it formerly. Devotion makes 
the Heart relent at the Miſeries of Mankind, 


and m the Mind elcar Ideas of true Ga | 


"LETTER CCVI. 
To tbe ſame. 


Verſailles, Dec. 1o. 
HEY are under a Miſtake : A Taſte for 
Pleaſures 3s | extinguiſhed in the King's 
Heart: Age and Devotion have taught him to 
make ſerious Reſlections on the Vanity and Emp- 
tineſs of every thing he was formerly fond of; 
and he daily makes ſome Progreſs in the Ways 


of God: It is not without Reluctance that he 


aſſiſts at the Theatres and Feſtivities, and he be- 
moans with me the Neceſſity which his Dignity 
lays him under to partake of Diverſions for 
which he has no longer any Reliſh. The Prin- 
ceſs of Savoy grows every Day more charming: 
The Duke of Burgundy doats upon her. It has 
been ordered that he ſhall viſit her only on the 
Footing of a Miſtreſs : She ſhed Tears at the 
News, and ſaud, what! am I not his Wife ? 
She afterveards laughed at it, and promiſed me 
co lie always cruel to him, till the King ſhould 


command her to uſe him otherwiſe. This Child 
makes us ſpend many an Hour pleaſantly : The 


Ducheſs, of Savoy has well tutor'd her the King 


has. 
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has no Reſolution to deny her any thing ; the 
Ladies that attend her are loaded with Preſents. 


| There is nothing but Rejoicings to be ſeen here: 


As foon as the Feftivities are over we ſhall be 
more tranquil, but not leſs gay, My Letters 
alſo: ſhall be longer; but my Affection for 
you cannot encreaſe. 


LETTER CCVIL. 


From Cardinal Aquaviva to Madem de 
| Maintenon. 


108 illuſtrious and moſt excellent Lady, 
how carneſt ſoever my Deſire has always 
been to let your Excellency, know with what 
Re pect I am devoted to you, I never dared to 
take that Liberty. The Dignity of Cardinal, 
with which the Holy Father has lately honoured 


me, makes me bolder, becauſe it may perhaps 


favour me with the Opportunity, which I have 
ſo long wiſhed for, to be of Service to your Eu- 


cellency, whenever you may honour me with 


your Commands. The Princeſs des U; ins, who 
has ſo long cen acquainted with the Inclinati- 


ons of my Heart, will be a good Guarantce for 


my Attachment to your Excellency, as ſhe fo 
well knows my Attachment to my Maſter. the 
Catholic King, and to his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty. I am with the moſt profound Reſpect, &c. 

LE © 
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LETTER CCVIIL 
From the 23 of Burgundy to the ſame. 
Thurſday, 1698. 


AM vexed beyond Meaſure, my dear Aunt, 


that you ſhould be angry with me: I aſſure 
you that I don't ſo much deferve it, and that 
from Morning till Night my. whole Study is how 
to pleaſe you, and to abſtain from Follies and 
Nonſenſe, in order to render myſelf worthy of 
your Friendſhip. T plainly perceive it is out of 
Fenderneſs for me that you are ſo ſevere about 
every thing that concerns me. I aſſure you, 
n all the Stories that have been told you of me, 
there are many Things which are not true. But 
too well ſee, you begin to diſlike me, and that 
in a little Time your Love for me will be quite 
ſoſt. You would be in the Right to love me 
3 longer, were it true that I put on a Diſguiſe 
with you, and did not tell you the Truth, as you 
begin to ſuſpect. Behold the Conſequence of 
this: If you think me a Liar, it is impoſſible for 
you not to deſpiſe me; and if you look upon me 


with Contempt, the King will do the ſame; and 
if che King deſpiſes me, my Caſe will be deſpe- 
rate. Ves; I am already in Deſpair, when I 
think that I am going to forfeit your Friendſhip; 
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and 'tis not fo much through my Fault, as by 
falſe Reports; I am ready to undertake what- 
ever you can command, in order to avert this. 


LET EBER CCB; :/ 
From the ſame to the ſame. 

Beſeech you, dear Mamma, not to give Cre» 

dit to every thing that may be ſaid againſt 
me: They will report to you many Stories that 
are falſe: I'll now tell you the Truth. The 
Duke of Burgundy came into my Cloſet this 
Morning at eleven o'Clock ; it was not from 
me that he had Notice I ſhould be alone. I was 
lobking after my Pidgeons ; he fat down, told 
me that I was briſk and lively, and all on a ſud- 
den flew at me, like a Bird of Prey, to play the 
Fool with me. I repulſed him, and got looſe 
from his Arms: He was ugly enough to frighten 
one: For that Time he only gave mea Kiſs; I 
ſmartly reprimanded him, and faid, that I would 
let my dear Aunt know it. He anſwered me, 
he had it from good Hands that this was the 
Way of playing with one's Miftreſs. I told 
him that I would no longer be his Miſtreſs ; ; he 
replied, Be my Wife then, and fell upon me 
again. Madam Mornay came in at that very 
Inſtant: She will affect to tell you a great deal 
of Harm of me; but for my Part, 1 have told 
"ou the Truth. 
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LETTER COX. 
N Madam de'S.'G——, 
ch move 03 8h nj , deb , 18085 
| AM ſettling my Niece; the Buſineſs is done; 
ſo be quick with your Compliment on this 


Occaſion. It coſts my Brother an hundred 
thouſand Livres; I give {ix hundred thouſand, 


and the King a Million ; you ſee the Gradation 


is pretty well obſeryed. M. de Neailles gives his 
Son twenty thouſand Livres a Year, and ſecures 
to him double that Income after his Death. 
The King, who does nothing by Halves, gives to 
M. 4 Hen the Suryivorſhip i in the Governments 
of his Father. A fine Match ! It will make the 
Marſhal die of Joy. His Son is a prudent Man; 
he loves the King, and is beloved of him; he 
fears God, and will be bleſſed of him: He 
has a fine Regiment, and. Penfions will be an- 
nexed to it: He likes his Profeſſion, and will 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in it. In fine, I am highly 
pleaſed with this Affair. When Mademoiſelle 
d Aubigne was born I did not foreſee ſo much 
Happineſs. She is well educated, and has more 
Prudence than is common at her Age : She is 
pious, and ſhe is rich. Do you think M. de 
Neailles has made a bad Bargain ? I believe both 
Sides are contented, and are ready to confeſs 
8 would have been ſatisfied with leſs. Adieu, 
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my deareſt; you are very ſenſible I have no: 
Time to write long Letters, or at leaſt that- it 
is not fit 1 ſhould ſeem to have it. F 


34 + 


LETTER CCXI. 


From the Ducheſs of Burgundy to Madan 
de Maintenon. 


AM exceflively ſorry, my. dear Aunt, that 

1 always diſpleaſe you. I am firmiy reſolved 
to amend, and to play no more at the fad 
Game that makes me loſe my Money and your 
Friendſhip. I beſeech you not to ſpeak of it, 
in Caſe I keep the Reſolution I have taken. I 
ſhall not be able to conſole myſelf, ſeeing I have 
been the Cauſe of your Afflictions, nor will l 
ever forgive nt curſed Lanſquenet, I hope my 
future Con duct will atone for my Faults, and 
that I ſhall regain your Friendſhip. All I wiſh 
for, is to make, myſelf an amiable Princeſs by 
my Behaviour: I flatter myſelf that I am not ſo 


far gone in Years, or my Reputation ſo much 


tarnifhed, but that I may in Time accompliſh 
this. I am diſtracted at the Thoughts of having 
diſpleafcd x06 I have forſaken God, and he 
has foren me: I hope with his Help, which 
1 heartily pray for, I ſhail able to amend. Re- 
ſtore me, dear Mamma, your Eſteem and your 


Friendſhip, of which I have rendered, myſelf 
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unworthy : I aſſure you I will deſerve it? It Will 
require a great deal of Time, but it ſhall be my 
fole Study from heneeforth. 


BT EE R CCXILF 
From Racine to the ſame. 
| Paris, March 4, 1698. 
Madam, 
1 had reſolved to write to you about the Tax 
that has ſo greatly diſordered my little Con- 
cerns; but diſtiking my Letter, I only drew up 
2 + Memorial, which Marſhal 4 gene- 
rouſly offered to put into your Hands, with a 
Requeſt to preſent it to his Majeſty.—— This, 


Madam, is an ingenuous Account of my Beha- 


viour in that Affair: But I hear that I have now 


2 much more terrible one upon my Hands. I 


confeſs to you, that whilſt I was ſo often giving 
this Leſſon in the Play of Eftber, O King, drive 


ewny Calumny, I little expected to be one Day 


attacked by Calumny. I am repreſented as a 
Caballer and a Rebel to the Church. Be ſo 
good, Madam, as to remember how many Times 


you have ſaid, that the beſt Quality you found 


* This Letter has been printed in the Memoirs of 


John Racine. 


+ That Memorial, as we find in the 26th Chap- 


ter of Valiaires Age of Louis XIV. proved the Ruin 
of Racine. 
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in me, was, that I ſubmitted like a Child to all 
that the Church believed and commanded, even 
in che ſmalleſt Things. I have made by your 
Orders near three thouſand Verſes on pious Sub- 
jects, in which T have fpoken from the'Fulneſ; 
of my Heart, and given Vent to all the Senti- 
ments that moſt abounded in me. Did. it ever 
6ccur to you, that any body found one fingle Paſ- 
foe in them bordering upon Error! — As for 
Caballing, who is it that may not be accuſed of 
it, if they accuſe a Man fo devoted to the King 
as IJ am, a Man that ſpends all his Days in think- 
ing of the King, informing himſelf of his Ma- 
jeſty's great Actions, and inſpiring others with 
Sentiments of Love and Admiration? I dare 
ſay that the Grandces have been much fonder of 
my Converſation than I have been of theirs; but 
whatever Company I kept, God gave me Grace 
never to be aſhamed of the King nor the Goſpel. 
There are Witneſſes {till living, who could tel! 
you how zcalouſly they have often ſeen me com- 
bat a certain Fretfulneſs ſometimes incident to 
thoſe on whom the King has been moſt laviſh of 
his Favours. And with what Face could I bear 
witneſs to Poſterity, that this great Prince re- 


ceived no falſe Reports, even againſt fuch Per- 


{ons as were moſt unknown to him, ft myſelf 


muſt wocſully experience the contrary T But 1 


know what may have occaſioned ſo wnftrlt® 411 
Ac C uſation. 
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Acculttion. * have an Aunt, who is Superior 


of Port Royal, and to whom I think myelf under 
infinite Obligations: It was ſhe, that taught me 


to know God in my Infancy ; and God was alſo 


pleaſed to make her the Inſtrument of reclaiming 
me from the Scenes of Folly and Miſery, in 
which I was engaged during fifteen Years of my 
Life. Could I, without being the moſt worth- 
leſs of Men, reſuſe her my little Helps in that 
Neceſſity? But to whom, Madam, did I apply, 
in order to aſſiſt her? I went to Father Ja Chaiſe, 
and laid before him all that I knew of the. State 
of that Houſe. _ I dare not believe that I per- 
ſuaded him; but he ſeemed pleaſed with my 
F rankneſs, _ embracing me, aſſured me that 


he would be, as long as he lived, my Servant 


and my Friend. I can proteſt before God, that 
I neither know nor frequent any Man ſuſpected 
of the leaſt Innovation: I ſpend my Days, as 


' retired as I can, with my Family, and am, as it 
were, never in the World but when I am at 


Marli. Laffure you, Madam, that the Condi- 
tion Lam in is very worthy of the Compation 
which 1 have always perceived in you tor the 
Unfortunate,,.. I am deprived of the Honour of 
ſeeing you: L ſcarcely dare any longer depend 
on your Protection, tho it is the on * Thing I 
have endeavoured to deſ⸗ rye, I might at leaſt 
| L 2 ſeek 
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ſeek Comfors in my Libouts ; but judge HG 
they muſt be imbittered by the Thought,” that 
this me great | Prince: who 18“ conftantly my 
I; heme, does perhaps 160k upon met a5 2 Mit 
more worthy of his W rath than of his- Ei d- 
neſs. I am, with the moſt profound Re. 


ſpcct, I Go 1 ND” 
EET T E R CC XIII. 
Jo Madam de la Maiion: fore. 


BEG vou would ber my dear « Dlugh- 
or, that you are a Chriitian and a Nan. 
3 Life ought to be hidden, mortified, and 


deprived of all Pleaſures. You don't repent the 


Courſe you have choſen : Take it then with its 
Auſterities and its ſafe Sides. You would have 


had more Pleaſures in the World, and, accord- 
ing to Appearances, you would have been loſt 
in it. Either Kacine, in diſcourſing with you 
about the Theatre, would have drawn you to it; 
or the Archbiſhop of Cambray would avs fallen 
in with or even tranſcended, your refined No- 
tions, and ſo mad? you a Quietiſt. Enjoy t! jere- 
fore the Happineſs of Security, Would you 
rather have your Houſe more ſplendid than fo- 


- lid ? But what would it avail you to have made 


* An Epithet ales by Perſons in Authority to 


Nuns or oiher ſingle Women. 
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a brilliant Figure in it, if you were buried un- 
der the ng of it? W by has God given you 
fo much Wit ang 10 much Judgment 1 you 
think they are giyen you to prattle, to read pleafazit 
Things, to judge of Works in Proſe and Verſe, 


to compare Perſons of Merit and Authors with 


one another ? Theſe Deſigns can be none ©: 
his. The Talents he has given you are to be 
employed , in'a great Work ordained for his 
Glory. Turn your Thoughts that Way, and 
they will be as ſolid as the others are frivo ous. 
All that you have received is to be improved : 

You are to give an Account of it. Your Mind 
muſt become as ſimple as your Heart. Wha 
would you learn, "my dear Daughter? PII war- 
rant you, upon long Eberle; that after hav- 
ing read a great deal, you'll find that you know 
nothing. Your Religion ought to be all your 
Knowledge. Your Time is no longer yours 
God has given you as much Reaſon as another 


might acquire by Reading. I thank bim that 


you take delight in Prayer both public and pri- 
vate: I never {ee you at this Exercile without 


regtetting thai I am not a Nun. 
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. is not amiſs for you 10 be ſometimes trou- _ 
bled in Mind : It will make you more hum- mr 
ble, and you will feel by Experience, that, ſor 
whatever Talents we may have, we find no thi 
Reſſource within ourſelves,” Lou will never be © 
contented, my dear Daughter, till you love 1 
God with your whole Heart; which I don't lay 5 
with reſpect to the Profeſſion you haye engaged 1 
in. Solomon has long ago told you, that after gr. 


having ſought, and found, and taſted of all Sorts 
of Pleaſures, he confeſſed, that beſyies loving 
God and ſerving him, all was Vanity and Vex- 
ation of Spirit. Oh! that I could give you all 
my Experience] That I could ſhew you the 
Heavinefs that preys upon the Spirits of the Great, 


and how hard they find it to put out their Days! la 
Don't you ſee that I pine away with Melancholy fa 
in the midſt of a Fortune that one could hardly a 
have imagined, and that nothnig but God's * 
Aſſiſtance keeps me from ſinking under it ? 1 = 
have been voung and handſome, I have taited of A 
Pleaſures, I have been beloved every where; fr 
when grown a Jitile older, I paſted ſome Years in le 
improving my Mind with ingenious Company: ſe 
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I have attained to the higheſt Favour, and I pro- 
teſt to you, that) all Stations leave a frightful 
Vacuum, an Uneaſineſs, a Wearineſs, a Deſire 
to know ſomething elſe, becauſe in all this there 
is nothing that gives full Satisfaction, We 1 
no Reſt till we have given ourſelves to God b 


it muſt be with that determined Will which I 


ſometimes talk to you about. Then we find 


that there is nothing farther to be ſought, that : 
we have attained t to that which is the only good 


thing j in this World. We meet with Vexa gn, 

but we have at the ſame Time a ſolig Conca 
tion, and peace of Heart in the midſt of 1 
greateſt AMiQtions.. | 


ERTIES cv. 1 
To the ſame. | 


(2 we be devout when we pleaſe? Ves, 


my dear Daughter, we may; and it is not 


lawful for us to think that God's Aſfiſtance will. 


fail us. See and ye ſhail find, knot at the Dear, 
and, it hall be opened ts zou; theſe te his own 
Words; but we mult ſeek him with 45:mit:ry 
and Simplicity. St. Paul knew much more than 
Auaniat; he nevertheleſs goes to him, and learns 


from Him what he was to you, You will never 
learn this of yourſelf. Be humble. You have 
ſome Remains of Pride, which you diſguiſ to 

L 4 yeurtelf, 
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yourſelf, and miſtake for Wit: No longer har. 
dbour this; much Teſs ſhould you ſeek to gratify 
it with a Confeſſor. The moſt ſimple Confeſfor 
is the bet, for You, and youſoughit to fubmit to 
him as à Child. How will you be able to bear 
up under the Croſſes which God may ſend you 
in the Courſe of your Life, if you ſtumble at 


the Accent of a Norman or a Picard, or diſlike a 
Man becauſe he is leſs ſublime than Racine ? He, 


poor Man, would have much edified you, had 


you been a Witneſs to his Humility in his Sick- 


neſs, and how penitent he appeared for his witty 
Inquiries : He did not then look out for a faſnion- 
able Director; he ſaw none but an honeſt Prieſt 
of his-own Pariſn. I have ſeen another great 
Genius, the Author of ſome fine Pieces, which 
he avoided printing, becauſe he would not be 
ranked as an Author: And he burnt them all; 
a few Fragments only of his remain in my Me- 
mory. Let us not ſpend our Time upon what 
we muſt ſoon or late renounce. You have not 
yet lived -many:Years; and ſtill you' have yuur 
Soſtneſs of Heart and Delicacy of Mind to te- 
nounce, G to God, my dear Daughter, and 
all Things ſhall be given you, Appiy to me as 
often as you pleaſe. I ſhould be glad te lead 
you. to; God: In ſo doing I contribüte to his 
r 3 behold the CU of 4a Perlou-L hark 

always 
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a great Series to an Tofitution that is ig from 
; indifferent, to me. iT eee 
5 "LETTER. CCXVI. \| 
; 2 0 the Ducheſ of Burgundy - 4 | 
t | %. | 1 
TOPE not for perſect F dlicity: There is | 
| none upon Earth; and if there was, it 4 
? l 
| would not he at Court. 4100 1 
; Grandeur bas its Afflictions, and; an | 
: | more ſevere than, thoſe: of private Perſons. HI 
private Life, Men inure themſelves to Vexa- 
tions: At Court this Habit is not to be acquired. 
| Lour Sex is ſtill more expoſed to ſuffer, im. 
BE 2fnuch as it is always in a State of Dependence. 
Be neither ſorry for nor aſhamed of this Depen- 
| cence on a Huſband, nor of any others that are 


in the Order of Providence. 

Let the Duke of Burgundy be your beſt F ried 
and your only Conhdent. 

Hope not for perfect Peace from your Union's 
The beft Marriages are thoſe: where they bear 
alternately with one another with Mildneſs and 71 


Patience. There never was any without ſome 
Contradiction. 

Be complaifant without ſetting too great a 
Value on your Civilities. 


L 5 Requir2 


, , PRE" 0 „„ * 
I es eines. thr Donate: _— — ee _— —__ Av ow retro 7 
VVV P | 4 

* 


th 
1 
5 
4 
4 
3s, 
oh | 
1 
5 
' 

C 
| 
Y 
14 
44 
* 
"th 
10 
4 
uM 


= 


r . 
_— - _ _—_— CO"; 


* 


. * 

S aft F 7 

322; y VE OR * l 
Vn F Pot Tan ee. OE g 8 [I 4 


- 
<= 


__ 
* 


2 * 
FERRY —— 


— 
— 


— — S R 
— 2 — r 
- E 
— e EY — > >» de 
r 


— Thx 
==> 
p — — 


Ns 8 MEG OY 
NEL a not . RE 2 NI 


| C226) 
"Require not equal Returns of Friendſhip: 
Men are commonly leſs tender than Women; 
and you will be unhappy, if you are delicate in 
Friendſhip : *Tis a Commerce in 3 one 


ſhould always be Creditor. 


Pray to God to keep you from Iedoufy: Hope 
not to reclaim a Huſband by Complaints, Taunts 
and Reproaches. The only Method is Patience 
and a ſweet Temper : Impatience ſours and alie- 
nates the Heart; Mildneſs brings it back. 

In making a Sacrifice of your Will, make no 
Claims on that of a Huſband : Men are ſtill 


more ſelf-will'd than Women, becauſe they are 


brought up with leſs Conſtraint. They are 


naturally tyrannical ; they are for Pleaſures and 


Liberty, and would have' Women' renounce 
them. Inquire not whether their Prerogatives 
are well grounded; be it ſufficient for you that 
they are eſtabliſhed : They are Maſters ; and 
there remains nothing but to ſuffer and obey 
with a good Grace. 

Speak, write, act, as if you had a thouſand 
Witneſſes : Depend upon it that ſoon or late 
every thing is known : It is very dangerous to 


write. 
Trcf no body with any thing that may do you 


a Prejudice, if told again: Take my Word 


for it, that Secrets the beſt kept, arc kept only 


for 


TO * 0 
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for a Time; The Court is the Region of Myſte- 


ry and Indiſcretion. 1 
They ſeldom or never give more than one 
Maxim to Princęs, and that is Diſſimulation; : 
It is a falſe one, and leads into great Inconveniens 
cies. For my Part I love a prudent Franknaß. 
Hear tenderly the Requeſts: of the Unfortu- 


nate. God cauſed you to be born in this high 


Rank only to afford you the Pleaſure of doing 
Good, The Power of ſerving and making Men 
happy, is the real Indemnification for the Fa- 
tigues, the diſagreeable Incidents, and the * 
vitude of your Station. 

Be. compaſſionate. to them that apply to you 
in order to obtain Favours; and not importu- 
nate to thoſe that diſtribute or beſtow them. 

Be not concerned imany Intrigue, whatever 
Intereſt or Glory you may be made to pelt 
trom it. | 

Love your Relations; but let Shank alone bs 
your Country. 

Guard againſt the else to bh witty. 
Too much Wit gives Pain to thoſe who have 
but little: Wit will gain you the Hatred of the 
Majority, and perhaps leſſen you in the Eſteem 


_vi;the Wiſe. 
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8 To Madan de S 1 bn ad; 
bas fis vn Ac MNoeveihb. 1151700. 
Thbr, are * debating, in Covell: the 
Fate of France and Spain; and of all Eu- 
rape. A War! 18 unavoidable, unleſs we take a 
| ſhameful Courſe; and that I cannot apprehend 
from a Council in which the King preſides. 
The Members of it are murh divided. in their 
* | Opinions: At this Time, it's certain, they; dif- 
WF > pute with great Vivacity. The Duke of Bur- 
= gundy is againſt the Opinion, of; the Dauphin: 


. KReaſon is ſaid to be on the Duke's Side, and 
9 Glory on his Father's. The Duke de Beauvil- 
* liers will give his Vote for the Partition- Treaty, 
io and the Chancellor for accepting purely and 


imply this fine * Succeſſion, The Dauphin 


| nions : He will be for renouncing the Will of 
Y fa. the late King of Spain, and the Partition: Treaty 
1 too: This is ſaid to be the only Expedient to 
# avoid a War; and he '$ well adviſed. 


d % LE ER COXVUL:. 
To the ſame. 
Tu Dauphin triumphs: He has el that 


the King was too equitable: to/Yebhar Him 
14. * The Span; Monarchy, 


from 
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[ will take a Medium between theſe two Opi- 


di 


from a Sugcellign, which © all the Laws i is due 
to him; that he renounced it in favour of the 
Duke of Anjou, ind would be content with 
17 alt his Life, The King my Father, and 

the King my Son.“ The Duke of Burghndy 
falls in with this Sentiment," and ſays that he 
did oppoſe it with no other Deſign than to clear 
up the Matter, and that he freely gives up all 


his Rights to his Brother. A few Days will 


elapſe before the Public is informed of all this. 
The Duke of 6 is not to be treated as a 


King till altert e Spaniſb Embaſſador's public 
Audience. Pray to God that he would bleſs 


all the N Deſigns, and Encar all his 


Thoughts.” 4} 


S492 62 


| 5 E T T E R CCXIK.. 
From the Duke of Berry to Magai 
de Maintenon. 
December, I 700. 
E had Yeſterday a melancholy parting with 
the King of Spain - Our Adieus were 


very tender: I never better experienced how 


much Friendfhip I have for him: I beſeech 
you, Madam, to. grant me your's, purſuant to 


the Hopes you have given me. I am a of 


tiring you, and therefore conclude- 1 
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LETTER CX. 
From 2 Ducheſs of Burgugdy 10 n 


91 ASS 


ame. R 
Fanuary 16, 1797, 
Ncloſed, my dear Aunt, is a Letter from the 
King of Spain: You'll ſee he has not for- 
got you; and that if Crowns are apt to make 
ſome Heads giddy, they make no Change in the 
Hearts of the Bourbons. I give you the very 
Words of the Duke of Burgundy, who, very 
probably, may have learned this Phraſe, = 


the Archbiſhop of de f. 


LETTER. COM. 
From the Queen Dowoger of Sputre! to the 
fannt. 


Have read with Pleaſure, my dear Mar- 

chioneſs, that you approve the Precautions I 
have taken to do nothing of Conſequence with- 
out the Conſent of the Catholic King, and 
particularly of the King of France, my Brother 
and Protector, As to pink av J wrote to you, 
concerning my Intention to make, the Duke de 
Saint Pierre my Major demo, I hoped that, you 
would have mentioned it to th e King my Bro- 


ther; but you tell me that you ay not done 
it: 


62310 
it: As J think, my dear Marchioneſs, that this 
Duke's being near my Perſon would better ſuit 
the Intereſt, of the two Kings, you'll oblige, me 
if you ſpeak to the King, my dear Brother, 
about it, and induce him to write to the King 
his Grandfon, my dear Nephew. I am, dear 
Marchioneſs de Maintenon, very much your's. 


EE FTT ENR CCXIII. 
Te Madan de S. G 


Pes 25 1701. 
1 Know all that has been faid againſt Chamil- 
lard: But they don't know that he re- 
fuſed to ſucceed M. de Barbezzzux, and that the 
King infiſted upon his accepting that Place, be- 
cauſe it is expedient, in time of War, that one 
Head ſhould have the two Employments. Cha- 


millard is an honeſt Man; and if he manages 


the Finances of the Kingdom as he does thoſe 
of St. Cyr, we ſhall have no Occaſion to cry 
out for a Colbert. The King has promiſed to 
ſhare with him the Labour in the Department 
of the War : Nothing but this could have over- 
come his Diffidence. The Ducheſs of Bur- 
gundy has taken a Liking to him, and he is to 
diſpatch Buſineſs ſometimes with the Duke, in 
order to form him to it. His honeſt and civil 
Demeanor has gained him the Affection of all 

Ranks 


( 232 ) 
Ranks and Degrees. He will employ our 
Friends, and not boggle, like Louvors and his 
Son, at doing Buſineſs with the King in my 
Apartment. The Count d'fuguy is: negocigting 
an Accomodation, but his Succeſs is much 
doubted of: In the mean time the King re- 


mains calm and tranquil: He knows more of 


theſe Matters than all bis Courtiers put toge- 
ther. 


& > E JP E R ccxxII 


To Madam FR Caylus. 


Mari, Fuly 17, 170T. 

Am little inclined, my dear Niece, to aſk 

Favours: The Number of Employments is but 
ſmall, and yet there are more Places than Men 
equal to them. The Duke de Jendome is to 70 
to the Army in Lombaray; the Miſchief is done, 
and the Remedy not ſo eaſy to be found. We 
lead an odd Kind of Life here: Would fain 
have Wit, Gallantry, and Invention; but all 
theſe have entirely failed us; 'tis now quite out 
of the Queſtion. We play, we yawn, we 
droop ; we get Miſchief from one another ; we 


hate, we envy, we careſs, 1 tear each other 


in Pieces. | 4 


LE. 


Fro 


bh. 4 


LETTER ccxxlv. 
From the Ducheſs Dvwager of Orleans 75 
| Madam de Maintenop. 

March 12, 1702. 
5145 acquaint ou, Madam, with my Joy 
at a new Favour I have received from the 
King, which is, that he allowed me to ſee him 
yeſterday in hi Cloſet. (As JI am indebted to 
you for all his Favours, and as it is by your 
Means that my Reconciliation with the King 
has been made, my Gratitude to you encreaſes 


every Day, and my F riendſhip will very, iy 


equal. the Eſteem which i is due to ou. 


LETTER CCXXV. 


7 7 Madam de S. G—. 
| April 35 1702. 
H E. Peach. of the Prince of Orange will; 
make no Alteration, in Affairs. The Prin- 


ceſs Anne has been acknowledged Queen of Eng- 
lang : 'Tis a terrible Blow to the lawtul King“: 
However, he is a little conſoled by the Refuſal 
to aſſogiate Pi inc George, of Denmark in the 


Royalty: But what Comfort is this! Theretis 
no folid Conſolation to be found, but in Piety 


| s This i is the Expreſſion in the Original. 


and 
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and Reſignation to the Will of the King of 
Kings and Maſter of Empires. The Dutch af- 
fect to fear for the Liberges of. Europe 
not afraid even for their owh Thbei W. [ The 
King will carry on the War yigoroully : He 
was at firſt a little averſe to it ; but it is become 


and are 


neceſſary, and we muſt yield to it. The Or- 
ders of Marſhal Bor, ers ate very extenſive ; and 


they hy nothing can be finer than the Inſtruc- 
tions Which M. Chamillard has drawn up for the 


Campaign i in Flanders : The Duke of Burgundy 
will have nothing to do but follow that Plan: 


You are right i in judging it expedient to prevent 


his doing Thiags out of his own Head : Cou- 


rage alone will not make a great Captain; his 
Age does not admit of much Prudence. M. 9d: 
Jendome will reſtrain in Traly the King of Sparn's 
Fire; but who is to check his own? It is ſaid, 
Prince Eugene will bring nothing but Delay a- 
gainſt our Vivacity. What ſhalt I ſay to you 
of Catinat ® He knows his Buſineſs, but he 
knows not God: The King does not like to 
truſt irreligious Men with his Affairs. M. 4 
Catinat thinks his proud Philoſophy ſufficient 


for all Things: Tis great Pity he loves not 


God. My Health declines daily, and I no 
longer know myſelf in that Picture which as 


ſo 


10 lik 
Have 


el 48 
Would 
CONVE 


TO 

24 
Made 
myſel 
Fortit 
ſelf, t 


| ago þ 


that h 


* * 
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b like me in 1694. Let us think of Deaths 
| Have we not ved long —__ | E 17 


"LE T T ER COXXVI.. 
From he Due of Burgundy to Madam 
de Maintenon. 
Madam, „ Auguſt 15, 1702. 
Deſire of the King my Return: I preſume a 
ſingle Word is ſufficient to give you my 


| Wo 1155 not make, ſhould it be in the leaſt 3 in- 
convenient for you. 


LETTER CERN VI. 


Te Madam de Grain 
Marli, une 3, 1702. 
O-morrow I ſhall go to Maintenen, and 
ſhould be very glad to fee you there. 
Mademoiſelle d 4umale is as much grieved as 
to myſelf: Nothing but your Reaſon and your 


de Fortitude can conſole me. In vain I fay to my- 


nt felt, that * he died like a Saint; that he long 
ot | 520 began to prepare for this dreadful Paſſage; 
10 that he ſpent the laſt Years of his Life in the 


* M. 4 Aubigné, her Brother, Governor of Berry, 
ſo Sc. 
Fear 


| Me: ning. 1 dare not ſay more, leſt 1 ſhould 
ige you to an Anſwer, which I beg you 


-. eG xaos 
9 . 
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Fear of God: All theſe Confiderations make 
my Sorrow leſs reaſonable, without alleviating 
it. M. de la Rochefoucault was right in Fay: 
ing, that Reaſon and Religion have ſcarcely any 
Influence over human Nature, in theſe Caſes, 
My' Niece is quite deſolate," and ſtirs not out of 
her Cloſet : It ſeems ſhe finds no Pleaſure in any 
thing but giving way to her Grief. God in- 
tends to wean me from this World and prepare 
me for the other, in afflicting my Heart fo ſen- 
ſibly. I could be very glad to paſs the Remain- 
der of the Summer at Mai ntenon; but the King 


will not hear a Word about it, and you know that 


it is many Years ſince I have given up my own 
Will. I ſubmit to all Things; IJ make an Of- 


fering to God of my Afflictions; I beg of him 
to call me to himſelf, if my Death is neceſſary 


to my Salvation, and my Life of no Uſe to the 
King and his People. His Will be done! It 


belongs to him to chaſtiſe us, and *tis our Du- 
ty to ſuffer, 970 


LETTER CCXEVIL 
To the ſame. 
Juby 18, 1703. 
UR Friend is now very much eaſed. M. 


Deſinarais has taken a2 great Burthen from 


him: The War will go on the better for it. 
The 
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The M. d would have refuſed that Poſt 
hid the King offered it to him: Thoſe who 
know. not how. ſtęady he is in his Purpoſes, and 
now hard. it, is to find Men of Abilities, are 
wrong in being ſurprized that we continue Cha- 
rd, who is very prudent, laborious and pe- 
netratiug. Phe Troubles in the Cevennes are 
but trifing : They are occaſioned by the Hugo- 
nots of the Mountains, who may eaſily be re- 
duced : it is needleſs for the King to deſcend to 
all che Particulars of this Revolt: It could not 
cure che Diſtemper, and might make it much 


wore. Vauban writes to us, that the Duke of 


Bu gundy wlll reap a great deal of Honour from 
the diege of Briſac: As it was fortified by him, 
he muſt needs know how to take it. The Army 
is in excellent Wider, and Chamillard has made 
ſo good Proviſion in all Reſpects, that we ſhall 
have no Complaints this Campaign. The Du- 
cheſs had taken it into her Head to accompany 
her Huſband in this Expedition; the King 
bhaughed at it, and ſo did I : She was nettled at 
it, We have made up the Breach ; fo that you 
may undeceive thoſe who ſay, that we are em- 
broiled without any Hopes of a Reconciliation, 
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"LETTER CCXXIX. 
VAI fanie. 7 


a IO Veileill., Auguli 397 . 1704. 
HAVE bad a terribl E Storm kt: weather Out. 


I will never more meddle ith any Affair: 


If the three Marſhals Knew wh... 2 Conſternation 
the Loſs of this Battle has thr.n us into, they 
would very quickly repair tho Overſight: The 
Ring cannot get out of his Mind the fifteen 
thouſand Frenchmen that ſürrendered without 
firing one Shot. Pray to God to bleſs his Arms. 
Chamillard is the calmeſt of us all; but it is ow- 
ing to the King's encouraging him: Indeed they 
have nothing to reproach him with : Would to 
God we could ſay as much of the Genckals! 
What do they ſay in Paris of this whole Affair! 
Madam de Montigni is at St. Cyr: I ſhall go thither 
next Monday to bemoan our Calamities. Our 
viſters greatly comfort me: They envy me my 
Place, and I envy them their Tranquility, I ne- 


ver go to that Houſe, but I departwith Regret, 


and repent that I did not make myſelf a Nun: I 
ſhould then have had nothing to mind but my 


own Frailties and AMiQions”; ; Whereas at pre- 


ient I muſt mind nothing but the Afflictions of 
other People, and forget myſelf. My Niece is 
in perfect Health. I fend you the Mercer, | who 
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1.55 promiſed me Speed : He will deliver you an 
hundred Louis d'ors, which youll give to the 
Ur/clines : I pity thoſe poor Girls. I cannot 
make out the two laſt Lines of your Letter , 
either my Eyes are bad, or your Pen was ſo. 


L E T TER Ccxxx. 
| To the ſame. 


1705. 

W H AT do you complain of, my dear Niece? 

Is it that I have not wrote to you about 
the Death of M. de Caylus? You know whether 
have been concerned at it, and we ought not 
to ſtand upon Compliments, I am ſo infirm and 
ſo old, that I confine myſelf to Letters of Ne- 
ceſſity. What means that Dependence you 
would have on me? Tou are at Age, and poſſeſs 
the F aculty of behaving well: What Change 
would you make, at the Eve of my Death? You 
will not be weak enough to marry again: Live 
ke a good iter; don't launch again into the 
World; chuſe à ſele& Number of Friends; re- 
ceive but few Viſits from Men, and let them be 
Perſons of Probity : Live according to the old 
Faſhion ; have always a Maid at work in your 


Chamber, when you are with a Man: Diſtruſt 


the, ſobereſt and diſcreeteſt of them; diſtruſt 
ourſelf: Believe me, as a Perſon of Experience, 
| who 


3 FETs 8 N 
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who loves you: You are ſtill young and hand- 1 
ſome ; in God's Name don't expoſe yourſelf to | + 
Hazards; let the Concerns of your Children al 


occupy you; ſerve God without caballing; de- qi 
ſpiſe nobody, and be, headſtrong in nothing: 
Follow the common Way of Life; be ſimple 
and plain, and excuſe this ſhort Leſſon, which 
flows from tender Affection: It is well worth a 
; CH ' 
„ LETTER CCXXXI. 2 
LE - To the fame. ky 
O U ought to be upon your Guard: You ſe 
have Enemies and envious Perſons. Some Ol 
are generous when they ſee us in Diſtreſs ; but bs 
there is ſo little Reality in ſuch' Generoſity, that It 
in Proſperity they can no longer endure us. If W. 
they ſee you in great Favour with me, it will Pe 
encreaſe the Number of your Enemies. Give Ye 
them nothing to make a Handle of : Obſerve a he 
Medium, between giving yourſelf up to Society, . 
and burying yourſelf in Solitude: You could F9 
not hold out under the latter, and the other JS 
Courſe would draw you away farther from . 
God, than even the Court could do. The 1 
Abbe Gobelin, who was a Man of good Senſe, 2 
© 


was extremely glad when he jaw me quit the 
Hotel de Richelieu in order to ſettle at Sr. Ger- Da 
main; and I] often perceive he was in the right. 

| Adieu, 
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Adieus deat Niece; remember there are Sples 


about you. 1 recommend you to God: If you 
are his, all Things will go well. 


* ET TER CCXXXIL - + 
7 Madam de Caylus. 
Sept. 1705. 

H OW wiſe are you, in leaving all Things 

to God, without ſo much Precaution and 
Anxiety! Such Care is intirely uſeleſs: We 
know not what we would have, and God 
ſeems often to take Delight in diſconcerting all 
our Meaſures. When you have nothing elſe 
to do, I beg you would chuſe a Grown for me: 
It is neceſſary to have ſome Gold in it; the out- 
ward Dignity muſt be kept up, though the 
Perſon ought to think of nothing but a Coffin. 
Your Enemies vent their Spleen and Malice 
here againſt you: They ſay there never was any 
Thing but Policy in your Devotion, and that 
you lſeriouly think of marrying again; but 
your Conduct will force them to be filent, 
Don't be alarmed at any thing you hear con- 
cerning me: I am on the Theatre of the Great 
World; my Name is often the Subject of 
Conveilation, It is quite unpleaſant to end our 
Days among People with whom we did not 
begin them. 
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T is doing the Devil's Office to do more than 

I defire you, and to tempt me with one of 
the richeſt Garments: I reſiſt the Temptation, WM + 

the public Calamities having made me penu- 

ridus. Your Letter has told me nothing: I MM _.. 
was apprized of the wiſe Anſwer: of F ather d g 
Ia Tour He is wiſe in all reſpects. Would to 
- God he were not at the Head of a Congrega- | 
tion, where, as ſome ſay, ſufpicious Maxims WM z 
are held! As for your Part, my dear Niece, i ? 
.:tuffer the World to ſay What they pleaſe: You MF {| 
cannot hate and deſpiſe it too much. Let not I 
your Piety droop, ſhew' the World that your i 
Reputation did not depend on a Party that 7 
loved and admired you. Be in Love with the 0 
Contempt into which you are going to fall, and 0 

above all Things pleaſe the Rector of St. Sul- 
pitius. Don't be vexed at what is ſaid: The 1 
only Way to triumph over Calumny is to de- 2 
ſpiſe it. Adieu; the * Battle won in Trab t 
| makes ( 
[9 


* This muſt be the Battle of C:/c:nare, where 
the Duke of He er abe defeated the Army of the Al- 8 
lies, comn:anded by Count Necent lav, in the, Ab- | 1 

1 


ſence of Prince 2 Eugene, killed fix thouſand of their 
/ 
; , | Men, ; t! 
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makes me reſolve to wear my fine Cloaths.: I 
ſhall appeak th Green, if our Troops take Bar- 
ce/ona, and dreſs in Roſe, Colour if the Arch- 
duke be taken Priſoner. 


LETTER CCXXXIV.E | 


From the Duke of Orleans to Madam de 


_ . Mamtenon. 

. 1101 9m 1 E 1706. 
N Grief, Madam, can withſtand your 

Conſolations, and the Kindneſs you ex- 
preſs for me. After the Aſſurances ybu give 
me, that Friendſhip has as great a Share im it 
as Compaſſion, it would be wrong in me not to 
be calm and compoſed. If your Letter was 


not filled with Encomiums on me, I could read 


it over and over a3 long as I live: for it ſhews 
me with infinite Pleaſure all the Gratitude I 
owe the Ning: And though you endeavour to 
draw a Veil over that which I. owe you, I {ce 

M 2 through 


Men, took a thouſand Horſes, fix Pieces of Cannon, 


and almoſt all their Baggage. Count Revenz/aww ſuſ- 
tained vigourouſly, and even with Advantage, the firſt 
Charges of the French, but at laſt was forced to re- 
tire in great Diſorder and Confuſion. 


* This Letter was wrote aſter the raiſing. of the 
| — 'of N, occafioned by the Weaknets of the 
Duke e h Feuillude, and of Marſhal Iarfia, the 


Duke of Orea having had Orders to conform to 
the Advice and Opinion of the latter. 


3 (2 Tr 
«IJ N 4 Ln ; We 30s 287 X19 4 
through the, Artifice, and partiewarly ere you 
pat, me in Mind of, looking up to che ty aue 


of great Eyents,1,, When I hall he able za tel 
V9 without Hypogrily,, that dam eν,ανν 


{hall feel a perfect. Joy igzmakingy qu my Con- 
fident: Suchas ape truly; ſo, have fo; much, Sin- 


cerity and Gendroſit ty, that a well-bred Man,has 
ſtronger Diſpoſitions to Deygtion, than others. 


ä Contigue, Madam, your Favours.to-me-: I am 
| ad to do eyery ching ab, gclerye them 6 


on "LESTER. ' CCXHXXV, 
: 15 0 Minors de Caylus: | 
9 April, 177% 


1 HAT bias ape to me this Day, in 


regard to the Biſhop of Auxerre, | is not 


the Cauſe of my reſolving to make the follow- 


ing Declaration to my Relations, viz. never 
more to aſk any thing for them: Let them go 


to work now as they will do when I am dead : 


They will then apply to the Miniſtry; they will 
oct their Friends to beſtir themſelves. I thought 


I had done enough, in putting you in a W. ay 


to complete what I had begun for making your 
Fortune: But I perceive Madam az 3 


thoroughly perſuaded that I ought to find 
Matches for her Daughters; the Boys. will 
come next, 2 and your Son follow after;  /rurcfs 
little ones are growing up; the Father puts in 

for 


> 0 em 0 C0” 


( 245 ) 
for every vacant Poſt : Madam de St. Herring 
with a rueful Countenajice” preſents t6'-me''a 
zreat Girl, whom 1 ſhall much wrong if 1 dont 
ſettle her in the Wörld, #nd"who'is to be fol- 
lowed” by five more; and then little Villatt, bim 
fs 1 thu provide for. Confider, my dent 
Niece, with a little Reaſon and Equity, what 
Sort of Figure J ſhould make about the King, 
were FT every _— begoing new Favours of him: 
If he grafited them, e would no longer have 
any thing at his Dſpoſal; if he denied me, it 


would grieve me; if he grieved me, he would 


be too gdod naturtd not to be ſolry at it him- 


ſelf: And thus Iſhould render myſelf the Plagne 
of his Life. Do you think God had ſuch De- 

ſign in, placing me near him ? This, my dear 
Niece, is my final | Refolution, | I all ſee il, 

all with a great deal of Pleaſure, when 1 no 
longer = your, Propoſals vnd Requeſt: : 1 
fi: "of them from the King, who will 


be 1e e them by his Miniſters; 3 1 fhall 


give him uch A 2 wers 28 I think may be of 
Se.vice to you, and ay do it with more Bold- 
nels, and perhaps more * eFeFually, Wlien he 
knows that I am not prepoſſeſſed. Be tit tt 


may, T ſhall no: alter my Reſolution ; Tha: Cot 


taken it vichout nature 'Detiver. tion; I have 
long conſulted with myſelf abour it, and am 
determined. Impart this Refolution to all my 
Relations. en ns CY 1 

. M 3 LE T- 


6246) 


LETTER CCXXNVI. 
20 zoe James, IP 


June, 1709: 

Could be glad, to fre. you... often, my deaz 
Niece ; but the melancholy Ideas L have of 
my Place, joined to old Age, which, i 15 burthen- 
ſome to others as well as myſelf, de ter me from 
it, and make me ſhut myſelf ug. in my;Claſet at 
de. Cyr : Therefore manage vor ,;CGoncerny 
without depending on me, taking me when you 
can, and leaving me without being uneaſy a- 
bout it. J adviſe you to get thirteen Maſſes 
ſaid at the Aitar of the Bleſſed PB in the 


N 3 12 


Cathedral, thirteen at St. Genevieve, F hirteen,, at 


244 


the Church of the Holy Ghoſt, h and thirteen, at 
King Fames's Sepulchre. 

LETTER CCXXXVIL 
From the Duke of Orleans to Madam de 


Maintenon. 


N. 


1708. 
Am not devout, Madam; but when ever I 
become ſo, you ſhall be the firſt to whom 1 
will impart it. I requeſta Continuation of your 
EKindnets to me, and that you will be pleaſed to 


charge yourſelf with the Thanks I owe to (dhe | 


King. | ! WO b de 


E 


(6247) 


LETTER CCXXXVIII. 
To Madam de Caylus. 
5 NM 1709. 
Mr wer 4 Niete believe it for my oy enden 
gneſs Sake and upon my Experierice : 
have tried every Thing, and find we muſt ac- 


quieſce in Solo molti: Sentence, All is Herallon of 
Spirit. IJ cannot open my Heart to any body; 5 


but though T Ednceal from you the Nature of. 
my AMRiShe? 1 ein however truly kay 55 "tht 


the World affords nothing fi ſimilar : I am "oftert 
ready to burlt,; che Ring does not perceive "ts 
and when he leaves my Apartment, all my Cont 
fort is to be alone, and ' water my Pillow: with 


my Tears: | "a not ignorant of the Tattle f 


thoſe that do not like me; they impute to me 


whatever happens, as if Events were. at my 
Command ; according to their Notions my De- 
votion is Hypocriſy ; they make a jeſt of the 
Severity of my Morality. and charge me with 
not having always been ſo ſevere. I am not 
ſurprized at their ſuſpecting my former Conduct; 
but they who talk at this rate have either been 


very licentious in their Youth, or did not know 


me at that Time of Life. It is vexatious to be 


obligedto live with any other Folks than thoſe 


of our own Century; Hut it's the Misfortune 
of hows wo live too long. 
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LETTER CCXXXIX. 


From Cardinal Gualterio o Madam de 
. Maintenon. 
Todi, Auguſt 5. 71%. 
Flatter myſelf that yeu will vouchſafe, Ma- 
dam, to pardon. the Liberty I take in ex- 


prefling to you the Confuſion, and the moſt ani- 


mated and reſpectful Senſe .of Gratitude, I am 
penetrated withall, at the Receipt; of. ſo great a 
Benefit as the Abby of St. Remy at Ririms; with 
which, the King has been pleaſed to gratify me: 
I am ſenſible, Madam, of what 4 owe-you on 
this Occaſion : I return you my moſt humble 
p 'banks for it, and requeſt the Continuation oi 


FRF Protection. Sib 1 oled noi seie 561 


ww CEE 


Nee | Hive 
. From. Cardinal d'Eſtrees: to the fame. 
De Week 


W H AT 2 Load of Hens Favours and 

Nindneſſes are heaped on me in the Letter 
with which you have honoured, me. Havel not 
indeed, Madam, great Reaſon ton triumpha 
Though I regret the Trouble I have given you 
to read my long Letter, and the Pains you have 
taken to anſwer it, I muſt own to you that I 
cannot revert of it, ſince J have received ſuch 
valuable Marks of your Kindneſs. I ſhall eter- 


naily be with inf nite Reſpect, Sc. | 
L E IT- 


„% K „% JI qE£E@O ©. 


1 


hi. Wed 5 ww fad 


ww Af „ wo 4 __ 


a ts. th. A...» AS. a. 


(h 


ADBTTER CENT 
n ile ene def an xi o. 
„101 02010 7 8, 
| 785 20, 171 15 
Pike, Varun. Way 

BY Phe Path" of Vi FO, Hue "the 

Poſer Ciptin of the els beegmes 
vacatit, The Summit of my Wiſhestis toe f 
Kindred more intimately attached. By th“ 87 
meſtic Emgploytient ti the Perſon of try VRARE 
and Benefüctor fo Nhöm, in y Söfftudte Af 
InaQion; my Heart does not give fewer Dbrttori. 
ſtrations of Affection and Zeal; than Hen 
deavoured to give Hint in the Employmtents i 
which he formerly honoured me. I Wodld'have 
the Satisfaction, before I die, to ſee the Math 
a" Eflries in the ſame, Poſt, near his Majeſty, | 
which the famous John 4 Ert, %as Great 


| Great” Grandfather held under Francis." and 
Henry II. Deſiring nothing for myſelf, whom 


his Majefty has fully ſatisfied, I muſt be ex- 
cuſed if J aſk for a Name that may be extinct 
very ſoon after me; but I would have him end 


his Days in that MO Poſt. 
1. am, Ae 


b f 801 5 . Ann 
' 
To POT, ene LETTER 
Ms TTER 
* 3 4 . 
* > © 'S 2 3 £ . 3 
. * * 
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. bis To Madam de Caylus. gig 

em 199003 I Veiſſrillet, Feb. 70 24 
TY little Finger has told me, that the Diſ- 

: V, patches from England are very agreeable: 8 


We muſt thereby comfort ourſelves for other 
Contradictions. I thought to have gone to 
St. Cyr ; the King has hindered me; he is to 
call upon me at Two Clock; perhaps he will 
ndt come. 1 am perfely ignorant. of what I 


 Thall do to-morrow : All I 255 is, That Tam 


- very troubleſome to others and to myſelf. This 
Morning I ordered to be brought to me, not The 
Fammdlee Annals in which the Deeds of 1 my Reign are 
penn d, but a prodigious Heap of caſt off Coaths, 
all which J have diſtributed. T us not talk of 
var Relations : They: 11 not = ſenfible of that [ 
have done for them till we meet together i in the 
Valley of Fe>oſapbat : I am often reproached by 


them, God alone knows what I ſuffer, 


5 ET: ÞE.£R. CCXLITL 
Jo Madam de F- 


| 4 _— f 17 12. 
Mien may be ſaid on both Sides of . 
ſtion. M. A Aubigunb's Fortune 18 large 
enough; and there is nothing illuſtrious in that 

| Family. 


Famil 


his P 
Weig 


that 3 
inf the 


be fai 


ſhe ha 
affabl. 


I ther 


that \ 


Tookn 
if .he- 


is call 


d' Aub 


ſomet 


Name 


4 11 
FJ. 
7 
* 


\(cagr)) 

Family. - *M. Rajat is very well r in 

his Pvideed but” that Conſideration has no 

Weight at all hee. Recollect all that is ſaid of 

that. pops Man, (e Moine If I concern myſelf, 

in, ſche leaſt, \ with, this Affair, much more ill 

ba ſaid of. him. ' The young Lady is amia8] 

: ſhe has 800d. Senſe, and Health of Body; ſhe is is 
affable and pious :* Theſe are material Articles. 
I therefore think, ſince my Advice is required, 

that M. 4 Aubigns Qught t to purſue this Affair, if 


8 1130 2 


Inclination leads him to it ; and let him drop 1 it, 
if he has Wealth only in View. As for what 
is called my Protection, you know there are no 
d' Aubign® s to whom 1 have not granted it, and 
ſometimes 1 haye, even granted it to the bare 


Name. 


LETTER CcxLIV. 


"From Cardinal d'Eſtreẽs to Madam de 
| Maintenon. 


; Sept. 6, 17.125; 
Madam, 
I WILL fotthwitk deliver to the Rector of 
St. Sulpitius the Reſignation of the Benefice 
which you have piouſly deſtined towards the 
Support of the Seminary., Mees an admirgble 
8 Letter have, you wrote to me IN 1 inc 'ydesletery 
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Hutz in f Worts; ingenious Turns, refined 
Thaughts, gel- choſen Expreſſions; in ſhoot, tis 
Not bi quad. I never uſed myſelf to this 
Kit&\of Phraſe vii n mor mall ever make 
ub of itabut to vue. L glory in your Cor- 
reſpondence among my Friends; and merhinks, 


in thus ſetting myſelf off, [i ently dawb 
over the Wrinkles of 188 vid Age ve. 1. am eter- 
* Srl V * 
eee 8 Fe 

yi bidtot, 2 1 3 


i From the . ſame to. oe ſame... 
NOW. Madam, what Anſwer you gave 
4 toicthe Rector of St. Sulpire, when he ac- 
499384 q au with what I think of the Abbe 
A E/triesz I. am fo ſenſibly tduched with it; that 
tho' I fear to tire you with. tters, I can- 
not forbear expreſſing tity Gratitude to you for 
it. I dare tell you; that as I am become very 
careleſs about human Affairs, with reſpect to 
myſelf, on account of my great Age, and per- 
haps-from ſome better Motive, *tis only by this 
ſingle Article that yet cleave to the World. I 
confeſs it is with Concern I ſee that the Abbe 
& Efirtes, among ſo many Men of equal Rank, 


honoured with the Benefactions of cur eat 


King, for” indeed this Epithet is due to) "him; 


that the © 'Abbe PE Erbes, Ia ay, is. ) x Sj by ne 
who 


van 


But f 
ing. 
demr 
ſor t! 


Whg receives e of his Favour. Bat 
perceiuh my Lutter is long: 1 ſhould) make it 
much longer, Mere I to ſet down all the Senti- 
ments of Reſpech and Veneration, and ſhall- J 
ſay itLaof Admination. with which e e 
"_ nde ſhall Wr Se SOME 95S 


e TER CCXLVI. 
"= 0 2 Cardinal a Noailles. 


1 SHALL, zie t to you no more about this un- 

lucky Affe air 3. too many Reaſons forbid my 
intermeddlißg in it. I will reſume the Cha- 
racer that becomes me, which is to pray to G4d 
that all Things may turn out for his Glory, the 
Good of the Church, and your's in ee 
my Lord, «which. AY concerned for. 


LETTER COXLVIL®, 
To the ſame. . 1 
o are ſufficiently acquainted with me to 
know what I think of the new Diſcovery: 
But for many Reaſons J ought to forbear ſpeak- 
ing. It belotigs not to me to judge and to con- 
deinn: My Provinee is only to be ſilent, to pray 


94 15 


(6s ae Lias, for che Church, and for you. 'T 


0 W of Tall, in Fobainds Soba 
e a great Light on this and fr 4 
&9k#Caldinal NokiDles, © 
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have given your! Letter t to the King; it has been 
dend 107 Tis all I can wy to Pu Hojagroppirſſed 


Ad Grief. a 0 17 0, i nech 
"LET CES Cel. VI. 
To. the: ſame... . 


IS not my Buſineſs to judge and to con- 

demn; all I have to do is tobe filent, 
to ſubmit blindly, and pray forithe Church and 
the King, and for you, eee e In- 
SIG will ever be dear to ang ui mid by 


3190 


ET TER GGR. 
ft H3 3d 70 ehe rfameooo; 
OL never deceive” youfſelf, my Lord, 
while you rely on what'you call ny Kind- 
neſſes. I can never ceaſe reſpecting my Arth- 


"biſhop, eſteeming your Vittues; and, if I dare 


ſay it, loving your Perſon: But it is true, that 
in all theſe Serriments I now find Bertie but 
*Diberneſs? n Cf A OT OTH 


hb, LATLES C0; 


From Cardinal Gualterio to Madam 
de Maintenon. 
Keane, Dec. 1713. 
1 KNOW, Madam, how much his Majeſty 
has the Affairs of Religion at Heart; and ac- 
cordingly 


cordit 


which 
diſſipa 
hope, 
and ſ 


unde! 
You! 
Joy v 
the 1 
fix fe 
to fi 
Men 
Heal! 


the p 


that 
our © 
ATC, « 
fairs 
ſturl 
is to 
cert 
follc 


(ass 
cordingly I redouble the Prayers and Wiſhes 
which every good Catholic ought to make for 
diſſipating the Storm that has been raiſed; and'T 
hope, hre the pious Endeavours of the King, 
and ſo many wiſe and learned Men who have 
undertaken this great Work, that it will ſucceed, 
You know, Madam, for how many Reaſons my 


Joy wilt be complete if this happens. I long for 


the Time which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
fix for paying my Reſpects to him: I hope 
to find him in good Health: We have older 
Men here, who enjoy, an excellent State of 
Health. His Life is of ſo great Importance to 
the public Good, and eſpecially to the Church, 
that we muſt, not doubt but he is preſerved for 
our Sakes by a particular Providence. All Things 
are quiet here, except what relates to the Af. 
fairs of the Conſtitution Unigenitus, which di- 
ſturbs this Court no leſs than it does France. It 
is to be wiſhed that we may always act in Con- 
cert with the King, as it is impoſſible to err in 
following his Councils. 
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LETTER ,CCLI., 
From the, ſame to, the fame, _ 
7 Joi, Jan. 20, 1 Uh. 

1 Flatter mylelf, Madam, That 4 Peace 


Nen 
% % ' 


ſon be concluded, and that Mins in 


then have no other Occupation than to make all 
Things Bonn in his Kingdom: 1 NE Good 
of Religion, eſpecially, is greatly ' jntereſted 
therein; he is the firmeſt Support of K And the 
Pains he takes about the Conſtitution very ſen- 
fibly prove it: Without this, great Diſſentions 
might, perhaps, have ariſen. It fees to me 
that they are very attentive here to what paſſes in 
the Aﬀembly, and earneſtly wiſh to ſee it break 
His Holinefs has not yet given me an 
e but T have no Reafon to doüb. 


that he will. I ſhall intimate to him, that the 


Church hasnothing to fear under ſo oreat A King, 


-who acts fo Zea for her Intereſt. As to my 


Sentiments towards his Majefty, you are ac- 
quainted with them. I owe him every Thing, 
fince from his powerful Hand alone I received 


Aſſiſtance in the Time of my Adverſity: I con- 


tinually pray for his Conſervation, and for your's, 
Madam, who are my great Protectreſs. 
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are they 
fortunes 


nobleſt, 0 
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LETTER BAH 


From N We Mal 11 . to the ane. wo” 
HOSE bappicr 1 Days, , which. your Good- i TY f 
nelsg, Madam, heme to requeſt for, me, j C | 
are they not yet arrived ? . a Man, whoſe Mit- 
fortunes ſo; Aenſibly, affocted the greateſt, the 
nobleſt, the moſt generous, and the moſt deyout 
Soul in the World, cannot be deſtitute of Hope, 
when ſuch à Soul bas ſo large a Field to difplay 
its. Power in; blue Ribbon, a Polt near the, | 


King's Perſon, vacant Abbeys; I don't mention 


the Archbiſhaprick, a Charge requiring Quali- , 11 1 þ 
hcatians. ſuperior to any in me. I don tlay, 1 
Madam, that if the Lifts were open'd tothe oj 2! 
Diſputants, a and Rival hip took Place as in the x i: js 
Countries where the Council of Trent is received, 4 
the Competitors would not diſcourage me. The 1 # } 
retired Life which my bad Fortune made me 1470 
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223 „ 
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lead in my Mouth, allowed me to beſtow more 400 
Time i in Study than ſome other Meyn. 1 think 1 J 
I hive ' ſufficiently | ſhewn my Diſintereſtcduels | 1 
and Want of Ambition, ſince, when 1 might | ih f 
haye revived again in me the Mortifications I re- 7 5 | 
ceived from. the 5 jog againſt his Inclination, T "0 
W þ 3G f 

* Archbiſhop of 11. and afterwards Archbiſhop "8 [ 
of Rheims and Cardinal, 1 


P $1758 % 
" : / : : | 
* [Sa 4 \ 
* A, 
— 1 
3 ; 
's is ] 
2 4. 
2 7 7 4 
LY ny - 
»x = uw 
* Fs 4 +.4 
is Fr : "IK. 


(25890, 


choſe rather to live retired in my Dloceſe: This, 


Madam, is what emboldens me to repreſent to 


you, that Rhums oſpecially dallstcfora Mans 
who, by his Learning and his fort Adherence 


to found Doctrine, may rephir the Miſchieſs 


formerly introduced, wateh and combat the 


riſing Errors, and maintain the good Regula- 


tions his Majeſty is endeavouring to eſtabliſſ. 


The Zeal you have always had againſt Innova- 
tions, ſhould be exerted in reſtraining them ſor 
cke future ; for I often ſigh and groan, Madam, 
at the Thoughts that the Chureh cannot always 
have the Props which God now gives her: I 
conſtantly pray for her Preſervation, and am, 
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LETTER ccm. 
From the ſame to the . 


Madam. | 
AM ſetting out for Rheims; tis in trouble- 


ſome Times that a Man ſhould be at his Poſt. 


Mena no Thanks for your Benefits: All my 


Gratitude for them cannot prevail on me to 
thank you for your exceſſive Kindneſs. I lived 
happy and tranquil; and now that eafy, agreea- 


ble Life is going to be ſucceeded-by,an Hydra of 


Affairs, a Multitude of Difficulties and Tra- 


verſes. I hope you will vouchſafs always to 
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honour me witli your Protection: But Fo Sand, 
in much'greater need of your Counſels, and c 

the Penetration of a Perſon animated by che 
Wiſdom of God. Vau'll permit me to bs 
Recourſe thereto upon Occaſion ;: I am too ſen- 
ſible of my Weakneſs, to take upon me ſo heavy 
a Burthen without ſuch Aſſiſtance. _ The Pope, 
notwithſtanding that Predilection ſo often boaſted 
of, has refuſed to grant me the leaſt Abatement 
on my Bulls: They are yet diſpatched-;; 
conſequently I may yet make another Puſh 
for it. A Letter from you, Madam, would 
give Weight to the Attempt: But if it ſhould "IS 
be ever ſo little inconvenient to you, I would wt 
think no more about it. | 1 vj þ 


LETTER CCLIV.* 1 
From the ſame to the ſame. i 
. g de Mailly is much ſurprized, Ma- | ol 
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dam, to find herſelf, without ſuſpecting it, | 21 
concerned in an Affair of Janſeniſm. I here give ES. 
you a plain Narrative of the Fact. A Linen- 1 1 
Draper, who has long ſerved the Duke of Bur- b 7 |: 
gundy, and whoſe Brother is a Carthuſian at WW | 
Haris, having heard that they were going to W 1 


Nat his Boe to another Houſe, came to re- 
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queſt Madam de Mailly to obtain a Billet from 
the Ducheſs of Burgundy, fignifying her Deſire 


that they Would Tet that Religious > TRmalg in his. 


Convent at Puri Madam 2/ Mali telling g the 
Linen-Dr; per that ſhe would not trouble the 
Princeſs about ſuch a trifling Matter, cut, of 
Compaſſion wrote the Billet herſelf, which ſhe 
directed to the Father Viſitor of the Monafger Jo 
This was nothing elſe but an Impolition, which 
it was difficult to Sur "Igainft," Father l; 
Tillich, whom I haveacquaints with this Affair 
which he had not before heard | of, promises me 
that he will not mention it t to the King; and 
on this Occaſion he related to ine how * AM. 

dame had been impoſed? ou In the ſame Man- 
ner, when the Ar Hdiſhdp"&* Rouen Was i 


nated, and that, at tlie Ragueff 'of Madam 4 


Maubuiſſin, ſhe had recommended to him two 

Eccleſiaſtics, Meſf. Cnet and Tan, for Em- 
ployment in his Dioceſe: Madame immed lately 
rejected them; when ſhe was made acquainted 
with their Characters. I ſhall go to-morrow to 


the Carthuſians Houſe to withdraw Madam & 
nn and ſo ny this Affair in 15855 


liv ion 


* Probably the Ducheſs of 3 T mo! 
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Me T 810 101 7 nie, Fan, hed 1714. 


DID not importune you his: our Ade 

was ſitting: I was ſenſible of the Uneaſineſs 
which your Zeal for Religion and the. good 
Cauſe gives you at this Juncture; and I could: 
do thing towards making you eaſier. I am 
now in a happier Situation: The * Bull will be 
accepted this Evening ; and if ſome. Prelates 
don't yet accept it in due Form, they talk in 


ſuch a Manner as gives room to hope they will 
join us after the paſtoral Inſtruction has been 


read. This Hope, Madam, gives me infinite 
Joy and Comfort. The Archbiſhop of Rouen 
has made us a Diſcourſe replete with Zeal and 
Picty, and very ſuitable to the Dignity of the 
Epiſcopal- Character. The Biſhop of Auxerre 


talked to us yeſterday in ſuch a Strain, that leaves 


no room to doubt of his coming this Day to ſuch 


a Concluſion as we wiſh for. In the Courſe of 
this important Affair the King has given us very 


eſſential Proofs of his Piety, Benignity and Wiſ- 


dom: The Aſſembly is thoroughly ſenſible of it, 


*The very ſame which the Parliaments and Clergy 
of France are ſtill at Dagger's.drawing about. 
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and all the Members gere to putqo cach he 
in the Encomiums on him. It was a great Hap. 
pineſs to have received the. King Orders from 
1o able a Miniſter AS M. Ve viſe n. All Things have 
worked for Good, and Good wilhcome oy it. ] 
ſincerely compliment you upon it; happy, if by 
the Share I have had in this Affair, I may have 
deſerved your Efteem, your Good-will, and 
your Protection. I have the Honour to be, with 
, Profound Reſpect, Sn 
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eee PAR OELVT. 


To the Marchioneſs de 


Feb. q, 1714. 

M* Reſolution has been taken long ago, 

and that is Silence and Prayer. I love the 
Cardinal, (NVoailles) but I hate his Qbſtinacy 
and deplore his Blindneſs. Tis I that begg'd 
for him the See of Haris: It is not ſurprizing 
that I ſhould be miſtaken ; I am but a Woman: 
But how came the Biſhop of Chartres, who 
adviſed me in that Choice, to be miſtaken ? 
Tell him that I can no longer ſee him ; and 
pray to God to give Peace to his Church. 
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From Card: / al Gualterio to Madam de 
r 3 
4 * > FU 4 izle. 
EN ſhall I, - Madam, have the Happi- 
nels of returning to Franc“? I am impa- 
tient to throw my ſelf once more at his Majeſty's 
Feet, if he will pleaſe to permit it. It is ex- 
actly a Vear ſince I had the Honour to wait on 


the King at arli, and to aſſure you of my 


Reſpects: The Remembrance of it is pleaſing to 
me, though at the ſame Time it makes me more 


ſenſibly feel my Abſence and the Difference | 


there is between this Country and France. 


TY 
I. E T T ER CCLVIII. 


From the Duke du Maine to the fame. 


Auguſt 3, 1714. 

J 7 bank you, kind Mamma, for what the 

King has juſt done for me : He has been 
obeyed Without any Contradiction. Now my 
Rank is fixed, thanks to his Kindneſs and 
yours. I wiſh the Precautions his Majeſty hag 
taken in Favour of me may prove needleſs. 
The Count de Toulouze receives this Increaſe 
of Glory and Honour with a Fortitude and a 
Kind of Inſenſibility that render him very wor- 


thy of it. | 
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"LE T T E R CLIX Y 

To 0 Madan de Fantadour. x | 7 

| 0e. 29,1714 
"HE King bas wh me, to a0quaint - you, 
Madam, that he has received your Letter 
with Pleaſure : He gives you a ſtrong Proof of 
Confidence in committing to your Care the moſt 
valuable Thing that He and France have to be- 
ſtow. You'll ſay that you muſt pay dear for it: 


I agree with you in this; you muſt bid adieu to 


Repoſe, and comfort yourſel with the finc 
Side of the Employment. Be not ſurprized at 
my being ſo ſeldom in Company: I hide my- 
ſelf as much as I can, aſhamed of living fo 
long: I am weary. of ſnewing a Face wither'd 

by old Age, which ſhould no longer be ſeen, 


My great Expetience induces me to think it 

needleſs to be in haſte to make Children learn 
any thing that goes in the leaſt againſt the 
| grain ; and ſince you abſolutely inſiſt upon my 


giving you ſome Advice, I will do it, provided 
you keep it ſecret. As we can never have too 
much Reaſon and Virtue, ſo I think you cannot 
begin too early with him on theſe Heads, [ 


would have the * young Prince trained up by 


The pre nt King of France. 
flow 


flow D 
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( 265 ) 

dow Degrees to Secrecy z accuſtom him never 
to tell again what he has been entruſted with; 
inſtil into him Sentiments of Humanity; let 
him never ſee any Examples of the leaſt Deceit; 
let him be fair and candid at Play, and make 
him take Delight in obliging and doing Service. 
This is cor my dear Ducheſs, 


LETTER CCLX. 


From the Cardinal de Rohan to Madam de 


. 
4 o 


Maintenon. 


v b 37 % Mek. 23, 1714. 
F. pſd H * R. Moſler has acquitted himſelf 

Hof the Commiſſion, Madam, but has found 
the Cardinal de Neailles more difficult about 
executing than projecting; nevertheleſs, he ſtill 
hopes. For my part, who deſire more than any 
Man a good Accommodation, I have been taught 
by cruel Experience not to give myſelf up to 
Hopes: However, as it luckily happens on this 
Occation, Hope makes no Alteration in the 
Courle thet has been taken. 
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. From he Jan's he ame: 19097) 


KEE Paris, Dec. 25, 1714. 
. very dearly purchaſe, adam, the 


Pleaſure of ſending you the News of a Turn 


in the Cardinal de Noailles; but, unhappily, we 
are not yet arrived at that. Father 1afſilln 
has ſeen him again, and I have ſeen Father 
Maſſillon fince. I have delivered to him the In- 
ſtrument of Acceptation; he approved of it, and 


promiſed to preſent it to H. de Noailles: He 


Mewed me another which he had drawn up; 
but. the Biſhops of Meaux and Blois made ſome 
Objections to it. I ſend you Copies. of both: 
You know. that they imply fuch an Authentic 
Act on the Part of his Holineſs, as may make 
the Cardinal de Noailles eaſy in regard to his 
Fears and Scruples: Tis the firſt Thing that 


A. Amelot is to manage at Rome. 


LETTER Cel XII., 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Saturday, 171 5. 
Have the honour to ſend you, Madam, the 


Draught of a Declaration that is to precede 


the calling of a Council of the National Clergy: 
It 
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Ic was not agreed upon till laſt Night. The 
firſt Preſident of the Parliament, and the Attorney 
General are ſent ſor, in order to its being com- 
municated to them.. This Step is become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, ſeing the Court of .Rome does 
not help us out; This is ſetting in earneſt about 5 
a Work that grieves me exceſſively, and may 1 
carry us to Extremities, which I cannot think 


of, without great Uncaſineſs. God ſend us i 
Help! | 1 
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LE * TER: M Fi 
From the 7 to the ſame. 5 bk 
11 | March 20, 1715. oy. 
I T i is very true, Madam, that you have often | ' 
been of Service in diſcourſing with Men: 1 5 
experience it in the Correſpondence you permit 
me to hold with you: Your laſt Letters have 15 
given me great Comfort, freſh Vigour, and an 
Encreaſe of Zeal; at this very Inftant I feel more 
than ever, a Readineſs to do any Thing to ſerve 
Religion, the King, and the State. As I will 
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ſend you the Memorial I intend to preſent to the Hy 
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Mex norial for the King. 


S py "i * * 


Thougk- my Confidence in your Majeſty's 
Goodneſs," Equals" my Neſpact für Your ſacred 
Perſon, I. feel an extreme Timidity, when I am 
to zſł any Ching for myſelfio N Attachment 
ta you, Sire, is ſo perfect, that there is not 
zny thing I would not ſactiſibè tothe Fear 
&t ditplcaſing you; and theugbemy Wants are 
real; and the Opportunity af gratifying, them 
migular, by the Vacancy of regular Abheys, 1 
had rather renounce all Hopes, than expoſe my 
elf to make a Petition that might be diſagreable 
10 yo. Your Majeſty perhaps wonde ws hear 
mei talk of Wants; and, Yet. nathing is; more 
trud. I have laid open my! GixgumBiances, tp 
Father /e Teller; he knows what -thoſe Wants 
are, and what has been the Cauſe! of them: He 
is able to give your Majeſty an Account of them. 
When informed of the State of my Affaip, 
Fowl give what Orders you think canyenicnt; 
and vu may be certain at. ſuch Subamtlion. on 
ys Party” as. will not ſuffer me. to harbour) the 
leaſt Regret, or wiſh coutrary to Want e 
Miealone- n 318 sp ifluf bn nolgs A 15013 v: 
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LETTER. CCLXIV.. 


: erm hedges 40 the lame. Nan! 

L nodw Wibimi 1 aneh, wks { 
TH E''Biſhop of Meauæ, by all Appearances» 
will ſoon be made a Cardinal. May he not 
receive ſome Marks of the King's Benevolence, 
which, by enabling him to ſupport his new 
Dignityy may at the ſame Time keep his Ene- 
mies i Awe Þ fend you the Memorial which 
I have delivered to the Nuntio It will ſhew:you, 
Madam, that in preſerving the Reſpect due to 
the Holy See, and in ſtudying the Good of the 
Church, I ſtrenusuſly maintain our Liberties; 
chat I ſpeakvas boldly in favour of the Cardin 
de Noailles as he himſelf could do; and that in 
propoſing to hold a Council, witliout admitting 
to it any Legates from the Pope, we ſtill keep 
the Door open to thoſe who have departed from 
us To this Letter I ſubjoĩn a Piece containing 
the Preliminaries, which M. Thiberg# has pro- 
poſed to us, in the Name of the Cardinal de 
Meaillos, and our Anſwer thereto. You'll per- 
cieve that Reaſon and Juſtice are on our Side, 
and that the other Party ſtill entertain Diſtruſts 
3 that do us a great deal of Harm. 
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LETTER CCLXV. 
Ta the Ducheſs af Vantadour. 


June 16, 1715. 
NY one that ſhould ſee your Letter, would 
rather admire the Receiver than the Giver 
of Advice: It is more common to -know how 
to diſcourſe, than to receive with Calmneſs and 
Humility what is ſaid to us, as you do, eſpe- 
cally, Madam, being above me in Rank. But 
I have one Thing more to tell you: If you fol- 


low my Notions, your Method of Education 


will not be conſpicuous; all the Merit will be 
for future Times, and nothing of it be apparent 
For the preſent. The late Dauphin, at five or 
{ix Years old, underſtood a thouſand Latin 
Words, and not one when he became his own 
Maſter. But there's enough on this Head. 


Adieu, my dear Ducheſs; let us think of our 
Salvation, and be always prepared for our De- 


parture : Death comes at any Age. We have 
joſt twelve little Girls at St. Cyr : They die like 
Angels, and go to form our Community in 


Heaven. May God lead thither that of Marli! 
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LETDER? CCLAVI. 


* 4 55 Marchionefs'= 
= Or, Sept. 3, 1215. 
7H AT a Loſs have we met with! No- 
thing now remains but to ſubmit to Pro- 
vidence. The King has died the Death of the 
Righteaus, and, as the wiſe Man ſays, full of 
Days. I. thall not long ſurvive bim: Whaf 
Pleaſure can. I, from henceforth find in this 
World? and hay can I behold the Proſpect of 
the Calamities that threaten the Kingdom? My 
Heart longs, to meet in Heaven that noble and 
pure Soul, with which. it has been ſo long 
occupied 2 ſatisfied; for I ſhould look upon 
it as a great Crime in me, to heſitate a Mo- 
ment whether God has been merciful to him. 
Let us think of following bim: Happy, if we 
perform that terrible Paſſage with a Part only 
of his Fortitude, 1 beg you would get ſeventy 
three Maſſes ſaid at the Church of the Helr 
Ghoſt, 
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* „ * W „ * X X "On the Evenin 


of our Return from Mar * the King was ſo 
weak, it was with Difficulty he crept from his 
Cloſer to his 'praying-Deſk, _ Two Days aftey 


he appeared to me ſo far ſpent, that Ino longer 


[GBubted of his Death : 1 talked to him. of God; 

he readily liſtened to me, and put me ſeyeral 
times upon the ſame Topic. The 2 3d, 1 enter- 
Bined fome Hopes; he eat and flept ; ang the 
next Day difpatched ſome Bufinefs [With AM. 
Hoifin. But whether Application Had fatigued 
him, or his Diſtemper was come to a Criſis, 
he fainted away, I was greatly alarmed at it, 
but kept myſelf in as good Decorum as poffible: 
When recovered from his fainting, I. propoſed 
to him to receive the Sacraments; to Which he 
anſwered, «© * Tis rather too ſoon, I find my „elf 
© well enough.” T replied to him, that at all 
times it was a wiſe Precaution; that we "eoule* 
never be too early in beſeeching God to pardon 


our Offences. Putting him in mind of ſome f 


his Actions, which I had been E ye MWittrel of, 5 
he ſaid to me, * Yeu, do me a Piece of Service, 
cI 


© Ith 
I uſed 
Forti 
Care 
as I 
for 4 


bout 


me; 
Mar! 
c Co! 
c the! 
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I thank you for it.” He confeſſed himſelf; and 
I uſed my utmoſt Endeayours to put on that 
Fortitude Vol much admired in him: My chief 
Care was to refrain from weeping; and as often 
as | felt the I gars ready to drop, I withdrew 
for a Möôwent. He called for his Caſket, : I 
brought it to him, and he ſearched it before 
me; finding ſome Liſts of the Journeys to 
Marli, "Theſe, ſaid he, are Papers of very little 
2 Conſeguence; no bad Uſe can be made of 
5 them ; 3 then taking up another Paper, he 
added, c Let u us burn this, it might occaſion 
great Hatred and Strife between thoſe. two 

c Miniſters,” . He found a Chaplet, which he 
929 * me, fayi gs * 0 Carry it about you, not as 
a Relique,, þ wt: to keep. me always in Res 

J 5 The Cardinal de Roban r 
bim. the Viaticum; after which, he ſaid, 1 
. haye lived a great many Tears, but very few 
c of them have been ſpent in God's Service. 
Hy, ſent. for the Royal Family, and ſaid to them, 
c 4 recommend Peace and Unity to eu. The 
25th, L though he had no Fever, he , wasvex- 
ceſively thirſty : I gave him Drink. three times. 
A. Fagen, no longer, doubted that the Gangrene 
WAS 15 got into, his Legs. he whiſpered me that ijit 
hag penetrated, tothe Bone, and that chert were 
eker ; I paſſed, the Night by his Bed 
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ide, and talkedawith him about his ſpiritual Con: 
cerns; He told me that he had but three Things 


to reproach! himſelf with, and that God's Mer- 


cies ere {ti} greater than his Sins. The next Day 


Aarechal made two Incifions' with Lancet; 
the King felt nothing, but fainted away. The 


cerned, conſulted about cutting off his Leg; 
M. Fagon would not propoſe it to him; I took 


Do you think to ſave my Life by it? Mare- 
ebal anſ\ wered, that there was but little Proba- 
bility of it: If ſo, faid the King, it is need- 
leſs to put me to any Pain.“ After which, 


turning to the other Side, where the Marſhal 


d Villeroy Rood, he reached out his Hand to 
him, and ſaid, Adieu my Friend, we muſt 
part. The Cardinal de Rohan' and Father Le 
Telher came in; he had a long Conference with 
them; I withdrew- to give free Vent to my 


Phyſicians ſeeing him ſo reſolute and uncon- 


upon me to do ſo; upon which he ſaid to them, 


Tears, and J heard only theſe Words upon en- 


tering the Room again, © You'll anſwer for it 
© before God.” The 27th, he bid the Princes 
draw near him: He recommended the Dauphin 
to the Duke of Qrlzans, and faid to the Duke 
d Maine, Take Care of his Education; be 


as ſtrongly attached to him us you æ have been 


Fe then deſired the Duke of Bourbon 


and 


to me. 
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and che Prince of Conti not to imitate their Fa- 


thers. The Dauphin baving drawn near; he 


gave him his Bleffing, and ſaid to him, My 


Son; yo are going to be a great King; 3 be al- 
- ways a good Chriſtian ; don't follow: my Ex 
„ ample in regard to War; endeavour to live 


in Peace with your Neighbours: Render to 


God what you oe to him; follow always the 
moſt moderate Counſels; endeavour to reduce 


the Laxes, and do that which I unhappily 


* have not been able to do.“ The Dauphin 
having withdrawn,. he ordered him to be cal - 
led in again, embraced him with Tears in his 
| Eyes, and added, Take notice, my Son, of 


© what. I have been ſaying to you, as my 


aſt Precepts; and let theſe Counſels ſink deep 
© into your Mind. Remember that Kings die 
„like other Men.“ He bid me adieu three 
cimes: The firſt time, he aſſured me, that he 
regretted nothing but parting from me; but, 
added he, with a Sigh, we ſhall ſoon meet again: 
L entreated him to turn his Thoughts towards 
God only. The ſecond time he aſked my Par- 
don for not having lived with me ſo well as he 
auglit, and for not having made me happy but 
ihat he had always loved and eſteemed me: Hg 
de ſited at to take notice whether, the Atzen- 
darts did mot liſten: However, added he, no- 
5 body 
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bedywuilleeder be ſurprized that Iglve tb 
Tenderneſs with you.“ At the thitd Adieu he 
ſaiss to me, What will become of you? 
ydu are left deſtitute.“ I erhörtell him to 
mind nothing büt God; but' reféctingcafter“ 
wards, that I could not telk howi the Prices 
might treat me, T deſired him to recommend 
me to the Duke of Orleans. He actordivigly 
called the Duke, and ſaid to him, My Nephew, | 
I recommend Madam d Maintenon tb your 
Care: Vou know what Eſtesm and Regard 
I Have always had for her; ffie ever gave ine 
any but good Counſels, and I fepent my not 
2 having always followed them * She has been 
- uſeful to me in all Reſpects, and chiefly In“ 
* turning me to God, and. Jabourzng, fox my 


© Salvation. Grant her whatever The miy af 
© you, whether it be for herſelf, or for her Re- 
© latiuns ard Friends; fhe'll not make an Abuſe 
of ft: Ler her apply directly t6 yoùrſelf.“ The“ 
zoth, he ſald to me, You muſt needs have a 
c great Beal of Courage to be always preſent at 


I ſuchꝭ & Spectacle? When I found he had 


tot all Senſe, and that I could be 6f no farther 
Service to him, being no longer able to ſtifle} 
my Grief, I reſolved to retire td ihis- Place} 
agg in order. to, avoid the People's Reich 
the Road, that I might not be known, I de- 
65259 | fired 


1 


firedt} 
and £9! 
puNge: 
a Chri 
Tbing 
that I 
Childs 
munit 
of the 
Tears 
are he 


fired; the Marſhal Villeroy to lend me; his Goacbhs d 
and told him at parting, that, my Aſfflictien was!” 
pungent, yet calm; that the King's Death qyag ia 
a Chriſtian (Neath,z.that I had never begg d any; » 
Tbing of, God Hut; his eternal Happinęeſo, Abdi cn 
that IS, going eto ſhut myſelf,up With my 
Children At my Arrival I found the Com- 
munity aſſembled to receive me, and at the Sight 
of the young Ladies I could not refrain from 
Tears: Behold how. many. fatherleſs Children 
are heres] ſaid Ito che Archbiſhop, of Nauen and 
the Bilbop of Chargres, who would abſolutely : 
wait upon: me to my: Chamber! From all: that 
I have boon 1 hn 7 OS an, ka, 
# 22 is oanting. 520.31 f. : n 8 : 
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St. Cyr, Sept. 75 1715.7 


524545456 


* N $ 54 * *The“ Prinee told 
me, as he entered my Apartment, that he Was 
come to give me Aſſurandes of all the Regard I 
could deſire. I was going to return him Fhanks, 
but he interrupted me, ſaying, that he did no- 
thingi but his Duty, and that I knew what had 
"I The'Duke of olan, Regent! of the he Kingdom: 
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Heen preſeribed to him. 1 anſwered im? that I 
perceived: with extreme Pleaſure, by, the Vit 
he made me, the Reſpect he preſerved | for the. 
late King,. That Reaſon, replied. be, 85 would 
engt let me fail to pay vou a Viſit; beſides: 


5 Which, 3 Pay it on account. of the Eſteem, 1 
have for you; and I, have taken Meaſures, for, 
conſerving to you what the King allowed you 
* put of the Coffer I. made anſwer, that I did 
not deſire ſuch à Sum, and thatoit was too 
much, conſidering what a Condition the Fi- 
nances were in. It is a Frifle, replied he; it 
is true, however, that the Finances are ex- 
tremely diſordered.” I told him I would em- 
ploy that Sum in good Works, and getting 
Prayers ſaid for him. have great need of 
them, anſwered he, I begin to feel the Bur- 
© then that is laid on me.” I aſſured him that 
he would find it heavier hereafter. * I have, ſaid 
he, no other Object in View than to deliver 
c up to the young King his Kingdom in A bet-, 
tex Condition, than I have received i it, and after; 
c, ſurrendering him the regal Authority, epjay, 
© the Tranquility, and Honour 1 ſhall have, agr- 
© quired.“ This Deſign, ſaid I, is much Wor- 
thier of yourſelf, than that of reigning, which! 
ſome People charge you with. Had I the. 
5 * to loſe the: young Kingy 2opliedt 


he 


he, 


© gage 


him, 1 
f pread 
has m 
Mank 
confin 
nefact! 
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(62799) 
© he, could I reign in Peace? Should I not be en 
c gaged i in a War with Spain? No, ſaid 1 to 
him, I wi | never believe all the Reports that are 
ſpread to your Prejudice : : My long Experience, 
has made me acquainted with the Malice of” 
Mankind: 'T have nothing elſe to do now but 


confine myſelf within the Obligation of the Be- 


nefaction which you give me Aſſurances of 


* * * #* [ engage upon Honour to break 


off all Correſpondence with Spain. I ſhall lay 


aſide all Thoughts of publie Affairs, and content 


myſelf with praying for the Proſperity of France. 


He made me again all Sorts of Proteſtations of 


his Kindneſs to me and to St. Oy, and deſired 
that 1 would always apply directly to himſelf. 
Then he called for the Ladies of the Commu- 
ity and thus addreſſed them; „Ladies, I have 

« ſent for you, to aſſure, you of the Protection 
« you'll always meet with from me: The King 
* recommended you to me, and that is ſufficient : 
I am no Stranger to the Merit of a Houſe 0. 
« uſeful to all the N obleſſe : You may addreſs 


«yourſelves to me whenever you ſee occaſion : : 


] am come to aſſure you of it in Perſon, and 
to commend myſelf to your Prayers, that God 
may give me Seen to bear the terrible Bur- 
then laid on me. Madame came alſo to viſit 


me towards Evening, and gave me notice of the 


iatended Viſits of the Ducheſs of Berry, and the 


 Dachew of Orleans, for which J ſent them niy 
5 | Thanks, 
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Thanks, with a Requeſt; not to come, that 1 


might indulge my Grief in Solitude. 
) 8 3-4 8 £ 5 (2: 


LETTER: '©'S MIX. 


. 


r of Maintenon, 

Sept. 8901 15h! 
NE but God er; us fbr what he 
has deprived us of. I am no longer to be 
depended upon; I can be of no farther Service: 
I ſhall no more ſtir: out: of St. Gr. Pray to 
God to bleſs my Retirement, which is to be 


<= * 


a Preparation for Death. SYEN 1 Inis 1 


«iid Nee 
To the Princeſs, des e M 119 
1 15 491314}. 3Q 02. itis 4 Feb 
4 muſt humble Gute 15 
der the mighty Hand that has ſmitten 
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us. I heartily wiſh that your Situation'w 
happy as mine. I have ſeen the King dene 
a Saint and 4 Hero. I have quitted the Worlq, 
for: which I had no Reliſn: I am in the nb 
agreeable Retirement, and in all Places hall 


tr be your's, ff. | 
ever be your's, fs WE Ow conjghs! 
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LETTER CCLXXt. 
LI. Fagon. 12 
01901: e el. 7 18, 1715. 

HMMEibeen told, Sir, that you have retired 


to the * King's Garden: Nothing is more 


ſuĩtable; I hope you'll find Reſt there. I con- 
jure you to live from henceforth only for your- 


ſelf! and to enjoy the Company of the honeſteſt 
Man, whemyou find in your Son. My Retreat 
is very pleaſant : I have ſeen the King die like 


a Saint, which is the Thing I had always 
wiſhed for. T'have forſaken the World, which, 
you know, Frdid\. hot love. My Life will be 
ſhort : I, 5 think [ am to be ee It is 


*& 6K. A 


„K ET 1 ape cl xn 


T's M. d' Aubigne, . Archbiſhop of Kano.” $ 
{Y-Lord, Tam apprehenſive of Pride when 
I recollect all the Bleſſings Gad has beſtowed 

on me; and Iddread Ingratitude, in not acknow- | 

ledging, with Thouſands of Thanks, the Hand 


that ſupports me, and renders me almoſt inſen- 
ible of "6 Loſs and of my Fall. Don't write 


* 'A Houſe and Garden in Paris, maintained by 
the Government, where Lectures are made gratis in 
Botany, Anatomy, Oc. 
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to me without dropping in ſome Exhertation : 
That's your Province, and tis wy Duty to give 
you an attentive Hearing. 88 


XIII. 


L 4 F * 


LE FT ER QOH 
| '0 Madam de Caylus. 
Sept. 33, 1715. 
HERE. is always. ſomething to be got by 
removing: I have, amaſſed. more Riches 


than I thought myſelf Miftreſs of. You'll 


receive a black Bag, in which ſome of the Things 


may be acceptable to your Children : I have 
added to. it two little Trunks which you'll ſet a 


great Value on. As I always tack a little Avarice 
to my Liberalities, make} me a Preſent. of a 


Silver Bell, to lie upon my Table. However 
I may have been accuſtom' d to good Attendance, 
Inever was ſo expeditiouſly ſerved as I am here; 
and yet I foreſee the Bell will be uſeful to me. 
Lam in a delightful Retreat. a 


LETTER CCLXXIV. 


To. the fame. i 
A 1 Oclob. 7, 1718. 
COME and ſce me, but come without At- 
tendants and without Noiſe. It is very 
happy for me that I can end my Days in ſo 
e charming. 


charmi 
Seven, 


at the 
deſired 


ceive 


feſſed, 
It is n 
me to 
with a 


nough 
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charming a Retreat, I riſe at Six, go Maſs at 
Seven, and fometimes aſſiſt at the Exerciſes and 


at the Recreations of the Ladies, whom I have 


deſired to give me Notice hen they ſhall per- 
ccive me beginning to dote. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, that it is very honourable to live long: 
It is now thought no leſs than an Elogium on 


me to ſay, She yet reaſons well ; She flill writes 


with a Ready Hand. This 1s great Praiſe ; e- 
nough, indeed, to encourage Self- love! 


ſy 2 J 


1 0 r CCLXXV. 
To the ſame. | 


A AA RY; Nov. 10, 1518. T 

15 AM. very FOR is not devout; a 
very honeſt Man is not far removed from 
God 3 he need only take him for the Object 
and the End of all his Actions; it is not at all 


neceſſary to be for ever at Church. For the reſt, 
I think you extremely happy in having ſueh 


good Company in the Perſon of a Son that loves 
you tenderly. I have been told you were very 


melancholy : Shake it off, my dear Niece ; Sor- 
row is neither good for this World, nor for 
the next. I have ſeen the Duke de Noailles, and 
I-have'defired him, and very ſincerely too, not 
be in chaſte to pay me another Viſit ; for Viſits 
do me much Harm, in putting me in mind of 

what 
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what I am endeavouring to forget + They bring 
back tome all the Bitterneſs of the Court. Our 


Cardinal, who is ng longer ours, is no more to 
be itied than we. Adieu. 
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189 1 8 unten 57 1715. : 
1 Have ſeen the Maflas "2B \Blleroy > He is 
more dejected than ever, und much to be pi- 
tied, having nothing that can afford him Com- 
fort: God will, perhaps, touch 'Kis Heart by 
Crofles and Misfortunes. The Small- pox is 
rife here; I ſhall be as ſolitary as 1 deſire. E 
often pretend Buſineſs} in order t Thit myſelf 
up; 1 write, I weep," I make up Puequets, and 
ſeek Occupation. | I had ithe Courage ſomè Days 
ago to look again at the ues which the 
King carried about him: Vour Attachment to 
his Perſon and your Piety induce me to believe, 
that you will not be ſorry to have ſome of thoſe 
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* 1 


LE T T. ER CCI XXVII. 
o on 21 2100 the ſame.” ce dans | 0 


ag I, 1716. 


A pod. Day and a happy New Year to you, 
my dear Niece : I with you an Encreaſe of 


Piety, „Unt and Health, which I 
take to be the greateft Bleſſings. I am in Fear 
for the Duke Haine; his great Demerit is J 
have been too much beloved by the King. 

could more eaſily bear the Ingratitude of ſons 
and the F orgetfulneſs of others, than the Friend- 
ſhip which certain Folks expreſs; and that Prince 
redoubles, his, for me; ſo that, by intereſting! 
myſelf in the Cenberna of a certain Number of 
Perſons, I find myſelf always ready to ſhare in 
their Afflictions without partaking their Plea- 
ſures. The Archbiſhop of Rouen has given me 
an Account of his Troubles : They daily inſult 
him, by telling him, that we muſt. no longer 
build upon what was done hy the King: Yet 


I defy them all to take a wiſer Step. God be 
praiſed! 
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LETTER. CCL XXVII. 
From Mademoiſelle d' Aumale to Madam 
de 8 bly 


Jan, 13, 1716. 

T H £ Bae 42 Maine is pulhed to Extremi- 

ties : You know what his Crime i is: They 
counterfeit an Apprehenſion of ſome deſperate 
Step. M. d Argen ſon is recompenſed. J tell 
you again, it would be right to ſpend your, lei- 
fure Hours in writing your Life : It will be 
read with Pleaſure, and be very. edifying : A 
Conſcience, ſo tender as your's, ought to look 
upon it as a Duty to prevent the Fallities which 
Hiſtorians, taking their Information from, ; Your 
Enemies, will throw out concerning you; for 
the pureſt Virtue is no Security againſt | Ca- 
lumny and Credulity. 'Tis the Opinion of the 
Archbiſhop ; 'tis the Opinion of the Marſhal 3 
'tis mine, and conſequently the Voice of the 
moſt faithful Attachment, 
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LETTER CCLXXIX. 


"Ip ere N d' Aumale. 


pW oh »L Jun. 18, 1716. 
1 Would willingly: givvily God, by making 


known all that he has done for me, but it's 
impoſſible: I have burnt all the Materfals, . and 
am now, perhaps happily, incapable: of proving 
any thing. My Life abounding with Effects of 
Providence, would indeed be agreeable to thoſe 
that love God, but totally inſipid to ſuch as 
would expect Intrigues and publick Events in 
it, and then find themſelves diſappointed. Such 
a Life is not made for this Age: Would it be 
believed, that in the Time of Splendor and 
Credit I never thought of myſelf, and was, in 
high Favour only for the Cood of others: That, 
when I thought my, ſelf obliged to it, I have 
given Counſel againſt a Friend, and begg'd a 
Favour for an Enemy? And if the World would 
believe it, what Amuſement could they, that 
love Books of Entertainment only, find in 


peruſing ſuch Things? I look upon my Life as 


2 Miracle, when I reflect, that I was born im- 
patient, and that the King never percieved it, 


though I often found myſelf wound up to the 


higheſt Pitch and ready to quit all: I was born 
of an open, ingenuous Diſpoſition, and have 
been for ever obliged to diſſemble. During 
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my firſt Years of Favour, I was exceſſively net. 
tled when the King did not grant me all that ! 
aſked him for my Relations ; my Cuſtom was to 
weep when alone; as ſoon x as, the King, entered 
the Chamber my Countenance cleared up, and 
he thought me very well pleaſed. My Deſign, 
from the Beginning, was to reſcue him out of 
the Hands of Women, and then give him to 
God. It would have been impoſſible to have 


ſucceeded in this without extreme Complai- 


ſance. God alone knows all T went through; 
I was at Court, in order to ſanctify the King, 
and to ſuffer, when he ran counter to me. Judge 
then, whether the peruſal of all theſe Things 
would prove an Amuſement : I ſhall not write 
my Life, ſince I ought not to conceal the Work- 
ings of God, and (once more I repeat it) I will 
not tell every thing. 


LETTER CCEXXX. 
To Madam de Caylus. 
CULT, | ” TA, x, 1716. 
WHAT a Misfortune, my dear Niece, is it 
to be concerned for the public Good! But 
does Retirement make change in us? The Mar- 
ſhal de Villeroy has wrote to me in a Stile more 
tragic than that of Racine, nay, more than that 
of Longe-Plerre. 7 hope my Penſion will be 
paid; 


paidy,” However, be not uneaſy about me; Why 
_y 197 8 to keep me from ſtarvin 98; 15 


then, im + * Mailly is reduced to Beggary : 4 | 
Od 91 Af 1 11 17 it cordially, as devout 14 
Folks 1. fea” to do, 902 not with the ſame Un- 4 
| concern. The little Phraſe of Dangeau has 1 
pleaſed me. I haye no other Pleaſure now, than : l . 
that of keeping up a Correſpondence with Wi 
thoſe that loved the King: It coſts me ſome f 1 . 
Teats, ol, they ; are much more pleaſant than to Mb 
hear of the "Iogratitude of Courtiers. Adieu, | 8 
my dear iece ; live betimes like an old Wo- 7 
man as bi have done, and you'll live as A as 1 ; 
{ wa 
i $0343 IAG 1 | 0 1 
De E R CCLXXXT. kj 
. ' Fo” the ſame. 0 f 
March, 1716. i ] f 
HE Archbiſhop of Rouen is afflicted like Job, 9 | ö 
in Body and Mind, on account of the State 1 | 
| of Religion: He is inſulted and reviled by the 9 
Party. All the Prelates that ſtand up for the 7 
good Cauſe, are apprehenſive that the Cardinal | q 
de Rohan will deſert them. I ſhall pity Made- Mi 1 


moöfelle de, if ſhe loſes her Mother; but T 
carfhot pity thoſe who die. Don't increaſe your 
Eepenses; tis -nothing but Vanity that makes 
us 0. lt för ſo many Things: Even plenty of 
„„ HON O Neceſſaries 
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Neceſſaries holds within a narrow Compaſs. 
Get 1 me a black Robe; let it be made like a 
Sack; I can bear neither Plaits nor Girdle, I'm 
fo fell away. Within this Fortnight I am 
grown older by fifteen Years ; and yet M. Dan- 
geau has wrote me four Words in avery gallant 
Strain. It was a great while ſince J had heard 
any thing about my fine Eyes. ,I think myſelf 
happy in their being good enough | to write to 
you ſo frequently. | 


LETTER CCLXXXIL 
To the ſame. 


Sept. rk 

ESTERDAY was not ſpent ſo agreeably be- 
tween Madam Dangeau and I, as the pre- 
ceding Day: She entered into a long Ecclair- 
ciſſement about Janſeniſm ; moveviag to her 
there is no ſuch Thing as Janſeniſm ; *tis only 
a Pretext made uſe of to perſecute very honeſt 
People, whoſe Morals are irreproachable: The 
Contraſt between the Cardinals de Rohan and 
Noailles was not forgot: All thoſe Men, whom 
we call the ſound Party, were willing to pleafe 


the King for their own Intereſt, &c. Theſe 
are the Points that were amply and frankly dif- 


cuſſed on both Sides. Don't think this Diſpute 


has occaſioned the leaſt Coldneſs between us: T 
| | anſwered 
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1 6291) es 
anſwered her with great Calmneſs; and ſhe ex- 
preſſed fo much Tenderneſs for me, that it Was 
impoſſible not to be affected with it. I cannot 
conceive how ſhe ſhould have ſo great an Aﬀec- 
tion and Friendſhip for a Perſon like me, who 
can no longer excite any Paſſion, except thoſe 
of Pity, Diſguſt and Sorrow. You are warmer 
than I on the Article of Janſeniſm ; but I par- 
don you, for we ought to ſuffer every one to 
have his own Way of thinking : It is true, that 
Uniformity in Sentiments contributes much to 
increaſe Friendſhip ; but this is not in our 
Power. | 


I}, BETTER com. 
To the ſame. 


Nov. 4, 1716. 

you will hardly believe that I am a Sufferer 

by the Chamber of Juſtice ; yet it is true, 
for I am plagued with a Multitude of Petitioners, 
all begging Recommendations to the Duke de 
Noailles : 1 am ſo well perſuaded that all my Re- 
queſts would be politely heard, and neglected 
with Indifference, that I give every body a De- 


nial. The Duke du Maine avers, that that 


*Engliſoman has neither Honour, Religion, 
10944134 en . 
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nor Faith; chat bis Projects Was > xeievd, i the 
Parliament of Scotland., That Man and, Dubois 
are going to ruin France Alas. The King was 
thinking, a Month before. he died, of nothing 
but cafing the People, and enriching the State. 


LETTER CcLXXXIV. 
j; nin vl ona 
Neg. 17 16. 


HE Biſhop of # Fries haslpaid me a Viſit : 
The Affairs now on the Carpet are of fo 


different a Nature from thoſe of former Times, 
that I cannot ſay our Converſation was pleaſant; 
however, it is agreeable to converſe with him. 
The:Storics I hear make me fo: melancholy, that 


I could even return to America, did not my Age 


torbid it. How many extraordinary Things 


have L ſeen ! The Ducheſs of Burgundy obtained 


every. thing aby her Tears, and by ſuch Ways as 
would have; occaſioned the Fall of any other. 


Madam dv Monteſpan had fix Mice harneſitd to 
a little Coach of Filligrane, and ſuffered/ them 
to bite her fine Hands: She kept Pigs and Goats 
under painted and gilt Cielings: The King was 
Wont to few her to his, Miniſters a9 ba Child; 

1180 ſhe knew. the Secrets obutste⸗ ANN! Ane 
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Counſel, ſometimes' good, ſometimes bad, ac- 
cording as her Paſſions guided her: Adieu; 
you have great! Reafon to expect an irreconcile- 
able Hatted from tlie Party: They know what 
they have Toft in loſing you. I fancy the Papers 
found upon Father Quefnel are in the Hands of 
the Jeſuits: It was from them that the King re- 
ceived them by a few Sheets ata Time: I ſpent 
many Evenings in peruſing them. 


LETTER. cc XV. 


To the ſame. 
May 14, 1717. 

1 always be very cheerful; that r; 

what my Heart anſwers you: But Reaſon 
tells you, that far from multiplying your Vi- 
fits, you ought to forbear them to me, who 
ſhould now be forgotten, and made to forget 
every thing that does not ſuit me. I have 
thought more than once of the Removal of your 
Son the Chevalier. You know it is my Miſ- 
fortune to be no Stranger to the Senſations of a 
Mother: You have Mortifications : Jam much 
afraid the Remainder of our Lives will not prove 
more comfortable. We pay indeed for the Plea- 
: ſures and Giddineſs of Youth, Ifind, in reviewing 
my Life, that ſinee the Age of thirty-twoy which 
was the Beginning of my Fortune, I have not 
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been à Moment without ſome Unesfineſs, and 
that my Afflictions Rave always been upon tie 
Enereaſe. Adieu; 


( 294 )) 


J don't mind Telemachre, 


Next Wiedreſday we'll talk of the Czar, who 


ſeems to me tõ be a great Man, ever nee he 
has inquir'd after my Health. 


LETTER CCLXXXVI. 
To the Marchioneſs de 
i, . 
7 Plainly diſcern the Marſhal dz Yillercy's Cha- 
racer, in the Application he has made to the 


Duke of Orleans without letting you know any 


thing of it: He did the ſame for me at the 


1 
28 8 « 


Death of the Queen Mother + He begg'd of the 
King a Penſion, though he had ſcarcely ever 
poke to me. He has juſt wrote to me in a 
very tragic Stile on the Affairs of the Times' 
{ſhould be glad to be the third Perſon in Com- 
pany, when you are weeping with Madam de 
Chevreuſe Her Tears are very ſincere, and fhe 
has great Reaſon to mourn. How will M. 4 


Dangeau, who finds fault with nothing, get 


clear of the preſent State of the World ? God 
has highly favour'd you in giving you a Reliſh 


for Solitude; for you are very; Hits for the 


World, I mean the World that I Was formerly 
acquainted with. Pis not the only Bleſſing you 
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have received from him, and. I don't know any 
Body that owes him ſo many Acknowledgments: 
God grant that the Repreſentation of 4thaliah 
may produce ſome Converſions! I think it is the 
fineſt Piece I ever ſaw. I am ſurprized that the 
Cardinal de Noailles does not oppoſe its being 
acted by Comedians: You may well ſuppoſe 
that this is very ill reliſhed at Sr. Cyr. 


LETTER CCLXXXVII. 
To. Madam de Caylus. 


June I r, 1717 
FE ſent to inquire about your Health ; 


and this Moment a Meſſenger acquaints me, 

that the Czar intends to be here in the Afternobn, 

if I have no Objection to it. I did not dare to 
anſwer in the Negative; and I will wait for 
: him on my Bed: I know not whether we ought 
to receive him with Ceremony, nor whether 


he is for ſeeing the whole Houſe, * * 
,, @/% i OSS 
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He arrived at ſeven in the Evening; he ſat down 
by my Bed's-Side, and aſxed me by an Inter- 
preter whether I was ſick ? I ſaid that I was ; he 

| aſked what my Ailment might be; and I an- 

fwered, great Age and a pretty weak Conſtitu- 
tion. He knew not what to reply, and his In- 

YEN Q 4. terpreter 
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ferpreter ſeemed not to underſtand me, His 3H 
Viſit Was very ſhort ; he'cauſed the Curtain to oy 


be open'd at the Bed Feet, in order to have a OV 


Peep at me: You may well judge that it muſt LU 
have en him a _ deal of Satisfaction. 

310 1 gts yviamonixo MA | — 1 P 
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2 the ſame.” e OOO BS 
nb 1717. ER; 
1 Should be very forvy to be obliged to blet the HAY 
Cardinal de Rohan out of the Liſt of Ihe Per- #D 
ifons I eſteem :. It is already a very ffiort one. 1 5 | 
this 


- ſhall 'be much ſurprized, if the * Cardinal's 


+ Acceptance contents the Pope. 'Tis pity I ſhould bib 

5 improve my Mind ſo late ! I ſhould have ſpared 8 Th 
bi "myſelf great Trouble, had knoten every thing . 8 
| that Kings and Popes can db. Mechinks It 1s 4 
dangerous to remain where we are; teruporizin 2 wo 

will not do the Buſineſs : What has been done 8 

would redound to the Credit of our Biſhops, if Hee 

[ they made an End of the Work; and will b be SET 
q conſtrued 28 Weakneſs, if” they don't finiſh it. 14 
{ *Tis my Opinion perhaps the, Opinion of Aa 4 i 
Woman. i 15 : Reg 

& * Cardinal Noaittes;: who! ws A. (look Ting * $04 

Roles the Conſtitution PW | 5 * 5 
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AM 5 aſhamed that I have not here 5007 
the Contract of my Grand Father: I muſt 1 


— 
— 


needs have left it among the Writings of my 
Eſtate of Maintenon. It is ridiculous in me to 
bave always lived in that Careleſſneſs about 
Things that perſonally concern me. The Su- 
perior of Saint Gr, who is warmer than Ion 

this Head, has brought me to the Proofs ex- 
hibited for my Brother. They are as reſplendent 

as the Sun; but I look upon them as a Work 

of Flattery made for a Perſon in high Fayour. 
F have extracted nothing from it, but the Date 

of my Grand Father's Contract, which. is as 

follows. © Marriage Contract between Theedorg 

> Aggripa d Aubigne, Eſquire, Lord of Landes, 
| C Guillemer, and Chaillou, Equerry to the King 
. of Navarre, and Gentleman in ordinary of his 
Bed Chamber, Son of Jahn a Aubrgre, Lord 

of Nie, and of Dame Catherint de PEflansg, 

with Damoiſelle Suſanna de Lezay, Daughter 

Sof the Noble and Puiſſant Eord Ambroſe de 
« Lezay, and of Damoiſelle Rente de Fivonns. 
 Neverhad ſo much Trouble about my Nobleſſe, | 
Os 28 þ 
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as in copy itz all this. This Contract is of the 
"6th La 1583; received wu 0 Nokaty Se. 


"0G dba bit 
1 Never doubted of the Succeſs of this Affair, 
though my + Niece is very young. It 


would have been difficult for M. 4 Armagnac to 
have found more Riches and Support. The 


Survivorſhip, the Brevet of Retainer, the im- 
menſe Dowry, all put together, are rare Things 
in theſe Days. The Duke of Orleans has done 


more than the King himſelf would have done: 


At leaſt J durſt not have carried my Hopes ſo 
high. My Timidity has ſpoiled many Things, 
and my Diſcretion has often been the Cauſe of 
my doing Service by Halves. Had I known the 
full Extent of my Power, I might, perhaps, have 


made an Abuſe of i it; and had the King liſtened 


to me leſs, I ſhould, perhaps, have been more 
important. "The Biſhop of Frejus has wrote me 
'a congratulatory Letter, which does him {till 


more Honour than it gives me Pleaſure. I con- 


ceive how JT the' Cardinal muſt be: All 1 


+ Mademoiſelle de Noailtes; "IO of the 
Duke de Neai/les, and of Mademoſelle ds Aubigat ; 
married Prince Charles of Lorrain, Son of M. de 

Armagnac: She was not vet thirteen Vears- old: 


Affair 


Alli is his Werk. The Abbé «a Lorraine gs 
not the Man he wants. Formerly they. thought 
lo. In our Days the Houſes of the Grandees 
are like e. Sovereign Princes. I have ſeen 
the Birth of all theſe. Contradictions." 


ib E T"PER,” CENCE” 
To the ſame. 


8 © yd neither Forms of Juſtice nor Ties 


> oh. Blood are any longer regarded! ! The 
late King was. miſtaken, then, in fanſying Men 
were leſs wicked than they are! It was in order 
to prevent all that they are now doing againſt the 
Duke au Maine and the Count of Toviouze; that 
he matched their Siſters with the“ three 


Branches, He thought by that to ſecure their 


Rank, and attach them fox ever to the Tree of 
the Beur bons. What will the Ducheſs of Berry do? 
There would be no room to- heſitate, if ſhe 
was willing to, acquire Glory. To ſay that the 
Parliament acts in this Caſe only through Com- 
plaiſance or Fear, is groſiy impoſing upon the 
whole World. The Right of Succeſſion is too 
_ diſtant a Right; it was granted only in order 
the better to ſecure the Right of the legitimate 
Princes. In ſhort, that Petition is ſcandalous. 
| The Memorial of our Princes is very e 0 
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I don't ſee what Anſwer can be made to it; but 
ought I not to recollect, that! ndw-d-diys no- 
thing is done according to the. Rules of Reaſon 
and ee ? Bleſſed be God — will be done. 


* 


0 L E ＋ T E R. ccxeII. : 
1, To'the Marchioneſs de - 
1718. 


HEY ftill dwell upon Father le Tellier, as 
if every thing he did was a Crime. You, 
know I never liked him; yet I a am really, con- 


cerned to fee them lay Things to his Charge in 
' which he never had any hand. The ill- inclined 


make uſe of his Name, in order to render the 


ſaͤind Doctrine odious, and viliſy all the. 
Meaſures that have been taken to ſupport. its: 


The Reſolutions of the Afſembly 1 were very juſt, 


Every thing that weakens or invalidates them, 
tends to Schiſm and Rebellion, You knoy ;: 


tow many Perſons I have in that Party that are 
dear to me; judge then what a Mortification it, 
woiltd* be to protect what T took upon as a Rreat. 2 


2 187 181 
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LETTER coxcm! 
99285 "To the ſome. | wh i 


W H at you tell me concerning the Mar- 
ſhþ] Helles does not ſurprize me; but 
the Conduct of the“ C. de N. gives me a great 


deal of Uneaſineſs. That fixed Point, which 


he ſo often promiſed me, does not agree with 


his irreſolute Temper. But why did he de- 


ceive me? After baving tried every Expedient, 
he will perhaps r return) at laſt of his own accord 
to the only. one. that can reſtore Peace to the 
State and to the Church. We have ſeen one 
| another again with all the Demonſtrations of 
our former F riendſhip, without ſtifling in our 


Hearts the Complaints we ow'd each other for 


Intefruption”s J Sake. * like M. 4 Villars ex- 
ceedingly, for not concerning himfelf with theſe 


Iniquities; I could only wiſh that he did through 
Piety what he does out of Prudence. 1 
never Was more ſenſible of the Decay of my 


Senſetz: It gives me no uncaſineſs. What does | 
it ſignify, whether all Things be in order or 


Confuſion, when we have not above two Days 
to live ? 


The Cardinal de Neazlles, as we infer from the 
Contextland from other Letters. 
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LETTER CCXCIV. 


To the ſame. 

AM very forry to have no good News to tel! 

you of Mademoiſelle de Baſſigny - She iss till 
in the ſame Condition : I very. heartily com- 
miſerate it, and. am- concerned at all your 
Troubles. Offer them up to God, my dear 
Marchioneſs: He alone can make us amends for 
them, and at our Years it is, Time to be 
ſenſible of the Vanity and Emptineſs of human 
Things. M. de Villeroy would do better to quit 
— Country which he is not made for : He is 
too virtuous for it. He is much grieved, but 
has not Reſolution to break looſe, and comforts 
himſelf in his preſent Diſgrace by the Remem- 


brance of his paſt Credit. For my Part, I 
cannot in my whole Life recollect any Scenes of | 
Pleaſure ſo exquiſite as my preſent Afflictions are 


bitter; and all my Conſolation centers in the 
Expectation of that laſt Hour, which will ſoon 


come and put a Period to all my Joys and all V 


Sorrows. 
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LETTER - CCXCV, 
To the ſame. 


LI. theſe Diſorders rack me, and if God: 


does not make me lefs concerned at them, 


I ſhall not die of old Age. The Cardinal de Rohan 
has deceived me more than all the reſt: I an- 


ſwered for him to the late King, but he has 
doubtleſs forgot upon what Conditions. The 


Ducheſs du Maine writes to me in a diſmal 
Strain that excites Compaſſion: I receive no 
Intelligence from the Count of Toulouze. How- 
ever uneaſy I may be, I am very glad of that 
prudent Conduct. M. de Tefje has made me a 
Viſit. It is very melancholy to diſcourſe with 
ſuch Men as are fully ſenſible of their Miſery, 
and want F ortitude to extricate themſelves 
I ſhall write no more to you, for the Dead 
don't write, and I reckon my ſelf amongſt them. 

The Breath of Life is almoſt gone. It is high 
Time to die. Why ſhould I ſtay any longer in 
this World? I have nothing to do, and tis 


Buſineſs only that makes us fond of ſaying in it. 
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LETTER CCXCVI. 


To the ſome. 


FUAE Duke du Maine's: Misfortune grieves 
me more than it ſurprizes me. I am ſure 
he is innocent. God will avenge him. What 
ſtrange Things was I born to ſee! The late 
King foreſaw Part of them, and I made him 
eaſy about the reſt. He reckoned when he died, 
that his People would at. laſt enjoy the Tran- 
quility which his Labours had procured them. 
Iam aſhamed of ſending my Receipt to the Trea- 
ſury: I could wiſh to be under, no Obligation 
to C——b— J. Tis not his Eſteem for me, 
tis my great Age that ſcreens me from his per- 
ſecution and his Attempts. Would he were 
but ſenſible of all he owes me | pity t the poor 
Cardinal, and ſtill more in his Triumph than in 
his Diſgrace · There's no Religion left : How 
then do you expect any Juſtice ? 1 am gone to 
Bed, and hope never to rife out of it. What 
ſhould I do in this World? I have ſeen in It 
horrible Things enough : The Meaſure of In. 
n | 
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LET T ER CORTE 
7% be ſame. 

IF Me Afchbiſhep 'of Rhein had fefs'ZFal 
and Steadinefs, he would doubtlefs be hap- 
pier. Let us thank God there are yet Men in 
his Church, who cannot be brought to bend 
the Knee to the Grandees of the Earth This 
Schiſm cuts me to the Heart. What Pains did 
not the late | King take to make Peace in the 
Church ! All the Meaſures they are now takitis 
will plunge the Kingdom into the greateſt Ca- 
jamities. They are ruſhing upon Deſtruction; 
they 'Il percieve it, and endeavour to retreat, but 
they will not be able to do it; as they are not 
terrified on the Edge of the Precipice, it won't 
be in their Power to get out, when once fallen 
into it. The violent Conduct of Father Le 


* 1Mazlly, Archbiſhop of Arler, and afterwards of 
Rheims ; a great Stickler, for the ſound Doctrine, 
Brother of the Marqueſs Neſe, and of the Count 
de Maille, who had matried' Mademoifelle % Sr. 
Hermine, Niece, a la mode of Britunny af Madam u 
Maintenon, who had obtained him the See of, Rhein:. 
He had ſigned two Pieces, which the Parliament df 
Paris ordered to be burnt by the Hand of the com- 
mon Hangman. Mailly thanked God for it by a 
ſalemn Deum. God rewarded him. The Pope 
made. him a Cardinal, See Voltaire's Age of 
Louis XIV. Chap. 33. 
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Tellier is no Excuſe for theſe Proceedings: Zea) 
for the ſound Doctrine ought not to make us 
reſemble the Abettors of Error. I receive Com- 


pliment upon Compliment, but nothing aſ- 
ſuages my Grief. I am now thoroughly ſenfible» | 


that we are never-more attached. to this World, 
than when we are juſt ready to leave it. Pray 
to God to give me that Contempt of it, which 
fo well becomes a Perſon of my Age. 


LETTER CCXCVHIL. 
To Madam de Caylus, 


March 17, 1718. 
Greatly diſapprove of what has been done 
about the Letter of the Archbiſhop of Rheims. 


:I likewiſe find great Fault with the Regu- 
lation concerning the Troops, and take upon 


me to draw bad Conſequences from it. I never 
was fo much taken up with great Affairs: Tis 
well-timed indeed! Will our Biſhops do no- 
thing to revenge the Affront the Epiſcopal Or- 


der has juſt received? Solitude now appears 


very melancholy to me. The Remembrance 
of paſt Tins is Death to me; the preſent 


makes my Blood boil, and Futurity ſtagnates it. 


Lam no longer able to write; I am now capable 


Q- 


(307 )) 
of nothing but taking Reſt, which is a fad Oe- 
cupation. The Nun that lies over my Head is 
dying: They are actually giving her the Ex- 
treme Unction. Her Confeſſor, who is: alſo 
mine, ſtept in as he was going up to her Room. 


He came into my Chamber to reconnoitre his | 1 
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ADVERTISEMENT of the French Editor. 


Imagined the Reader would with Pleaſure 
peruſe the following Characters. They 
are not all drawn by Madam de Maintenon: 
Thoſe only of Turanne, Conte, Colbert, Lotevbis, 
Madam de Longucville, and the Duke of Orleans, 
belong to her: The reſt are by another Hand. 
I don't know th they have yet appeared in 
Print. They are Fragments of Memoirs which 
Madam de Maintenon, and one of her female 
Friends, had wrote on the Reign of Lows XIV. 
and on ſuch Events at Court as they had been 
Eye-Witneſſes of, Theſe Memoirs are yet ex- 
tant; and if a Copy of them can be procured, 
the Publication of them may be depended on. 
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The Prince of Conde, -- 


Ived and died like a Hero. He had the Phy- 
ſiognomy of an Eagle. In his Youth he 
was 2 Fop : Puring the Civil Wars he followed 
Gallantry only to compaſs political Ends. A 
weak F riend, but an open Enemy. It. is ſaid 
that in the Field of Battle he had a languiſhing 
Eye, He was too fiery to ſpare the Soldiers; 
yet humane, and much beloved by the Troops. 
He protected and debaſed the Parliament. His 
Diſgraces and Misfortunes always rendered hit 
more haughty; and yet he was inſolent in Pro- 
ſperity. Je deſpiſed the Coadjutor as ſincerely, 
on account of his Licentiouſneſs, as he hated 
Mazarin for getting him impriſoned. He ten- 
terly loved bis Son, and deteſted his Wife. In 
his Vengeance there is ſomething that diſguſts 
even thoſe who eſteem him. His aiming at the 
Crown of Paland did him Honour in Paris, and 


made him a little ridiculous at Court. The 


Conqueſt of Franche-Comte reinſtated him in 
the King's Favour, who ſaid in the Preſence of 
Barbeſieav and Villeroy, when he heard of his 
Death, I have I ft the greateſt Man in my _ 
dom, 
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Madam de la Valiere. 


[ HERE | is not a more amiable Man'than the 
Kine, nor did any Woman love him more 


| cinducdf than Madam de la Paliere, Her Heart 


was ſimple and pure, incapable of Fraud, Arti- 
fice and Meanneſs. I never knew a brighter 
Soul : She was formed for God. Mild - and 
gentle, of an even 'Temper, and always in that 
languiſhing Diſpoſition which charms a Lover; 
liſtening to nothing but the Dictates of her 
Heart; too _ taken up with the King to 

mind her own Fortune, or'that of her Relations 
and Friends. 


M. de la Rochefoucault, 


H a happy Phiſiognomy, a noble Air, 

much Wit and Judgment, and little Learn- 
ing: He was intriguing, flexible, with great 
Fore- knowledge, and, as ſome have added, falſe. 
He was repreſented by many as having a bad 
Heart: If this be true, Retirement and Age 
muſt have mended his Character. I never knew 
a Friend more ſtaunch and open-hearted, nor a 
better Counſellor in that Quality. He loved to 
be uppermoſt. Perſonal Courage ſeemed a Folly 
to him, and he could ſcarcely keep that Opi- 
nion to himſelf ; nevertheleſs he was brave. He 
retained 
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_ (aw) 
retained to his dying Day his lively and witty 
Humour, which was always entertaining, tho' 
he was naturally grave. His Son cauſed the Fa- 
ther's Faults to be forgotten, diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf by his Talents, gained the Affection of 
many by his Politeneſs, and roſe to a certain 
Degree of Favour at it Court. 


Madam de + Wiadbefhins 


AS both beautiful and pretty. The Paſſion 
the King had for her is the only Thing 
that could have tarniſhed his Glory, if any thing 
could impair the Splendor of the moſt brilliant 
Reign. Madam de Monteſpan had charming 
Eyes, childiſh-Airs, and the fineſt Complexion 
in the World, even after bearing ſeveral Chil- 
dren : She had Wit, much Pride and Haughti- 
neſs. Never did any Miſtreſs domineer more, 
and yet ſhe was not fit for ſuch a Station : She 
loved the' King by Fits and Starts, and Money 
much more. Her Whims daily plunged the 
King into exceſſive and idle Expences. She did 
not love her Children, and ſhe ſpoiled them, 
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The Duke of Vendome, 


Eſembled Henry IV. in many reſpects, 
him he was frank, liberal, haſty, 4 25 


| Spleen, Gall, Pride or Oftentation. He was too 
long left in Indolence and Inaction. The Soldiers 
called him Father. His Reputation rather than 
his Abilities beat the Inperialiſts in Spain. He 
bad a Fund of. Sloth and Indolence, a great 
' ſhare of Senſe and ſome Knowledge of Hiſtory. 
He would have the Abbe de Chaulieu write the 
Hiſtory of his Campaigns. Though a bad Ora- 
tor he ſpoke with Energy. He loved Pleaſure 
too much, and was too indelicate in the Choice 


of his Companions: It ſeemed as if he imagined 


that his Preſence was ſufficient to endow a whole 
Aſſembly with Merit equal to his own. 
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FAD an excellent ue: was a good Faber, 

a dutiful Son, 4 tender Huſband, and 

a cer riend, As a private Gentleman, he 

had been adored; had he reigned, he would 

have percieved that all theſe Qualities were not 

fit for the Throne. His Manners were gentle; 

he was quite void of Ambition; ; and ſinterely 
dreaded to Turvive the Runge. 


ade Longueville, 


FAS very beautiful, had great Wit, and died 
like a Saint. Her Vouth was ſpent in the 
aer of the Civil Wars, in which ſhe beha- 
ved with more Art than Wiſdom. God touched 
her Heart, and ſhe unfortunately fell into the 
Hands of the Janſeniſts, whom ſhe favoured. 
She led a very auſtere Life ; her Devotion was 
always ſevere, but never ridiculous ; and though 
naturally of a tender Conſtitution, would always 
ſtand, by way of Mortification. *Tis pretended 
that ſhe died of a Decay, occaſioned by denying 
herſelf ſufficient Nouriſhment. 
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Eye-brows met, his Aſpect was bad; and 

very deceitful : More Mildnefs, Benignity and 
Humanity were never found in any Man. 
Though he was lofty, yet he knew how to be 

extremely modeſt. He Was a Stranger to Self. 

| | Intereſt, whether in great or ſmall Matters, and 
| did not even know bis own -Circumſtances. He 
committed a Fault in imparting to his Nephew 
the Cardinal de Bouillon, what he ought not to 
ut have truſted him with. Another Error may be 
placed to his Account, and that wWas, revealing, an 
Affair of great Importance to a young Lady 
whom he loved. But why ſhould we ſeck Faults 
where there are ſo many Virtues to be admired ? 
He was always compared to the Prince of 
Come. Without deciding i in favour of either, the 
Prince 5 Valour was more e conſpicuous, and that 
ger to | Cree Vice. The King uſed his en 
Endeavours to convert him. He was convinced 


ment, leſt it ſhould be thought that he abjured 
ut of Complaiſance to the King. He was an 
Eye-witneſs of the Miracle that happen'd at the 


long before he abjured : He deferred that Mo- 


Louvre 


(sts) 
Louvre: A Fire having broke out in the Gal- 
lery, and thręattzu ing a terrible Conflagrations 
the Hoſt was brought near, and the Fire went 


NA Vpgn which he \cauld not help ing. 1 
ee Zo and aannot doubt of, it. 


4 ; , 


5 Manfeus Colbert, 


RElcied the Finances, which the . 
of Hug wet and the Avarice of Mad 
had greatly WPF - He was the Patron . 5 
every Man that diſtinguiſhed himſelf by "hy 
Merit or Talent. He encouraged Commetces 
He was hated, on Account of his being h 
and, cool. He Was modeſt, and, yet weak 
" efipug h to give kimſelf out for a Gentlegizn. 
N 0 extolled aſter lis Death; > but his greateſt 
ogium is to be found in the Conduct of all 
His Succeſſors. The Vexations he met with 
from M. de Louvois, who made the King 
anch out into all Sorts of Expences, ſhortened 
his Days. He raiſed his F amily too high; but 


« 2h certain that his Family ferved the King 
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2 he A de Louvois, 


VS Wr. sd 0 

Tas a Man of great Parts, indefatigable, 
verſed in the loeſt Branches of e | 

of Fer Secrecy, prying, into ever... 
and wanting to know even the * common 
Handicrafts, He was rough and ſevere, attached 
to the King and to the State, but ſo preſumꝑtuoug 
and contradicting, chat he thereby became into 
lerable to his Maſter. He,-had; A quick Con- 
ception of Things, formed his Plan ſpecdily, 


Alid executed it as readihy. The Military Men 


were very much divided in their Opinions of 


bim: He was almoſt as much beloved as he as 


hated. His conſtant Error was, that he always 
hindered Marſhal Turenne from puſhing his 
Conqveſts. Without Wars he could not have 
kept his Poſt, and he was ſenſible of it: After 
his Death his Heart was found uncommonly 


ed; which ſhewed that he died of Grief; 


contract 


others ſaid he was poiſon'd. 
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7 be. Prince of Conti, 
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a magnanimous Air, an awful Manner of 
ſpeaking, With 4 noble and eaſy Carriage. He 


was verſed in the Art of War, and had Courage. 
Gratitude was none of his Virtues: Had he 


known how to bend, he had been King of Po. 
land. The King was not ſorry that he aimed 
at that Crown, and would have been concerned 


if he had attai ned it. In his Way of thinking 


there was more Wiſdom than Ambition. He 
ſpoke very gracefully, and wrote well. He com- 


mitted a great Fault in betraying a Kind, of 


Contempt and Hatred of the Jeſuits: He was 
ſuſpected of adopting the new Opinions; but 


he raiſed himſelf above thoſe Suſpicions; ſo 


that the King did not eſteem him leſs; but he 
could never love him. 
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Marſpal Luxembourg, 


WIV brave, and Maſter of his Profeſſion; 
but be. ſo ill improved his Advantages: 
Tat one would have been apt to think: he con- 
quered rather by Inſpiration tlian by his Abili- 
ties. He had ſomething finiſter in his Counte- 
nance, but the Prejudice conceived from:it wore 
oſt. after: a little Acquamtance with; him. He 
was the perſonal Enemy af, Lerveis, Who gave 
nim the utmoſt Provocation ; He tevenged him- 
ſelf on bis Enemies at Home only by.his, Vic- 
tories. When in Priſon, he vowed their De- 
ſtruction; the Moment he was ſet at Liberty, 
he ran to embrace them, and forgave them. 
Such as accuſed him of magical Arts ought to be 
accuſed” of Credulity; and thoſe who thought 
him guilty of poiſoning, are at leaſt guilty of 
Malice. He was pious towards the End of his 
Life. He was fond of being compared with 


Turenne, and lau ghed when he heard Q andt tome. 


| pared to that great Man. bits 
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The Duke of Orleans, 

'S* II a great Pao His Inden are 126 

irreprbachable. His Popularity has won him 
the Hearts of the Army and the People. He is 
a Lover of Arts and Sciences, and has made 
ſome Proficiency in them. His Debauches made 
him loſe the King's Eſteem: M. d' Argen ſon 
greatly contributed to his Elevation. He is more 
ambitious than a Subject ought to be; but the 
Blood he is deſcended from accounts for it. 


| Madam ae Fieſque, 


Ku hs Ca nad was not known 88 

She concealed the deepeſt rooted Vanity under 
the Appearances of the ſevereſt Humility. Her 
Heart was fo tender and indulgent, that it bor- 
dered upon Weakneſs, She was once handſome, 
and would have been very glad to have had it 
always membered. | 
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H AD good Senfe and an upright Hart. His | but 
Morality was as pure as his Manners. He want 
was nevertheleſs accuſed, with ſome Founda- = 
tion, of not having always been ſo ſevere, It 1 
was a ſuperficial Knowledge of | Medals that 180 
made the King take a Liking to him. His Me- V 
ridian was brilliant, but his Beginning and lis 
End were not anſwerable to it. As he was of a * 
very pliant Temper, he was envied by ws - atter 
and you had but few Enemies, tu Mor 
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Madam de Fontanges, 
—— wn ' * 2 a 4% 1 8 
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AS great in every thing; ma Gy cent, 
- protied, lofty; #'Contralf to 


the Pleaſure attending it. There was ſomething 
majeſtic in her Beauty. Her Imagination car- 


ried her to every Thing that was grand and ele- 


vant. The King loved her paſſionately, doubt- 
leſs on Account of the Similitude of Character; 


but his Love 17 not laſt ee becauſe Abe x 
10 N A 
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As very devout, but Piety did not cure 


her of, her odd, whimſical Ways: She 


was haughty and diſtruſtful; and the Ladies that 
attended her ſuffered a great deal in the laſt 
Months of her Life. The Dauphin would have 


loved her, had ſhe been pleaſed to permit it. 


M. ds 


Vi 28 | 
The Splehdor of Favour affected her more than | 
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FAS never liked — he e King! He Ny 

zealous, but his Zeal wan harſh; His 
Ambition, like his Genius, knew no Bounds. 
He attacked Hereſies rather to curry Favour at 
Court, than for the. Sake of Truth. Had he 
been as great a Man as he imagined himſelf to 
be, his Paſſion for Women Was ſufficient to ſtain 
his Glory. This Irregularity wag ſo notorious, 
that it could not but give the King a a Diſguſt to 
the making any Uſe of him. Madam 4 
made him commit many Faults, and procured 
him no Comfort for his Diſgraces. 


The Mirqueſs de Selanelai'®, 5 | 
As capable of governing the State, and 
incapable of managing his domeſtic Af- 

fairs. Never did any Son leſs reſemble a Fa- 
ther: He had none of his Principles, though 
he had been long employed under him. He dif- 
fered from Louvois in that his Views reached to 


the moſt diſtant Objects, whereas Louvois was | 


intent only on the neareſt. He aimed at being 
a Philoſopher, a Minifter, and a Soldier; and 
this Whim of excelling in every thing, procured 


*. Son. of CI. 5 
Im. 


ſerve 
Calu 
Hen 


He was active, vigilant, upright, and loved the 
State ftilf more than the King. His Debauches 
ſhortened his Days. Elected ed but it as 
GE lion . 3d gauolt9s 


1% XIV. 


1H AD no other Defeats ALS thoſe of his Edu- 


cation. In Youth he was the moſt amiable 
Man in his Kingdom ; ; in old Age the belt 
Chriſtian in it. Adverſity did not ſhake him. 


He got the better of all his Paſſions, except his 
Taſte for Magnificence. He loved all thoſe that 


ſerved him punctually and heartily. He hated 
Catumniators, . Slanderers, and impious Men. 
He was very reſerved, yet very ſincere, 


Marſbal Catinat. 


EW Men knew him, becauſe he was not 
fond of being communicative. At Court 
he was not reliſhed : His outward. Carriage diſ- 


covered nothing of the great Man in him. He 


was hardly known in Paris: In the Army he 


Was adored. No Man ever had fewer Friends 3 
but thoſe were remarkable for a Zeal and an Ad- 
miration 


him great Succeſs and a great deal of Ridicule. 


miration which are ſeldom found in Friendfkip, 
When he was out! of Employment, it uſẽd to be 
fa of him, that he was ; Capable, of executing any 
thing. He ralſed himfelf without caballing; He 
never ſounded his own Praiſe : He ſcorned to 
ward off any Blow, which enyious Perſons, for 
he had no Enemies, aimed at him. He dicd 
calmly, fearing nothing, hoping for- nothing, 
and perhaps believing nothing. Hig Merit was 
natural; it coſt him-nothing ; and accordingly, 
he was above Honours. Though he was charged 
with Irreligion, he was not accuſed of any Vice. 
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| * e Ret of the Works of 
1. 5 Fr BRUYERE. To which is added, 
The Manner of Living with Great Men. Writ- 
ten 0 N. Rowe, Eſq; 2 Vols. 12mo. Fr. 6s. 


II. LETTERS an dhe Subje&t ef PHY 
| IOGNOMY. By the Abbe PERLETTI, Hi 
totjographer to the City of Venice. Pr. 28. bd. 


IV. Biegraphia Gallica; or, The Lives of 


the French Writers of both Sexes, 2 Vols. 
12mo. Pr. 68. 


V. Hiſtory of the Five Indian Nations of 


Canada. By CADWALLADAR Col DEN, Eſq; 


Price 58. 


VI. A Collection of Receipts in Phyſic. By 
2 late EminenT PHYSICIAN. To which are 
added, by the EDrrok, Directions, Counſels 
and Cautions, &e. Pr. 28. 


VII. A Treatiſe on the Teeth; their Diſor- 
ders and Cure: In which the ſeveral Operations 
on the Teeth are conſidered, and the beſt Me- 
thods of preſerving them laid down. By FRE- 
PDERIC HOFFMAM, Phyfician to his preſent Ma- 
jeſty the King of Pruſſia. Pr. 1s. 
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VIII. Hippocrates upon Air, Water, and Si- 
tuation; upon Epidemical Diſeaſes ; and upon 

rognoſticks in acute Caſes eſpecially. To which 
is added the Life of Hippocrates from Soranus, 
and Thucydides's Account of the Plague of Athens. 
The whole tranſlated methodically, and illu- 
ſtrated with uſeful and explanatory Notes. By 
FRANCIS CLIFTON, M. D. Fellow of the 
College of Phyſicians, and of the Royal Society, 
2d Edit. Pr. 5 8. | 


IX. Eſſays in Natural Hiſtory and Philoſophy. 
Containing a Series of ' Diſcoveries by the Aſ- 
fiſtance- of Microſcopes. By JOHN HILL, 
M. D. Acad. Reg. Scient. Burdig. &c. Soc. 
F. 5. 


EX. Select Sermons on ſome of the moſt im- 
portant Points of the Chriſtian Religion. By 
RICHARD BUNDY, D. D. late Vicar of 
St. Bride's, Prebendary of Weſtminſter, 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, 


